
In the news this past week (11 July 2019): 

 

1. Technology-focused subjects to be prioritised in South Africa 

On Friday the 5th of July, South African president Cyril Ramaphosa said that the government is committed to a 

“skills revolution” and preparing the young population for a digital economy. The president was speaking at 

the inaugural Digital Economy Summit in Johannesburg. He said that as part of this initiative, more than one 

million young people would be trained in data science and related skills by 2030. More technology-focused 

subjects have already been introduced into the South African school curriculum, and thousands of teachers 

are currently being trained in coding. A thousand schools will introduce coding in 2020 as part of a pilot project, 

with robotics and engineering to follow.  

From a Christian perspective, it is important for mission organisations to keep up with developments in 

technology as well. Some ministries who have embraced new technologies as new ways to share the Gospel 

are seeing many benefits, especially in countries where Christian activities are more restricted. For example, 

Christian satellite programmes being broadcast into tents in refugee camps in the Middle East are drawing 

wide audiences. As the world changes, mission organisations need to adapt their programmes and activities 

in order to maintain effectiveness. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For a focus on technology to help boost the South African economy for the benefit of the people    

• For mission organisations to be wise in utilising technology    

• For young Christians with technological skills to be drawn to serving in a mission context   

 

 

2. Egyptian presidential committee legalises 127 churches 

On Monday the 1st of July, a presidential committee in Egypt legalised 127 churches and service buildings that 

had been operating without permits. This brings the total to more than one thousand churches that have been 

granted legal status since 2016. Thousands of other Egyptian churches are still waiting such approval, but this 

is seen as a positive step forward in a country that is notorious for challenges regarding church construction. 

According to a recent report by the Pew Foundation, 81 percent of Muslim-majority countries currently have 

significant social hostilities and government restrictions that limit Christian activities. The president of Egypt, 

however, has appeared to cooperate with and support Egyptian Christians on numerous occasions.  



From a Christian perspective, Egypt is seen as a “gateway” for mission activities in the Arab world. Almost 50 

percent of Christians in the Arab world are found in Egypt, and it is vital for believers around the world to 

support and strengthen them so that they can reach out to their Arab neighbours. The legalisation of churches 

offers some new hope and a renewed sense of legitimacy in Egypt, which may also encourage other believers 

in the wider region.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For Egyptian Christians to be encouraged and emboldened by the legalisation of the churches  

• For increased favour for Christians in Egypt so that they have more of a voice and influence in their 

communities 

• For Egyptian Christians to be mobilised to reach out to their Arab neighbours 

 

 

3. Greece’s election of new prime minister indicates shift away from populist politics 

On Sunday the 7th of July, Kyriakos Mitsotakis was elected as the new prime minister of Greece. Mr Mitsotakis 

leads a centrist party, and his election is seen as a clear shift away from the populist politics that have 

dominated Greece and other parts of Europe in recent years. Greece has been struggling with a severe 

economic crisis and a complicated relationship with the European Union, which had facilitated the rise of 

radical left- and right-wing parties, including the neo-Nazi “Golden Dawn” party. In these elections, Golden 

Dawn has been excluded from the Greek parliament entirely, and analysts say that Greece is returning to so-

called normality.  

From a Christian perspective, the shift away from populist politics is encouraging, especially regarding refugees 

in Greece. Many populist leaders focus on anti-immigrant and inward-looking policies, and this gives rise to 

refugees being isolated and rejected. Greece continues to be a popular landing spot for refugees and migrants 

coming in from Turkey and North Africa, and there are currently more than 67,000 living in Greece. It is hoped 

that with the new government and the slowly improving economy, Greek citizens will be more open and less 

hostile towards those who are seeking hope and a future.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For wisdom for the new prime minister and his government 

• For more tolerant attitudes towards refugees and migrants in Greece  

• For Greek believers to be active in reaching out to the marginalised in their communities   

 



 

4. Sudan reaches a power-sharing deal, but concerns remain 

On Friday the 5th of July, Sudan’s military and civilian leaders announced that they had reached an agreement 

to share power until elections, promising an end to the standoff that has paralysed the African country since 

the ouster of President Omar al-Bashir in April. The two sides agreed to form a sovereign council and to rotate 

power for three years. Military leaders will head the council for 21 months, then civil leaders will take over for 

18 months. The council will consist of five military leaders and six civil representatives. The two sides also 

agreed to open an independent investigation into the violence that began on the 3rd of June when military 

forces cracked down on protesters, leading to at least 128 deaths. Crowds celebrated news of the unexpected 

deal, but many protestors expressed a continued mistrust of the military. 

From a Christian perspective, the prominent role that Church leaders and believers have taken in the ongoing 

protest action could lead to more official involvement in the future leadership of Sudan. This in turn could lead 

to a season of openness for Church growth and development. However, many uncertainties remain, and 

ongoing intercessory prayer is vital during this crucial period of transition. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For a peaceful and constructive transition process 

• For the Lord to open up opportunities for His children to be involved in building a more open and freer 

Sudan 

• For Sudanese believers to share courageously the reason for the hope they have in Christ   

 

 

5. Pope Francis prays for migrants in special mass 

On Monday the 8th of July, Pope Francis prayed for migrants in a special Mass, saying that they are people and 

not just a social issue. The Mass marked the sixth anniversary of the pope’s visit to the Italian island of 

Lampedusa, one of the main European points of entry for migrants and refugees trying to cross the 

Mediterranean. His prayer came shortly after a migrant detention centre in Tripoli was hit by an airstrike 

during the ongoing Libyan conflict, killing 53 people.  

From a Christian perspective, the Bible addresses how immigrants should be treated, and it is clear that the 

Lord’s children have a part to play in the process. Although the Bible does not give a complete set of guidelines 

for immigration, there are some specific commandments that convey God’s view on immigration and 

migrants. One key Scripture is Leviticus 19:33-34, which says: “When a foreigner resides among you in your 



land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them 

as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt.” Christians have a tremendous opportunity to represent Christ 

to migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers by treating them as equal citizens and by showing them Christ-like 

love, kindness and compassion, especially where others may be mistreating them. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the millions of migrants in the world, who face opposition and challenges on many fronts  

• For compassionate and wise solutions to the migrant crises in various parts of the world  

• For Christians to share boldly the love of Christ with migrants and refugees in their communities 

 


