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ECONOMIC INEQUALITY CRISES
A N D T H E G R O W I N G
G L O B A L O U T R A G E

Inequality "reduces the sustainability of economic growth, weakens social
cohesion and security, ... undermines our democracies, cripples ... sustainable
development and peaceful societies." – World Economic Forum (WEF) report, 2015

26 people own the same amount of wealth as
3.8 billion of the world’s poorest
The assets of the wealthy have skyrocketed by

3.4 billion
people live on
less than

$2,5 billion/day

From 2017-2018, a new billionaire
was created

$5.50/day

every 2 days

Rich people are hiding
wealth offshore in the
region of

(yet the super-rich and
corporations are paying
lower rates of tax than
they have in decades)

$7,6 TRILLION

https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/public-good-or-private-wealth

Top 10% national income share across the world - 2016

Top 10% national income share across the world: 1980-2016
- rising inequality almost everywhere, but at different speeds

“Income inequality varies greatly across world regions. It is
lowest in Europe and highest in the Middle East.”

“In recent decades, income inequality has increased in
nearly all countries, but at different speeds, suggesting that
institutions and policies matter in shaping inequality.”

https://wir2018.wid.world/

ECONOMIC PROTESTS - THE CRY OF THE PEOPLE
MEXICO

VENEZUELA

Economic, anti-government
protests - 2018/19

Cost of living, economic
hardship, anti-government

SUDAN

S. AFRICA

"Yellow
Vest"
protests
against fuel hikes & cost of
living - 11 weeks of protests

Economic protests hyperinflation

Fuel protests - 2017

FRANCE

More protests in 2018
than previous 13 years:
service delivery,
unemployment, etc.

Massive strike against economic
policies, anti-government

IRAN

INDIA

“Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.”
(Proverbs 31:9)

SOME EXAMPLES FROM AROUND THE WORLD
FRANCE
3rd biggest economy in Europe, world's 6th largest

"Yellow Vest" Movement By The Numbers
Timeline of French "Yellow Vest" protests in 2018
17 Nov

282,000

166,000

24 Nov

307

1 Dec

136,000

603

8 Dec

136,000

1220

73

20%

Top 20% earns 5 times that of

1%

France’s richest 1% represent
20+% of economy’s wealth

bottom 20%

409

84

Protesters

263

Custody

118

Injured

President Macron instituted
€3.2 billion tax cut for the rich

https://www.statista.com/chart/16418/yellow-vest-protest/

INDIA
2nd largest nation in the world, 1.34 billion people

10%
1%

India’s top 10% holds 77.4%
of total national wealth

Top 1% holds 51.53%
of national wealth

On 8-9 January 2019, 150-200 million people
participated in general strike: 12 demands
included a stop to pro-corporate, antiworker labour law amendments,
and addressing inflation, privatization, high
unemployment, etc.
Strike leaders were arrested

IRAN
Holds 10% of the world's proven oil reserves and 15% of gas

1%

Iranians Struggle As Cost Of Basic Goods Surges
Annual jump in the price of basic goods in Iran
21.2%

Vegetables

18.0%

Meat

Top 1% spend 86 times

13.9%

Food and beverages (average)

more than the poorest 1%

13.3%

Dairy products and eggs

Wealth disparity is more
visible in Iran today than it
was a decade ago

10.9%

Bread and cereals

4.2%

Electricity, gas and other fuel

https://www.statista.com/chart/12399/iranians-struggle-as-the-cost-of-basic-goods-surges/
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"Talent is everywhere, opportunity isn't."

