
In the news this past week (9 January 2019): 

 

1. Public Protector urged to probe Clifton 4th beach saga 

The African National Congress in the Western Cape said on Monday 7 January that it will ask Public Protector 

Busisiwe Mkhwebane to investigate the alleged racial incident that happened at Cape Town's Clifton 4th beach 

in December. 2019 is an election year in South Africa and some analysts view the incident as a political ploy to 

gain votes. However, it has again highlighted the ongoing social divisions and a general lack of progress in 

healing the wounds of the past.  

From a Christian perspective, it is disappointing that many South Africans, including professing Christians, do 

not exhibit a different spirit when it comes to dealing with divisive political issues. Christians need to be visibly 

engaged in confronting these challenging topics in a Christ-like manner. Jesus offers His followers the help of 

His Spirit to accomplish that which the world finds impossible. In order to heal the deep wounds and societal 

divisions in South Africa, Christians need to take the lead.    

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the Public Protector and other decision-makers to pursue a righteous outcome to the matter 

• For the Church in South Africa, across all racial groups, to be more effective in bringing about healing 

in the nation 

• For believers to actively seek opportunities for reconciliation and forgiveness 

 

 

2. More than 800 detained in Sudan protests 

The Sudanese government says it has detained more than 800 people since protests began nearly three weeks 

ago. There protests are the most persistent challenge to President Omar al-Bashir’s three-decade rule and 

were triggered by price increases and cash shortages. Some activists believe that as many as 2,000 have been 

arrested. Witnesses claim that officers have been using live ammunition, tear gas and stun grenades to 

disperse protestors. Sudan’s economy has struggled from the loss of three quarters of its oil output since South 

Sudan broke away in 2011, keeping most of the oilfields. Oil was Sudan’s main source of foreign currency.  

From a Christian perspective, the Church in Sudan has endured tremendous pressure for many years. There is 

always hope that a possible change in government could result in a softening of restrictions on the Church. 

However, it is also a known fact that during times of discontent, peoples’ hearts are often more receptive to 

the Gospel. 



Pray with us for the following: 

• For a peaceful resolution to the crisis  

• For a softening of hearts towards the Gospel in the midst of the economic and political uncertainties 

• For strength, perseverance and boldness for Sudanese believers 

 

 

3. Egypt's al-Sisi opens Middle East's largest cathedral and mega-mosque in new capital 

President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi inaugurated Egypt’s largest church and largest mosque in the new administrative 

capital on Sunday 6 January, the eve of Coptic Christmas. This was interpreted as a message of tolerance in 

the predominantly Muslim country. The Cathedral of the Nativity can accommodate more than 8,000 

worshippers while the al-Fattah al-Aleem Mosque can hold nearly double the number.  

From a Christian perspective, Mr Sisi has repeatedly promised to protect Egyptian believers, who make up one 

of his most loyal support bases. Despite these promises, extremist groups like the Islamic State have continued 

their attacks against Christians. Religious rights activists say that Christians in Egypt do not enjoy the same 

rights as their Muslim counterparts and are not properly protected by the security forces. However, Mr Sisi’s 

very public acknowledgement of Christians being valued members of Egyptian society does go a long way 

towards encouraging tolerance and greater social unity.   

Pray with us for the following: 

• For Mr Sisi and his government to make greater strides towards more tangible demonstrations of 

equality for Egyptian Christians  

• For Egyptian Christians to continue being visible representations of Christ in their communities 

• For continued strength and resilience for believers, especially those in less tolerant regions  

 

 

4. Ukrainian Orthodox Christians formally break from Russia  

The spiritual leader of Eastern Orthodox Christians worldwide recognised the independence of the Orthodox 

Church of Ukraine in a ceremony in Istanbul on 6 January. This formalised a split with the Russian Church to 

which it had been tied for more than four centuries. The move to independence has outraged political and 

religious leaders in Russia. However, for President Poroshenko of Ukraine, the move affirmed independence 

from Russian influence in his embattled country and was a boost ahead of elections in March. 



From a Christian perspective, any break in communion has negative consequences. The Lord challenges His 

followers to live lives that are different to the world. So when the world sees those who call themselves 

‘followers of Christ’ choosing the political route, it does not demonstrate a different spirit. In John 17 (verses 

20-23) Jesus prays that His followers would be one, so that the world may know that He was sent and that He 

loves them. It is an incredible testimony when believers are able to act contrary to the prevailing political 

climate of division and bridge the differences in genuine love and reconciliation. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For a peaceful way forward, despite the split  

• For Church leaders to demonstrate Christ-like attitudes of love and reconciliation, despite political 

challenges 

• For believers to seek ways of being one in the face of the prevailing climate of division 

 

 

5. Iraq officially declares Christmas Day a national holiday  

The Iraqi government officially declared Christmas Day a national holiday in their country in 2018. The major 

announcement was made after the Iraqi Cabinet approved an amendment to its law which created a new 

official national holiday ‘on the occasion of the birth of Jesus Christ’. In Iraq, where 95 percent are Muslim, 

Christmas Day had been designated as a religious break only for the Iraqi Christian community, but with the 

new amendment, the holiday now extends to everyone.   

From a Christian perspective, this move by the government came as a major recognition of a minority religious 

group which has suffered greatly in recent years. Before the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003, there were about 

1.4 million Christians in the country. However, their numbers have dwindled to roughly 300,000 after 

hundreds of thousands fled the violence and attacks by various armed groups.   

Pray with us for the following: 

• For a continued improvement of conditions in Iraq that will encourage many Iraqi Christians to return 

to their homeland 

• For Iraqi believers to be examples of forgiveness and reconciliation 

• For believers to be encouraged and strengthened, especially those who have endured tremendous 

hardship  


