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Times of powerlessness
 and vulnerability offer the opportunity

for Christians to grow in their faith and to witness to
others – to be the  light that shines in the darkness  (Matthew 5:14-16) ,

because we do not trust in chariots or horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God  (Psalm 20:7) .

DISEASE 
PLAGUES

CORONAVIRUS KNOW THE FACTS
Coronavirus Cases: 120,602
Deaths: 4,365
Recovered: 66,894

80% + recovery rate
3-6% death rate
Most vulnerable - aged and those with
pre-existing illness and compromised
immunity

ACTIVE CASES
49,343 (Currently Infected Patients)
43,596 (88%) - Mild Condition
5,747 (12%) - Serious or Critical

VULNERABILITY
30-79 yrs: 87%
20s: 8.1%
Teens: 1.2%
Children: 0.9%In 120 countries and territories

(* as of 11 March 2020)

(* as of 11 March 2020)

CASES OF CORONAVIRUS WORLDWIDE
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https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/ (as of 11 March)

“The modern world
may be technologically

savvy and medically
sophisticated, but it
has not escaped the
rumour, panic, and

hysteria that break out
when unknown

diseases strike.”
(The National Review)

COVID-19

- coronavirus (large family of viruses) includes common cold,
influenza, Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), etc.
- COVID-19 is a new virus, discovered Dec. 2019, no known vaccine
- Main symptoms - fever, tiredness, and dry cough (other
symptoms include aches and pains, nasal congestion, runny nose,
sore throat or diarrhoea)
- Some don’t develop any symptoms and don't feel unwell. Most
(about 80%) recover without needing special treatment.
- transmission mainly through contact with respiratory droplets
rather than through the air
- very low risk of catching from someone with no symptoms
- Antibiotics do not work against viruses, only on bacterial
infections. COVID-19 is caused by a virus - antibiotics do not work.
- Most effective prevention - frequent hand washing, covering
your cough with the bend of elbow or tissue, and maintaining a
distance of at least 1m (3 feet) from people who are coughing or
sneezing. Avoid high incident areas; adhere to advice of authorities
where quarantine or travel restrictions have been instituted
- Incubation period – 1-14 days, commonly 5 days
- No evidence that pets (e.g. cats and dogs) have been infected or
could spread the COVID-19 virus

WHAT IT IS, AND WHAT IT ISN'T

anyone who stands in a relationship of
service to another has a vocational
commitment not to flee
tending sick isn’t limited to health care
professionals -  Christians should see
opportunities to tend sick as tending to
Christ Himself (Matt. 25:41-46)
didn't encourage believers to expose
themselves recklessly to danger
defended public health measures - 
quarantines and seeking medical attention
when available
salvation is independent of these good works
tasked “devout Christians … to come to their
own decision and conclusion” whether to flee
or to stay during plagues, trusting that they
will arrive at a faithful decision through
prayer and meditation on the Scriptures
Luther himself was not afraid – he stayed
behind to minister to the sick and dying

Lessons from
Martin Luther
“Whether One May
Flee from a Deadly
Plague”

“I believe the Church must lead in love rather than be manipulated by stigma. We are called to provide compassion
instead of cowering in fear. Churches must trust sound theology, science, and public health instead of succumbing

to rumours and hysteria from social media. Denominations, churches, and believers can play a vital role during
outbreaks, epidemics, and other diseases.”

(Stephen Ko - A pastor and former Centre for Disease Control (CDC) medical officer

LOCUST PLAGUE AND FOOD SHORTAGE

170,000 acres already destroyed in Somalia &
Ethiopia alone
Kenya – worst invasion in 70 years (15 counties
affected)
Somalia – state of emergency declared
Worst hit countries – Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia (at
least 100,000 hectares in each country needs to be
sprayed with insecticide)

Kenya
Ethiopia
Somalia
Somaliland
South Sudan
Uganda
DRC-Democratic
          Republic of the Congo

OTHER HOT SPOTS
Sudan, Eritrea, Saudi Arabia, 
Yemen, Oman, Iraq, Iran, Pakistan,
Afghanistan

“A crisis of biblical proportions demands a response by God’s
people: specifically, running into, not away from, the plague.

Thank God, that’s what Christians have done throughout
history, and thank God, that’s what is happening today.”

- John Stonestreet, President of the Colson Centre for
Christian Worldview

COUNTRIES IMPACTED

FAST FACTS

Only way to sufficiently control the swarms is with
pesticides, but resources are scarce — e.g. Kenya
only has 5 planes to combat swarms the size of
250 football fields

$138 million in aid needed (UN) (increased from
initial $76 million) only $20-30 million available
to date

Planting season – April, fears of new generation
hatching at same time – problem could be 500
times worse by June

Main needs – pesticides, vehicles, planes,
personal safety equipment, radios, GPS units, and
camping equipment

World Food Program (WFP) – it will cost 15 times
more to feed those whose food sources are
destroyed by swarms than it will cost to prevent
the swarms from forming now

FOOD CONSUMED EACH DAY
Equivalent to food for 35,000
people

FOOD INSECURITY
20 million+

SWARM SIZE (1km)
40-100 million+

SWARM SPEED
150km a day

LARGEST
SWARM
2,400km 

"Now it's time for the international community to
understand that it's an issue that needs to be dealt
with now. Otherwise … there will be high levels of
acute food insecurity. There will be million more

people that will require food assistance and it will
take us years to control the situation." 

Dominique Burgeon, Food and Agriculture
Organization of the UN

HOW CAN CHRISTIANS HELP?

Pray

Give

Get involved

https://www.who.int/
https://www.statnews.com/
https://www.nationalreview.com/magazine/
https://theconversation.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/
https://www.businessinsider.com/
https://www.commondreams.org/
https://www.christianheadlines.com/
http://www.fao.org/
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/ (as of 11 March)
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Spread the word
(know your facts
and do not spread
false or misleading
information)


