
TUNISIA’S NEW PRESIDENT, SAIED, PROMISES TO FIX ECONOMY 

By Alex Pollock 

A low-profile, conservative law professor has beaten a 

charismatic media magnate released from prison earlier [9 

October] in Tunisia’s presidential election runoff. In a contest 

that reflected Tunisia’s shifting post-revolution political 

landscape, Kais Saied scooped more than 70% of the vote, 

according to two exit polls, more than 40 points ahead of Nabil 

Karoui. (The Guardian) 

Who is Kais Saied? 

Kais Saied, a former law professor at the University of Tunis, 

won Tunisia’s second free presidential election on Sunday 13 

October. Mr Saied received 73% of votes, defeating his 

opposition, 56-year-old media mogul Nabil Koroui. Mr Saied ran as an independent and was relatively unknown to the 

public before starting his presidential campaign.  

Mr Saied is seen as a highly conservative political outsider who based his campaign on giving power to young people and 

fighting corruption. According to the Sigma polling institute, around 90% of 18-25-year-olds voted for Mr. Saied, compared 

to 49.2% of voters over the age of 60. His promise to work toward a decentralised government and oust political corruption 

appealed to Tunisians who are looking to move on from the country’s current governmental structure. Tunisia’s lack of 

economic growth since the 2011 revolts made Mr Saied’s claims of bringing down the “corrupt elites” an asset of his 

campaign, especially after his opponent was jailed on charges of money laundering and tax evasion.  

Despite his popularity with the younger voters, Mr Saied has been criticised for his conservative social views. Mr Saied is 

opposed to a new bill that would allow equal inheritance for men and women. He has also expressed interest in restoring 

the death penalty, a practice that has been suspended in Tunisia since 1994.  

Mr Saied is supported by the moderate Islamist Ennahdha party as well as the Al Karama Coalition – led by a radical Islamist 

lawyer. While the Ennahdha party performed well in Tunisia’s 6 October parliamentary elections, it was far from winning 

the majority. A split parliament will make Mr Saied’s goals of a legislative overhaul a challenge for his administration.  

The election 

Tunisia’s second free election was originally set to be held on 17 and 24 November, but the death of the first 

democratically elected president, Beji Caid Essebsi on 25 July forced the elections to be moved up. The original ballot was 

cast on 15 September, but no candidate received a majority, setting the stage for the 13 October runoff election.  

The election came after Tunisia experienced political turmoil as Islamist and secularist factions battled for control of the 

country. A number of high-profile leftist leaders were assassinated in 2013 as the tensions deepened between political 

groups. However, civil society groups worked to restore peace to the country, receiving the Nobel Peace Prize for their 

work of de-escalating the political tensions in 2015. A power-sharing agreement was signed the following year.  

Tunisia after the revolution 

One of the pillars of Mr Saied’s campaign was finding a solution to the joblessness faced by many young people in Tunisia. 

A high unemployment rate among young, educated people was one of the catalysts behind the 2011 protests that ignited 

the ‘Arab Spring’. The ‘Arab Spring’ was a series of protests that spread across North Africa and the Middle East in the 

early 2010’s in response to low standards of living and oppressive governments. Tunisia was the birthplace of the ‘Arab 

Spring’ and is seen as the country that has made the most progress towards democracy. Other countries, such as Libya 

and Syria, have fallen into ‘civil’ war (with heavy outside influences), making little progress towards democracy.  



Some analysts maintain that Tunisia was in fact the only country where true spontaneous protests began – arguing that 

in subsequent countries the protests were ‘manufactured’ by influential groups (mostly commonly thought to have been 

the Muslim Brotherhood). In Tunisia, the ‘Arab Spring’ led to the overthrowing of Tunisian leader Zine-al-Abidine Ben Ali 

and the first democratic presidential election followed in 2014. While the country has experienced a level of democratic 

progress since the uprising, many Tunisians express concern over the lack of economic progress. This discontentment 

resulted in both Mr Saied and Mr Karoui promising more job creation and assistance for the poor during their campaigns.  

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE 

The ancient city of Carthage – now Tunis, Tunisia – was a region of trade and influence in the Western Mediterranean 

until around 647 AD, when Muslim invaders changed the makeup of the region. It was birthplace and home of many well-

known Christian theologians. The “father of Western theology” Tertullian was a native of Carthage, while Augustine of 

Hippo spent most of his life in Carthage.  

Today, Tunisia is considered to be 99% Muslim, and Christians face many forms of persecution by the Muslim majority. 

The World Watch List places Tunisia at 39 on its list of countries where it is hardest to be a Christian. Christians are plagued 

by the threat of violence, hostility, and daily pressure to hide their faith.  

While the Tunisian constitution provides for freedom of religion, it also states the country’s intention to adhere to the 

teachings of Islam and lists Islam as the official state religion. Many Tunisian Christians face persecution from family 

members, face hardships in the workplace, and are punished for any evangelical activity.  

While Mr Saied’s opponents accused him of supporting political Islam, many voters saw him as a fair and honest candidate. 

Mr Saied’s conservative platform, along with the Ennahdha party’s position in parliament make it unlikely that there will 

be any relief provided to Christians, from a political perspective.  

 

PRAY 
 

➢ For Tunisia’s new president to lead righteously and to address the grievances of his people 
➢ For the Church to remain resolute and resilient 
➢ For believers to be encouraged and to keep their eyes on Jesus, rather than people and circumstances 
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