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The World's Largest Gathering of Humanity:

The Kumbh Mela
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[from Sanskrit, lit. kumbha pot + melā assembly] =
Hindu festival held in one of four sacred sites, where
bathing for purification from sin takes place

3 variations of this feast:
Main Kumbh Mela held every 3 years
Ardh Kumbh Mela held every 6 years
Maha Kumbh Mela held once every 12 years
at 4 locations

Considered an important part of
the Hindu faith – brings together
millions of Hindus to holy
pilgrimage sites throughout the
country

Did You Know ?

2019 Ardh Kumbh
Mela is more elaborate
this year due to
electoral campaigning
IN INDIA: FOR EVERY 100 INDIANS
Held on dates when the waters
of sacred rivers are said to turn
into nectar – calculated
according to a combination of
zodiac positions of Jupiter, the
Sun and the Moon

79.8 are Hindus
14.2 are Muslim
2.3 are Christian
1.7 are Sikhs
1.3 are Other
0.7 are Buddhists
Statistics taken from a 2011 census:
https://factly.in/indias-population-by-religion-as-per-census-2011/

Hindus believe that those who bathe in
the sacred waters during the mela are
eternally blessed by the divine – all
their sins are washed away and they
come one step closer to salvation

Holy men from different Hindu sects attend the
mela, such as:

Nagas - who do not wear any
clothes
Kalpwasis - who bathe three times
a day
Urdhawavahurs - who believe in
putting the body through severe
disciplines

They come to the mela to
perform sacred rituals pertaining
to their respective groups

According to medieval Hinduism, Lord
Vishnu spilled drops of amrita (the drink
of immortality) at four places, while
transporting it in a kumbha (pot) – these
four places are identified as the presentday sites of the Kumbh Mela:
Prayagraj (Allahabad),
Haridwar,
Nashik district
(Nashik and
Trimbak),
and Ujjain

Origins & Features
Exact age of the festival is uncertain
Included in the travel accounts of Chinese traveller
Hsuan Tsang, when he visited India in 629-645 AD
Other rituals include devotional singing, religious
assemblies, mass-feeding and debates on religious
doctrines
(Better India - https://www.thebetterindia.com/55090/10-facts-kumbh-mela/)

Attendants of the Kumbh Mela Festivals
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Statistics taken from: Haridwar The Imperial Gazetteer of India, 1909, v.
13, p. 52;
What Is Hinduism?: Modern Adventures into a Profound Global Faith.
Himalayan Academy Publications. pp. 242–243. ISBN

More than 122,000 toilets
installed
Maha Kumbh Mela in 2013
cost about Rs1,300 crore
with the government pitching
in with Rs1,017 crore,
covering about 78% of the
costs
1 crore = 10 million rupees

Railways proposed running
800 special trains. Railways in
2019 alone have
commissioned 41 projects at a
cost of Rs700 crore for the
Kumbh Mela
An average of 2 million
expected to take a dip in the
water every day during the
Kumbh Mela – may have risen
to about 30 million on 4
February (the high point of the
festival)

Tented accommodation with some
luxury tents costing up to
s35,000/night were installed.
Usually spread over a 20km radius,
sprawled across 45km this year

For this 2019 Kumbh Mela, the Uttar
Pradesh government drew up an
estimate of more than Rs4,200 crore
for all the preparations and asked the
central government to bear more than
half the cost

More than 120 million pilgrims
were expected this year
(compared to 2.4 million at the
2018 Hajj)

For crowd management purposes,
pilgrims may only bathe in the river
for 41 seconds each
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