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The Commission for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of 

Cultural, Religious and Linguistic Communities (CRL Rights 

Commission) is set to investigate the “resurrection” pastor who 

claimed to have brought a man back from the dead over the 

weekend [24 February]. Pastor Alph Lukau of the Alleluia 

International Ministries church in Sandton, Johannesburg, faces a 

summons from the CRL Rights Commission after a video of him 

supposedly performing a resurrection in front of his congregation 

went viral. (Mail and Guardian) 

Making headlines for all the wrong reasons 

In the space of a few weeks, ‘prosperity gospel’ preachers have made headlines in South Africa for all the wrong 

reasons – Pastor Lukau for the apparent “resurrection” that wasn’t, Shephard Bushiri (leader and founder of the 

Enlightened Christian Gathering Church) and his wife who were arrested on charges relating to fraud, money 

laundering and organised crime; and the controversial Nigerian pastor Timothy Omotoso, who faces a retrial in Port 

Elizabeth on multiple charges including rape, sexual assault and racketeering, after the presiding judge recused 

himself. Pastor Lukau also made headlines previously when he made his single female congregants pay hundreds of 

Rands for an "all-night prayer" to find a husband. 

 

Controversy seems to be synonymous with ‘prosperity gospel’ preachers the world over – from the extravagant, 

opulent lifestyles, to outlandish claims of celestial visitations, multiple ‘healings’ and resurrections, to criminal 

activities such as fraud, sexual exploitation, etc. A closer examination of the origins and doctrines of this movement 

does offer some explanation for the frequency of such controversies.  

 

Origins and doctrines of the movement 

The roots of the ‘Word of Faith’ (WOF) movement – commonly termed the ‘prosperity gospel’, ‘health and wealth’ or 

the ‘name it and claim it’ gospel – can be traced directly to the metaphysical (beyond the physical) cults, such as Unity 

School of Christianity, Religious Science, Christian Science, and New Thought. The father of the modern WOF 

movement is often considered to be American preacher Kenneth Hagin (whose son can still be seen preaching regularly 

on Trinity Broadcasting Network - TBN), but this dubious honour actually belongs to Essek W. Kenyon (1867-1948), 

whose works have been shown to be extensively plagiarised by Hagin. Kenyon in turn was deeply influenced by the 

work of Phineas Quimby – a student of occultism, hypnosis, and parapsychology and the founder of ‘New Thought’, a 

philosophy that teaches that the key to health and wealth acquisition is thinking, visualising, and speaking the right 

words. 

 

Justin Peters (a Baptist evangelist and critic of the WOF movement) summarises key WOF doctrines as follows: 

“’Positive confession’ - the belief that what is spoken can be brought into literal existence, where believers may simply 

speak the things which they desire of God and He is obligated to give it to them. The ‘little gods’ doctrine - the belief 

that man was created to be an exact duplicate of God, thus believers, are little gods on the earth.  The ‘spiritual death 

of Jesus’ – is the belief that Christ’s physical death was insufficient to atone for sin, He also had to die spiritually, which 

implies that if Jesus died spiritually, then He ceased being God and if He ceased being God even for an instant, He 

never was God to begin with. ‘Revelation knowledge’ - is the belief that God dispenses to certain believers, apart from 

the Scriptures, secret knowledge of Himself (this is a modern-day version of the ancient heresy of Gnosticism against 

which the New Testament repeatedly warns). ‘Health and wealth’ – is the belief that all believers have the right to 

walk in perfect, divine health and prosper financially, which stems from the erroneous view that sickness was paid for 

by Christ’s spiritual atonement in hell and that prosperity is a cosmic law ordained by God respectively.” 

Peters goes on to say: “Heresy is never promoted in a manner which exposes its darkness for all to see. Rather, its 

poison is wrapped in familiar Christian language to make it more palatable. The WOF movement has craftily packaged 

its counterfeit gospel to look like the real thing.” 



The Gospel Coalition also points out five critical theological errors within the “prosperity gospel” message: that the 

Abrahamic covenant is a means to material entitlement; that Jesus’s atonement extends to the “sin” of material 

poverty; that Christians give in order to gain material compensation from God; that faith is a self-generated spiritual 

force that leads to prosperity; and that prayer is a tool to force God to grant prosperity. 

