
In the news this past week (7 Nov 18): 

 

1. ACDP concerned about calls for laws to regulate churches 

In February this year, the Ministry of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs effectively dismissed the 

CRL Rights Commission’s proposal for State regulation of religion. They recommended that solutions be found 

by the religious community, for the religious community. It therefore came as a great shock this past week 

when another parliamentary body called again for State intervention in religious activities. African Christian 

Democratic Party MP, Cheryllyn Dudley, reiterated that the CRL’s proposed peer review system was unsuitable 

for the religious sector, and that State intervention could infringe on religious freedoms enshrined in the 

Constitution. 

From a Christian perspective, it is important for believers to actively respond to abusive activities within their 

local church. It is also important for Church leaders to deal with those who are using their position to exploit 

others. It is not enough to speak out against such practices, without action being taken. However, religious 

leaders around the nation are already actively seeking acceptable forms of self-regulation, including the 

development of a Code of Conduct that is being prepared by the South African Council for Religious Rights and 

Freedoms.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the government to allow the religious community to enact effective systems of self-regulation 

• For the Church to take quick action in dealing with any and all forms of abuse 

• For believers to be discerning and to assist those who may be exploited by others  

 

 

2. Protests erupt in Pakistan after acquittal of Asia Bibi 

A Pakistan Christian woman, Asia Bibi (AH-zee-yah BEE-bee), who was sentenced to death for blasphemy has 

won her appeal and been acquitted in a landmark ruling. The court’s decision resulted in widespread protests 

and riots. The case has been deeply divisive in Pakistan where there is strong support for the blasphemy laws, 

which are regularly used to settle personal scores, particularly against minority groups. The government 

responded to protesters’ demands by placing Bibi on an exit control list that prevents her from leaving the 

country.  

From a Christian perspective, the landmark decision by Pakistan’s highest court was unexpected and 

significant. It demonstrates the Lord’s sovereignty and that justice is ultimately in His hands. However, 



Pakistan is at a major crossroads and the future direction the government takes could greatly affect the Church 

in Pakistan. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For God’s continued intervention in Asia Bibi’s case 

• For protection for the Church in Pakistan  

• For believers to be resilient as they face possible negative backlash  

 

 

3. Egypt’s Coptic Christians targeted again by terrorists 

Egyptian security forces killed 19 Islamist militants from a cell believed to be responsible for an attack on 

Christians in central Egypt in which seven people died. In Muslim-majority Egypt, Coptic Christians have a long 

history of facing persecution and repeated attacks on their churches. Copts are the largest ethno-religious 

minority in the country, making up around 10 percent of the population. Egyptian president Abdel Fattah al-

Sisi has pledged to protect Egypt's Copts, and there was a lull in attacks in 2018. However, many still believe 

that the president’s promises have failed to fully materialise. 

From a Christian perspective, the Coptic Christians’ demonstration of forgiveness in the face of fierce 

persecution has made a major impact on Egyptian society. But among the younger generation, there is a 

growing sense of unease and questioning of this approach. There is concern that some may respond with 

violence, which will negatively impact the Church’s testimony. The constant pressure on the Church could also 

see a new wave of emigration as people grow tired of “turning the other cheek”. Alternatively, the Church 

could grow in strength and number.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the Egyptian government to respond effectively to the pleas of Coptic Christians 

• For the younger generation to discover the power of forgiveness as they wrestle with how to respond 

• For Egyptian believers to continue to be salt and light in their communities    

 

 

4. Iran defiant as US reimposes hefty sanctions 

The United States has officially re-imposed all sanctions against Iran that were lifted under the terms of the 

Iran nuclear deal. However, it has granted temporary waivers that will allow China, India, Italy, Greece, Japan, 



South Korea, Taiwan and Turkey to continue to import Iranian oil. Iran’s president called the sanctions an act 

of “economic war” and said his country would win. How the confrontation will unfold is unclear, but experts 

on Iran and sanctions said Iran’s already struggling economy will definitely feel more pain.  

From a Christian perspective, as the pressure on Iran mounts, the need for peacemakers becomes much 

greater. There does not appear to be any prominent figures currently reaching out towards Iran in a 

conciliatory tone, so there is a responsibility for the Church to embrace this opportunity. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For peacemakers who can diffuse the situation   

• For the Lord to reveal Himself to Iranians in the midst of economic pressures and political uncertainty 

• For Iranian believers to seize the opportunity to share the Gospel of hope with their families and 

neighbours  

 

 

5. Saudi Arabia hosts rare visit of US evangelical Christian delegation 

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman held a rare meeting with American evangelical Christians. 

This happened as part of the ultra-conservative Muslim kingdom’s moves to open more to the world and 

improve its image of religious intolerance. A visit by prominent non-Muslim leaders is a rare act of religious 

openness for Saudi Arabia, which is home to the holiest sites in Islam and bans the practice of other religions. 

From a Christian perspective, prominent Christians have often paved the way for peace in countries that were 

openly antagonistic towards Christians. Billy and Franklin Graham both played a role in laying the foundations 

for peaceful interactions with North Korea, which are now beginning to bear fruit. May the seeds that have 

been sown in Saudi Arabia also bear much fruit. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For greater freedom of belief in Saudi Arabia to become a reality 

• For prominent believers to continue their peace-building efforts  

• For Saudis to actively seek the Lord as more opportunities become available   


