
In the news this past week (16 January 2019): 

 

1. Fuel hike protests turn deadly in Zimbabwe 

Violent protests in Zimbabwe claimed lives on Monday the 14th of January after the embattled government 

more than doubled fuel prices over the weekend. This added to strain caused by rising food prices, a weak 

currency and a public service system that has nearly collapsed. The increase means that petrol in Zimbabwe is 

now the most expensive in the world. The government is blaming the opposition MDC and other groups for 

the violence that broke out in the streets of Harare and Bulawayo. The recently elected president, Emmerson 

Mnangagwa, is currently abroad seeking long-term loans from Russia. 

From a Christian perspective, Zimbabwe largely sees itself as a nation of believers, and more than 80% of the 

population claim to be followers of Christ. But this has not translated into a righteous political system. Long-

suffering Zimbabweans are again being challenged in their response to this current crisis. Some Christian 

leaders in Zimbabwe are encouraging believers to follow the example of the Church in the Democratic Republic 

of Congo, which chose to hold their leaders accountable and to speak out and stand up for the oppressed.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the Zimbabwean government to lead in a righteous manner 

• For believers to be courageous as they hold their leaders accountable and speak up for the oppressed 

• For believers to demonstrate the change they desire for their nation 

 

 

2. Catholic Church rejects DRC electoral outcome 

The influential Catholic Church in the Democratic Republic of Congo has rejected the provisional electoral 

outcome of the presidential elections which named opposition candidate Felix Tshisekedi (chi-seh-KEH-di) the 

winner.  The Church said his win did not reflect the data of the 40,000 observers it had stationed at polling 

stations across the country. According to the national commission results, Tshisekedi secured 38.57% of the 

vote ahead of favourite Martin Fayulu with 34.8%. Data leaked by a whistle-blower claiming to be a high-level 

insider with the electoral commission appears to confirm that Fayulu was the true winner. Confirmation of the 

official results is due on 22 January, three days before the new president is officially sworn in, so it is still 

unclear who will take office. 

From a Christian perspective, both the Catholic and Protestant Churches in the DRC have played a prominent 

role in holding the government to account. It was partly due to them that elections did eventually take place, 



and that they were largely peaceful. The Church will continue to play a role as the country’s leadership is 

challenged and the results of the election are reviewed.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For a righteous review and consideration of the election results   

• For the Church to resolutely hold the government to account  

• For believers to actively pursue righteousness and justice   

 

 

3. Syrian and Kurdish leaders are optimistic that agreement can be reached 

On Sunday 13 January, the assistant Syrian Foreign Minister expressed the government’s hope that dialogue 

with Syrian Kurdish groups will intensify. This signals support for talks that the Kurds hope will lead to a political 

deal between two of the main players in the multi-sided war. A senior Kurdish official said that Kurdish leaders 

aim to secure a Russian-mediated political deal with the Syrian government regardless of U.S. plans to 

withdraw from the region. A political deal could piece back together the two biggest chunks of a country 

splintered by eight years of war, leaving one corner of the northwest in the hands of rebels backed by Turkey.  

From a Christian perspective, it is heartening that steps are being taken to bring about greater unity in Syria. 

It is also encouraging that these steps towards a peaceful resolution are being made through mediation and 

discussion rather than with weapons of destruction.    

Pray with us for the following: 

• For a concerted effort to resolve differences 

• For an enduring peaceful resolution 

• For believers in the region to be bearers of hope 

 

 

4. Millions of Hindus gather at Ganges river for cleansing ritual 

The 15th of January marked the start of the Hindu festival known as Kumbh Mela, which is expected to see 

more than 120 million Hindus gather over a period of 49 days. Kumbh Mela takes place at the convergence of 

the Ganges (GAN-jees) and two other rivers and is the world’s largest single gathering of people. It is believed 

that washing oneself in the river during the Kumbh Mela will cleanse one from past sins and will liberate one 

from the cycle of death and reincarnation.  



From a Christian perspective, it is amazing to realise how few believers have even heard of the Kumbh Mela 

when it is such an important festival in the Hindu world. One possible reason for this is that beyond India’s 

borders Hindus do not present a threat to Christians. However, one can imagine the Lord’s heart breaking for 

all the millions seeking the cleansing of sin that He offers. As Christians, there is a great need to be aware of 

the spiritual need in the world, and to respond with action as well as prayer.    

Pray with us for the following: 

• For there to be Christians at the Kumbh Mela who actively share the Gospel message 

• For those seeking forgiveness from sins to encounter the truth of Christ 

• For Christians around the globe to reach out with prayer and action for the Hindu world 

 

 

5. Talks with Taliban fail once again 

Yet another attempt at dialogue between U.S. officials and the Taliban has stalled. The aim was to take steps 

towards ending the 17-year conflict in Afghanistan, but the talks fell apart for various reasons. One key issue 

was that the Taliban refused to speak directly with the Afghan government. They also said that they would 

not discuss other matters until the U.S. “foreign occupation” ends. The war in Afghanistan is the U.S.’ longest 

overseas military intervention. Afghanistan ranked as the deadliest country in the world in 2018, with more 

than 43,000 reported deaths that resulted from political violence.  

From a Christian perspective, it would seem that Afghanistan is locked in some kind of spiritual stronghold 

that keeps it in a state of constant conflict. Over the past decades, another enemy or opponent has arisen as 

the previous one was defeated or subdued. There are few known believers in the country, but they do exist 

and are in much need of prayer for strength and encouragement in the midst of constant turmoil.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For a breakthrough in the attempted peace talks with the Taliban 

• For a miraculous freedom from conflict for the nation of Afghanistan 

• For the Lord to strengthen, encourage and give hope to the few Christians in the country 


