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500 YEARS SINCE THE
REFORMATION

WHAT: The Protestant religious revolution
and breakaway from the Catholic Church, initiated by
Martin Luther
WHEN: Began on 31 October 1517, when Luther is
believed to have nailed the ‘95 Theses’ on the doors
of churches in Wittenberg, Germany
WHO: Martin Luther (1483-1546) was a German monk
and Professor of Theology at the University of
Wittenberg
THE 95 THESES: A list of statements that expressed
Luther’s concerns about certain practices and doctrine
in the Church (e.g. ‘paying’ one’s way into heaven)

LUTHER'S CORE THEOLOGICAL IDEAS
Sola Gratia
(Grace
Alone)
Salvation
comes solely
by the grace
(unmerited favour)of
the Triune God and
not by human works

Sola Fide
(Faith
Alone)
Salvation
comes solely
through faith in
Jesus Christ’s
life, death and
resurrection

Sola
Scriptura
(Scripture
Alone)
Scripture is
the final authority
in justifying belief
and practice for the
Church and the
Christian believer

ESSENTIAL BELIEFS OF THE REFORMATION
The Bible, not
tradition, is the
supreme authority
in all matters of
doctrine and
practice

Christians enjoy
direct, priestly
access to God
through Christ,
and need no
earthly mediator

Salvation is a
free gift of God,
bestowed on
account of Jesus
Christ and
received by faith

Number of missionary Protestants serving in the world = 140,000 (recorded)
Of these:
74% are working among nominal Christians
8% among tribal peoples
6% among Muslims
4% among non-religious/atheists
3% among Buddhists
2% among Hindus
2% among Chinese folk religions
1% among Jews

THREE MOVEMENTS IN PROTESTANISM TODAY
LIBERALISM
the accommodation
of Christian faith
to modern ideas
and values
influences mostly
mainline
denominations:
Methodist, Baptist,
Lutheran,
Presbyterian

CHARISMATIC
MOVEMENT

EVANGELICALISM
inspired by ideas of
the Reformation and the
revivals of later
centuries
characterised by emphasis
on conversion, the Bible,
the atoning work of
Christ, and forms of
activism such as
evangelism and social
action

began in the 1960s
adoption of
Pentecostal beliefs
and practices, such
as baptism in the
Holy Spirit and
tongues
influenced a broad
number of churches

WHERE ARE THE PROTESTANTS?

Approximately
560 million
Protestants in
the world

Despite Europe
the birthplace
it is expected
of Protestants
Europe by 2050

being
of Protestantism,
that less than 10%
will live in

Africa is home to 41% of
all Protestants – by 2050, it is
expected that this will rise to
around 53%
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