The movement’s impact in Africa 

While there isn’t a WOF or ‘prosperity gospel’ denomination, many organisations assist the ministries of prosperity 

advocates and export the ‘prosperity gospel’ worldwide through media. Since its establishment in the early 1970s, a 

major Christian broadcasting network has served as a platform for prosperity theology teachers to reach millions. In 

much of Sub-Saharan Africa many of these people are household names and their teaching has spread like wildfire 

through the region. These preachers are seen on TV around the clock in Christian homes, their books line the shelves 

of Christian (and even secular) bookstores, and they have also personally visited the region. Their influence is 

extensive. 

 

There are three key reasons for the movement’s success in Africa. Firstly, Africa is a patriarchal society with a great 

amount of respect for their leaders, and since many Christians are not empowered to search the truth for themselves, 

they tend to believe everything that the ‘man of God’ says. Secondly, media plays a huge role, especially TV and radio, 

though social media influence is growing. Thirdly, charisma plays a significant role. As Africa Renewal University (ARU) 

president, Jeff Atherstone explains: “African preachers are full of energy; they sweat while moving across their stages, 

delivering fiery sermons. The prosperity preachers have similar energy to African preachers in their style, theatrics, 

and delivery. This helps them to win over the Sub-Saharan African audience.” 

 

Governments respond 

A number of governments across Sub-Saharan Africa have shown concern over the negative impacts that the 

‘prosperity gospel’ is having on their people. A variety of approaches have been adopted, or are being considered as 

ways to reign-in what are often considered to be harmful or excessive practices. A prominent method is regulation, 

where preachers will need to acquire recognised qualifications in order to practice. Places of worship may also need 

to registered, or formalised in some manner. There are many who balk at the prospect of religion or belief coming 

under government’s control, but the reaction from governments is understandable, especially since many of those 

who are guilty of excess have not come under any correction from religious oversight bodies. 

 

There is the argument that the law which is present in all countries should cover most “extreme” cases, and thus 

government interference in freedom of belief should not be necessary, but from a Christian perspective the spiritual 

and physical well-being of people should be paramount and heresy, or abuse should concern every believer, and 

particularly those in positions of authority. 

 

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE 

No matter what name is used, the essence of the ‘prosperity gospel’ message is the same – it teaches that God wants 

believers to be physically healthy, materially wealthy, and personally happy. In light of Scripture, the ‘prosperity 

gospel’ is fundamentally flawed. If the ‘prosperity gospel’ is true, grace is obsolete, God is irrelevant, and man is the 

measure of all things. 

 

Jeff Atherstone makes an interesting point about the ‘prosperity gospel’ in Africa: “People in Sub-Saharan Africa don’t 

have the same need for instant gratification we do in the West. Their patience in waiting for prosperity is one of the 

factors that keeps this movement growing and moving ahead.” In order to combat this false gospel, the real Gospel, 

the true Word of God needs to be taught and preached, with perseverance and tenacity. 

 

The ’prosperity gospel’ has been prevalent in Sub-Saharan Africa for decades, yet what has it ultimately brought to 

the region? Sub-Saharan Africa remains poor, is deeply divided and characterised by ethnic conflicts. Jesus said in John 

13:35 “By this everyone will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another.” He didn’t say they will know you 

are My disciples by how prosperous and healthy you are, but how we love one another. Many Sub-Saharan African 



nations are considered majority Christian nations, and yet they are not characterised as people who love one another. 

What an impact sound doctrine could make on the Church in Sub-Saharan Africa.  

 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 warns “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears 

they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth 

and wander off into myths.” Discipling is critical to combating the false teachings that abound.  Acts 17:11 says “Now 

the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great 

eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” The Bereans were commended 

because they examined what they heard according to Scripture. Even though it was Paul who presented the message, 

they still studied Scripture to find out if what he was saying was true. 

 

PRAY 

 

➢ For wise, godly judgment by those in government considering the regulation of religion    

➢ For Christian leaders to seriously engage with those preachers who are in error  

➢ For Christians to be discerning and to test what they are taught through their own study of Scripture 

 

IMAGE SOURCE: 

https://zwnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/pastor-prophet-lukau-brighton-moyo-resurrection-latest.jpg 

 

 

https://zwnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/pastor-prophet-lukau-brighton-moyo-resurrection-latest.jpg

