
In the news this past week (14 Nov 18): 

 

1. Madagascar presidential elections 

Presidential elections were held in the impoverished Indian Ocean island nation of Madagascar on 7 

November. However, results may take a few weeks to be finalised due to the remote locations of some polling 

stations. Former president Andry Rajoelina (AN-dree rah-joe-wuh-LEE-nah) appeared to take an early lead, but 

if he receives less than 50 percent of the vote, he will face a run-off in December. Madagascar has struggled 

with instability since gaining independence from France in 1960 and has a long history of coups. Earlier this 

year, the current president failed to change electoral laws, and it is hoped that these elections will resolve the 

recent political crisis.   

From a Christian perspective, it might seem that the obvious solution for the challenges experienced by the 

citizens of Madagascar would be a leader that brings stability and economic improvement. And on some levels, 

this would be true. However, it is also true that when political situations are unstable and bring despair, people 

are more likely to turn to the Lord as a source of hope. Just over half of Madagascar’s population identifies as 

Christian, so there is a body of believers who can be a voice of hope regardless of what happens with the 

government.   

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the results of the elections to be accepted peacefully 

• For the new leader of Madagascar to work for the good of the people 

• For Christians in Madagascar to share hope in Christ with people who are struggling  

 

 

2. Australian PM responds to terror attack 

After a terror attack in Melbourne, the Australian prime minister Scott Morrison said that “radical, violent, 

extremist Islam” is the greatest threat to Australian national security. The attack was carried out on Friday 9 

November by a lone assailant who was reportedly inspired by the Islamic State group. The Somali-born 

Australian set alight a vehicle in a busy area of the city before attempting to stab pedestrians. He injured two 

and fatally wounded one before being shot by police. The Islamic State claimed responsibility for the attack, 

but there are no known ties between the attacker and the terrorist group.  

From a Christian perspective, it is easy enough to point fingers at radicalised Muslims who act violently. 

However, there are some cases where extremist Christians have been guilty of similar behaviour. Prime 



Minister Morrison touched on this, saying that no religion is immune to extremism. He urged all religious 

leaders to protect their communities against “dangerous teachings and ideologies”. For Christians, it is 

important for so-called radical faith to be characterised by behaviour that closely resembles Christ’s. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For vulnerable and isolated Muslims in Western countries to be accepted in their communities rather 

than radicalised 

• For Muslims to encounter the Gospel rather than extremist propaganda  

• For the Australian Church to actively reach out to Muslims despite such attacks  

 

 

3. World leaders gather in France to mark centenary of WWI end 

On Saturday 10 November, the two leaders of France and Germany embraced during a ceremony marking the 

centenary of the Armistice peace agreement that ended World War One. France was the primary battleground 

of the war, and Germany had led a coalition that fought mostly French, British, Russian and American troops. 

On Sunday the 11th, about 70 world leaders gathered at the Arc de Triomphe in Paris to commemorate the 

signing of the peace treaty. More than 70 million soldiers were involved in World War One, and more than 10 

million died. 

From a Christian perspective, the lasting peace that world leaders expected after the end of the First World 

War has never been achieved, and it is unlikely to happen before Christ returns. However, many leaders are 

still working for it. French president Emmanuel Macron called for Europeans and all people to “never yield to 

our weaker instincts, nor efforts to divide us”. He also spoke against the kind of nationalism that closes 

borders, as he said that it “preaches rejection of the other”. These attitudes reflect Christian moral values and 

are true of peace-makers.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For political leaders around the world to learn from the lessons of the past 

• For leaders to make wise decisions when dealing with geopolitical conflict 

• For the global Church to be active and tireless in peace-making    

 

 

 



4. US mid-term elections 

After what was possibly the most intense mid-term election campaign in recent history, Americans voted on 

Tuesday 6 November. The Democratic party took control of the House of Representatives for the first time 

since 2010, while Republicans expanded their majority in the Senate. The gains for the Democrats mean that 

they have more power to challenge President Donald Trump’s legislative agenda, such as border wall funding. 

Analysts are predicting certain political stalemates in the next two years leading up to the 2020 election, and 

political struggles that could be even more contentious than those of the past two years.  

From a Christian perspective, the way in which the elections happened in the US can be seen as something of 

a testimony to the rest of the world. The US is still recognised as the leading ‘Christian’ nation in the world, 

and the fact the elections were carried out peacefully despite the tensions of the lead-up and the immense 

differences in the country was an example of what is possible.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the newly-appointed leaders to be used as part of God’s plan for the US   

• For the differences between Republicans and Democrats to be overcome for the good of the country 

• For the US Church to continue their commitment to global missions 

 

 

5. Tensions between Israel and Gaza de-escalates 

A recent flare-up of tensions between Israel and Gaza resulted in a number of fatalities. Hamas militants in 

Gaza fired more than 460 rockets into Israel, and Israel responded by targeting more than 160 militant targets. 

The escalation in conflict was the worst since the full-blown war between the two powers in 2014. However, 

it only lasted two days. A ceasefire was brokered by Egyptian mediators by Wednesday 14 November. This 

prompted the resignation of the Israeli defence minister, who said that Israel’s agreement to the ceasefire 

was “surrendering to terror”.   

From a Christian perspective, what happens in Israel continues to be of great interest, concern and importance 

for many Christians in the rest of the world. And much prayer is generated for the nation of Israel. This could 

be playing a role in the fact that Israel actively seeks to avoid full-scale war as much as possible, and their 

approach to conflict is mostly defensive. This stands in contrast to many of Israel’s neighbours and other 

countries in the Middle East region.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the ceasefire between Israel and Hamas to hold   



• For a Godly appointment of a new defence minister for Israel 

• For Israeli leaders to prioritise peace as well as their personal defence 


