
In the news this past week (6 March 2019): 

 

1. ‘Prosperity gospel’ preachers make headlines in South Africa for all the wrong reasons 

Pastor Alph Lukau of the Alleluia International Ministries church in Sandton, Johannesburg, was only one such 

preacher who now faces a summons from the CRL Rights Commission after a video of him supposedly 

performing a resurrection in front of his congregation went viral. The CRL Rights Commission has been 

advocating for a regulatory framework to which religious bodies should be accountable. They maintain that 

congregants are being taken advantage of in an unregulated industry. 

From a Christian perspective, much of Sub-Saharan Africa has been saturated by the teachings of ‘prosperity 

gospel’ preachers for decades. Their influence is extensive. However, when examined in the light of Scripture, 

the ‘prosperity gospel’ is fundamentally flawed. If it were true, grace would be obsolete, God irrelevant, and 

man would be the measure of all things. Paul warned in 2 Timothy 4:3-4 that “the time is coming when people 

will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 

their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” Discipling is 

critical to combat the false teachings that abound.   

Pray with us for the following: 

• For wise, godly judgment by those in government considering the regulation of religion    

• For Christian leaders to seriously engage with those preachers who are in error  

• For Christians to be discerning and to test what they are taught through their own study of Scripture 

 

 

2. US extends sanctions on Zimbabwe citing human rights issues 

On the 4th of March, U.S. President Donald Trump extended sanctions against Zimbabwe for another year. 

The renewal comes despite calls by African leaders, including South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa, for 

the sanctions to be lifted to give the country a chance to recover from its economic crisis. Trump 

administration officials had said the sanctions will remain until the government of President Emmerson 

Mnangagwa changes Zimbabwe’s laws restricting media freedom and allowing protests. 

From a Christian perspective, the Zimbabwe Amalgamated Council of Churches has announced that a mass 

prayer meeting will be held, and a petition launched for the removal of all economic sanctions imposed on 

Zimbabwe by Britain, the US and the European Union. They called the sanctions illegal and immoral. A 



spokesman of the ZACC went on to say that these sanctions have soured the politics of Zimbabwe to the extent 

of making governance not only difficult, but dangerously volatile.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the Zimbabwean government as they try to bring an end to the crippling economic crisis 

• For Church leaders to boldly and effectively lead their congregations to impact their communities  

• For believers to continue offering a reason for their hope in the midst of the crises 

 

 

3. Algerians protest ailing president’s intention to run for fifth term 

On Sunday the 3rd of March, Algeria's veteran President Abdelaziz Bouteflika defied protestors by confirming 

he will run again - but said he will not serve a full term. His decision to seek a fifth term in office sparked 

nationwide protests. The 82-year-old president has rarely been seen in public since suffering a stroke in 2013, 

and his critics maintain that his poor health means that he is unable to perform his duties. Public shows of 

dissent in Algeria are rare, and these protests have been the biggest since Mr Bouteflika came to power 20 

years ago. But, despite the dissent, Mr Bouteflika is still widely tipped to win the election this year, since the 

opposition is deeply divided and there is no clear replacement. 

From a Christian perspective, despite a long legacy in Algeria dating back to Roman times and St. Augustine of 

Hippo, Christians make up only about 0.28% of the population. The vast majority, about 97%, consider 

themselves Muslims. Though freedom of religion is constitutionally guaranteed, citizens who renounce Islam 

are generally ostracised by their families and shunned by their communities. There has been quite a severe 

clamp down on Christian activities in recent years.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For a peaceful resolution to the crisis 

• For Algeria’s leadership to respond constructively to criticism 

• For the Church to offer peace and hope in these times of uncertainty 

 

 

 

 



4. U.S.-North Korea summit not a failure 

The second summit between U.S. President Donald Trump and North Korean Supreme Leader Kim Jong-un 

was held in Hanoi, Vietnam on 27-28 February. Despite an avalanche of criticism and the summit ending 

prematurely, without a signed agreement, some progress was made. The two leaders remain on speaking 

terms with one another. Mr Kim spoke to the media in an unprecedented exchange. Most importantly, military 

escalation on the Korean peninsula seems unlikely in the current climate. North Korea has not tested a missile 

since the end of 2017 and the U.S. joint military exercises with South Korea have been dramatically downscaled 

since last year.  A stumbling block in the negotiations for the denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula has 

been that the U.S. and North Korea have different understandings of what denuclearisation entails. 

From a Christian perspective, Hebrews 12:14 reminds us to “make every effort to live in peace with everyone.” 

The biggest threat to peace efforts is often found in suspicion, speculation, and self-proclaimed assumptions. 

Christians need to guard against demonising people-groups or individuals at the cost of sacrificing Biblical 

principles. Both Mr Trump and Mr Kim should be applauded for “making every effort to live in peace” in the 

midst of chaotic times.   

Pray with us for the following: 

• For a continuation of peace efforts between the United States and North Korea 

• For Increased cooperation between the Koreas 

• For strength for the North Korean Church, to remain faithful during turbulent times 

 

 

5. Tensions between India and Pakistan appear to ease 

The military escalation between India and Pakistan appears to be winding down for now. On Friday the 1st of 

March, Pakistan handed over the Indian pilot whose plane their air force had shot down two days earlier. India 

declared its commitment to "maintaining peace and stability in the region", suggesting it is not planning any 

more air attacks deep inside Pakistan's territory. Meanwhile, crossfire along the Line of Control which divides 

Indian- from Pakistan-administered Kashmir, has also decreased.  

From a Christian perspective, the ongoing conflict in Kashmir is an earthly reminder of the spiritual battle 

which rages in the region for human souls. Hindu-majority India, with its more than 2,000 ethnic groups that 

are said to be ‘unreached’ with the Gospel of Christ; and Muslim-majority Pakistan where more than 400 

ethnic groups are said to be ‘unreached’. Both countries have a sizeable Christian population, and although 

both nations allow for freedom of religion in their constitutions, Christians in both countries face tremendous 

opposition in terms of sharing their faith and in various forms of discrimination. 



Pray with us for the following: 

• For the leaders of India and Pakistan  

• For the Church in India and the Church in Pakistan as they face tremendous challenges 

• For the Lord to continue building His Kingdom in the region 

 


