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China has longest continuous history of any country in

the world—3,500 years of written history

THE LAND AND ITS PEOPLE

1.43

billion

most populous country

         of all humanity

56 Officially recognised
ethnic groups

According to
the Joshua Project:

Han
Chinese
91.6%

70%+

Language

Mandarin (official)

also called "Putonghua"

40,000+ charactersChinese written language

Beijing – Capital (cultural, economic,

and communications centre)

Shanghai – Largest city

Most international borders – 14 neighbours: Russia,

Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan,

Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam,

North Korea.

Other major Chinese

dialects: Yue (Cantonese), Xiang

(Hunanese), Min dialect, Gan

dialect, Wu dialect, and Kejia or

Hakka dialect

Climate – greatest contrast in temperature

between its northern and southern borders of

any country in the world

DID YOU KNOW?

To read a newspaper –

one must be able to

recognise 2,000-3,000

characters

545 people groups

443 'unreached' 

10.3% of population

⅕
Ethnic
minorities
8.4%

3rd largest country by

area: 9,6 million km
2

Stretching 5,000 kms from

east to west and 5,500

kms from north to south

    (only 1 time zone)

33% mountains

of population speak it

60% urban

22 provinces, 5 autonomous regions, 4 municipalities,

2 special administrative regions (Hong Kong & Macau)

Creation of People’s Republic

of China [rule of Chinese

Communist Party (CCP) starts]

POLITICS AND ECONOMY

1949

Head of State: 

President

Xi Jinping (CCP)

since March 2013

The National People's

Congress & Standing

Committee: 5-year term; has

power of legislation, decision,

supervision, election,

appointment, and dismissal

China’s communist party is the second

largest political party in the world, with over

95 million members, after India’s Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP).

DID YOU KNOW?

World’s fastest growing

economy for past 30 years

(world’s second largest economy

after the US)

China is known as the factory of the

world  – largest producer of concrete,

steel, fertilizer, clothing and toys.

Currency – Renminbi (Yuan; ¥)

China has 4th highest economic

inequality in the world

GDP  GDP 
PER CAPITA

TOP ECONOMIC
SECTORS

$ 14.72
trillion
(2020)

$ 10,500

(2020)

Manufacturing,
Construction,

Agriculture

1 Oct

DID YOU KNOW?

CHINA’S ONE BELT, ONE ROAD INITIATIVE
A CRITICAL GEOPOLITICAL/ECONOMIC TOOL

Introduction of the One Belt, One Road (OBOR) Initiative (or Belt and Road Initiative-BRI) in

2013 seeks to develop a network of road and rail routes and pipelines that will connect China,

Central Asia, West Asia, the Middle East, and Europe. OBOR includes maritime routes, ports, and

other infrastructure development projects. As of 23 June 2021, 206 cooperation documents have

been signed with 140 countries and 32 international organisations. OBOR affects ¾ of the

known energy reserves in the world.

https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/inline-images/betl%26road_0.png

Many Chinese Christians

view OBOR as God’s plan to

use the Chinese Church in

mission.

DID YOU KNOW?

Atheism – official party ideology (but many

Chinese, including party members follow ‘folk’

beliefs)

RELIGION AND BELIEF

The Mission China 2030 (MC2030)

movement set a goal of sending 20,000

cross-cultural missionaries from China

by 2030.

DID YOU KNOW?

1966 – 1976 CCP attempted to obliterate all

religious beliefs and practices

The ‘underground’ Church did more than

survive persecution…

1975 – 2.7 million evangelicals

2010 – 75 million evangelicals

However, by late 1970s the party slowly

accepted a range of behaviours and traditions

5 officially recognised religions:

    Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Catholicism, 

    Protestantism

The Back to Jerusalem vision aims

to send up to 100,000 missionaries

from China throughout the

unevangelised world.

