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An American death has sparked global
protests, and confronted other countries
with uncomfortable truths – ‘Justice for
one’ becomes ‘Justice for all’

25 May George Floyd dies in police
custody in Minneapolis, USA
26 May Four officers involved in arrest of
George Floyd are fired. Protests begin as
video of arrest is shared widely on social
media
27 May Protests spread to other US cities.
Police station in Minneapolis set alight
28 May President Trump blames violence
on lack of leadership in Minneapolis and
threatens to send in National Guard in a
tweet. Second tweet hidden by Twitter as
“glorifying violence”
29 May Derek Chauvin (officer who
pinned Floyd to the ground) charged with
murder and manslaughter (charges carry
a combined maximum 35-year sentence)
31 May Violence spreads on 6th night of
protest (at least 5 die; 4,400 arrested);
protests in more than 75 cities
1 June President Trump threatens military
response
2 June Tens of thousands of protesters
again take to the streets – largely
peaceful
4 June Memorial service for George Floyd
7 June International protests

PROTEST LOCATIONS

USA

GLOBALLY

(as of 7 June)
TIMELINE OF EVENTS

Former US President Barack Obama said the protests over Floyd's death represented
a “genuine and legitimate frustration over a decades-long failure to reform police practices and

the broader criminal justice system.”

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
SYSTEMIC RACISM
(institutional racism) a form of racism expressed in the practice of social and political
institutions. It is reflected in disparities regarding wealth, income, criminal justice,
employment, housing, health care, political power and education, among other factors.

“Racism is structural, and state neglect can be as deadly as state abuse. It does not always
take a knee on the neck to kill someone. Poverty, overcrowding, and unequal access to

healthcare can be fatal.” Editorial – The Guardian

WHITE PRIVILEGE
refers to societal privilege that benefits white people over non-white people in some
societies, particularly if they are otherwise under the same social, political, or economic
circumstances. "An invisible package of unearned assets".

BLACK LIVES MATTER (BLM)
an international human rights movement, originating from within the African-
American community, founded in 2013 in response to the acquittal of Trayvon
Martin’s murderer.

BLM

KEY ISSUES
US STATISTICS
% of fatal police shootings compared to % of
population by ethnicity

Population Killed in police shootings

White

African-American

Hispanic

60.4%

Note: 1,004 fatal shootings in 2019, 39 in 'other' ethnic groups, 202 'unknown' ethnicity
Source: US census bureau and Statista.com 2019
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AUSTRALIAN STATISTICS
Imprisonment rates of male population (inmates per 100,00)

Indigenous peoples’ deaths at the hands of
police: 400+ fatalities since 1991, not a single
officer convicted

“I can’t breathe” — also the final plea of an
Aboriginal man, David Dungay, who died at the
hands of the Australian police in 2015

Indigenous men make up 28.6% of all men in
prison, and Indigenous women account for 36%
of all women behind bars - yet make up less
than 4% of Australia's population

UK STATISTICS
To what extent, if at all, do
you think the UK is a racist
society? (June 2020 survey)
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FRANCE STATISTICS
Number of racist offences or
hate crimes in France from
2016 to 2018
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WHAT DO PROTESTERS WANT?
“Protesters have called on elected officials to address
longstanding systemic racism and inequalities, from police
brutality to mass incarceration to healthcare.”

“There have been calls, and a proposal from a US lawmaker, to
end the qualified immunity of police which prevents civil legal
action against them.”

Generally, protesters have called for an end to racism and
discrimination.
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