
RIVAL FACTIONS BATTLE FOR TRIPOLI 

By Andrew Richards 

Libya has been plunged into chaos again, with forces loyal to 
a polarising military commander marching on the capital and 
trading fire with militias aligned with a weak UN-backed 
government. The battle for Tripoli could ignite civil war on 
the scale of the 2011 uprising that toppled and killed long-
time dictator Muammar Gaddafi. That conflict left behind a 
patchwork of local, tribal and Islamist militias governing 
various fiefdoms, often through extortion and brute force. It 
also transformed Libya into a haven for extremists and a 
major conduit for migrants making perilous journeys to 
Europe. (Associated Press) 

Background to the current conflict 

Joseph Krauss of Associated Press provides the following background to the current conflict: “Inspired by the Arab 
Spring uprisings sweeping the region, Libyans rose up in February 2011 against Gaddafi, who responded with a fierce 
military crackdown. As the uprising quickly escalated into a civil war, Gaddafi massed tanks outside the eastern city of 
Benghazi and threatened to massacre the protesters street by street. 

NATO responded with a bombing campaign against Gaddafi’s forces, and eventually provided close air support to a 
loose alliance of rebel militias, helping them to drive him from power. The rebels captured Gaddafi in his home city of 
Sirte in October 2011 and killed him, later releasing video footage of him being beaten and humiliated. 

Libya held free elections the following year, but the government was powerless to control the vast array of militias, 
and the democratic transition stalled. Fighting erupted in Tripoli in the summer of 2014, leaving the international 
airport largely destroyed and resulting in separate governments in the capital and in eastern Libya, each backed by 
various armed groups. 

In 2015, the UN backed the formation of a transitional government in Tripoli, in the west, under the leadership of 
technocrat Fayez Sarraj. A separate government, based in the east and allied with [Field Marshal Khalifa] Hifter, has 
rejected its authority.” 

“Free Tripoli” 

According to Agila Saleh, head of Libya’s east-based parliament, Tripoli is being hijacked by militias that threaten the 
freedom of Libyans. “The Libyan army moved towards Tripoli with one goal, to free Tripoli from armed militias,” he 
said after meeting with the Arab League’s secretary-general, Ahmed Aboul Gheit. 

Hifter, after the first Libyan civil war that saw the defeat of the Gaddafi regime, is known for his military operations 
throughout the country, trying to rid it of terrorists and extremists that seek to use Libya as a hideout while 
perpetrating terrorist attacks elsewhere. Libya, however, is paying a price.  

When the Taliban in Afghanistan helped hide Osama Bin Laden after the 11 September attacks on the United States, 
Afghanistan became an international warzone as the US military, together with its NATO allies, invaded the country. 
Even after the defeat of the Taliban, the election of a new government and the death of bin Laden in Pakistan, the US 
military still engaged in combat operations in Afghanistan. In many ways, Libya is suffering a similar fate, with terrorist 
groups using the country as a haven. 

The US, together with NATO forces, have been operational in Libya since its 2011 intervention. After the defeat of 
Gaddafi, the US continued military operations under the guise of the ‘war on terror’ endorsed by former US president 
George W. Bush in 2001. The Islamic State, under heavy aerial bombardment from the US in Iraq and Syria, fled to 
Libya where it is now ‘breathing its last’ as the US and military forces under Field Marshal Hifter continue to strike. 

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE 

The ‘Arab Spring’ opened a door of opportunity for the spread of the Gospel like never before, and the brutality of the 
Islamic State – that founded its ‘caliphate’ on the back of the revolution – added further opportunities to share the 
Gospel with millions of Muslims. The Church in the Middle East made the most of the ‘Arab Spring’ and resulting wars 



(in Tunisia, Libya, Syria and Yemen) to share the good news of Christ with Muslims who were questioning their leaders 
and even their religion. The war in Libya has opened up similar opportunities. However, according to Church leaders 
in the region, the harvest could have been much greater had the Church in the West been more prepared to help.  The 
war in Syria – that forced more than five million people to become refugees – is drawing to a close, and with it, wider 
opportunities to share the Gospel. 

Libya serves as a gateway for African migrants wanting to cross the Mediterranean to Europe. More than seventy 
percent of all migrants hoping to reach Europe from North Africa use the Libyan coast as their last step before seeking 
asylum in Europe. The flow of migrants has also opened opportunities for the Gospel, and whether migrants are 
reached on their way to Europe, or in countries like Germany where thousands have accepted Christ, opportunities to 
share the Gospel increase with every new migrant who starts their journey. The increased fighting in Libya has 
unfortunately placed migrants in the crossfire, with many being killed or captured.  

Will the current escalation in fighting, and the possibility of large-scale war, once again open the doors for the Gospel, 
or will this particular opportunity be lost by an unprepared Church? 

 

PRAY 

 

➢ For a peaceful resolution to the current conflict in Libya 

➢ For the Lord to raise up a leader who is able to work for the good of the whole country 

➢ For Libyan believers to be strengthened during this time of fear and uncertainty 
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