TIMELINE AND KEY DATES

1700 BC - 1911 AD

ERA OF DYNASTIES (prominent ones include
Han, Tang, Yuan, Ming and Qing) 1899 - 1901

‘Boxer Rebellion’, Northern China tried to stifle
reforms of Qing administration, drive out foreigners
and re-establish traditional rule. Defeated by foreign
intervention, including Russia and Japan

1912 - 1949

Republic of China years —
internal power struggle;

rise of Communists
1 OCT 1949

People’s Republic of China inaugurated by Mao
Zedong after leading Communists to victory over
Nationalists after 20 + years of civil war;
Nationalists retreat to island of Taiwan; sets up a
government there

1958

Mao launches
‘Great Leap Forward’ – five-year economic plan –
collectivisation and labour-intensive industry – fails
and is abandoned after two years – leads to mass

starvation

1966 - 1976

‘Cultural Revolution’ – Mao's 10-year political and
ideological campaign aimed at reviving revolutionary
spirit – produces massive social, economic and
political upheaval

1972

US President Richard Nixon visits - both
countries declare desire to normalise relations 1976

Mao dies. ‘Gang of Four’, including Mao's widow,
jockey for power but are arrested and convicted of
crimes against the state

1978

Deng Xiaoping begins China’s opening up
reforms leading to rapid economic growth

1980s - 1990s

(1986-90) China's ‘Open-door policy’ opens
country to foreign investment and encourages

development of a market economy and private
sector

(1989) Troops open fire on demonstrators who have
camped for weeks in Tiananmen Square – official

death toll 200; international outrage leads to
sanctions

(1992) Russia and China sign declaration
restoring friendly ties; China's economy ranked by

IMF as third largest in the world after US and Japan
(1997) Hong Kong reverts to Chinese control

(1999) 50th anniversary; Macao reverts to Chinese
rule

2000 - 2010

(2001) China joins World Trade Organisation
(2003) China and Hong Kong hit by pneumonia-like
Sars virus, strict quarantine measures enforced to
stop disease spreading;
mass Hong Kong protests against controversial
anti-subversion bill – government shelves bill;
launch of China's first manned spacecraft
(2005) New law calls for use of force should
Taiwan declare independence from mainland China
(2006) China-Africa summit in Beijing – business
deals worth nearly $2bn signed and China
promises billions of dollars in loans and credit
(2008) Anti-China protests escalate into worst
violence Tibet has seen in 20 years;
Beijing hosts Olympic Games;
7.9 magnitude earthquake kills at least 90,000
(2009) Estimated 20 million workers lost their jobs –
global economic crisis;
scores killed and hundreds injured in restive
Xinjiang (predominantly Muslim/Uygur) region

DID YOU KNOW?
China has a long science and

technology history – includes 4
great inventions PAPER, PRINTING
(woodblock and movable type),

GUNPOWDER, the COMPASS

ANCIENT HISTORY:

1979

Diplomatic relations established with US;
Chinese government imposes one-child policy
to curb population growth

2010 - 2020

(2011) China becomes the world’s 2nd-largest
economy

(2012) Bo Xilai – country's biggest political
scandal for years; life sentence

 for bribery, embezzlement and abuse of power
(2012- 2013) Once-in-a-decade transfer of power

to new generation of leaders – Xi Jinping assumes
presidency in March 2013, launches efficiency and

anti-corruption drive
(2013) One Belt, One Road (OBOR) / Belt and

Road Initiative (BRI) announced – brainchild of Xi
Jinping – ambitious economic development and

commercial project;
lunar landing – China successfully lands Yutu

("Jade Rabbit") robotic rover on moon
(2014) Mass Hong Kong protests against Beijing's

plans to vet candidates for 2017 elections
(2015) President Xi pays official visit to US to seek

investment in China; ‘one-child’ policy officially
ended

(2016) Economic growth rate drops to lowest
level in 25 years

(2018) US-China ‘trade war’ begins with retaliatory
trade tariffs

(2019) Months of anti-government and pro-
democracy protests in Hong Kong

(2020) Outbreak of Covid-19 coronavirus in Hubei
province spreads worldwide
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