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AGE: 71
PERIOD OF
LEADERSHIP:
President since 2017

POTENTIAL LENGTH
OF LEADERSHIP:
If elected to a second
term, will serve until
2025

LEVEL OF
EDUCATION :
Economics degree at
the Wharton School
(University of
Pennsylvania)

DID YOU KNOW?
World's 544th richest
person (Forbes, May ‘17)

DONALD TRUMP
D

onald Trump was inaugurated on 20 January 2017 as the
45th president of the United States. One year later, he has
set in motion one of the most conservative administrations in US
history, and a possible turning point for US Christianity.
Mr Trump, with his uncompromising approach, has redefined
global politics and reshaped geo-political relationships. A case in
point was his visit to Saudi Arabia in May 2017, where he
addressed a group of Arab leaders. He challenged Muslim leaders
to step up their efforts to counter a “wicked ideology” and purge
the “foot soldiers of evil” from their societies. “This is a battle
between good and evil,” he said, and further challenged the
Muslim leaders: “Barbarism will deliver you no glory – piety to evil
will bring you no dignity. If you choose the path of terror, your life
will be empty, your life will be brief, and your soul will be
condemned.”
This speech was in stark contrast to one given by Barack Obama
during a visit to Egypt in June 2009, where he opened by quoting
from the Quran and went on to describe his own personal
experiences with Islam, including having Muslim family members,
growing up in Indonesia and having "the call of the azaan" shape
his convictions. One leader told INcontext afterwards that they
liked what Obama said, but they didn’t believe him and didn’t
honour him for bringing a “compromised” message.

Estimated net worth of
$3.5 billion

By Mike Burnard

capital of Israel will not be the last controversial decision of his
presidency. But 2018 will likely prove to be a much more difficult
political landscape to navigate.
One of the major challenges he will face this year is the mid-term
elections that will be held in November. Another challenge will be
Mr Trump’s foreign policy and his “America First” platform that
has delighted his supporters, but has outraged critics and much of
the global establishment. The nuclear threat of North Korea will
remain in the news and his relationships with Vladimir Putin, Xi
Jingping and Theresa May will continue to be under scrutiny, as
well and his approach to Palestine, Iran, the UN and numerous
other issues.

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
A highly respected mission leader from the US said the following:
“We need someone to be a ‘wrecking ball’ to the secularprogressive agenda, the political establishment and political
correctness that has run rough-shod over our constitution and our
conservative sensibilities. Mr Trump has stepped forward and said
that he will be that ‘wrecking ball’. He is not the product of weak
people needing a strongman. He is the product of strong-minded
men and women who have had enough of their religious liberties
taken away by a corrupt and anti-Christian administration.”

There is no doubt that Mr Trump will continue his brazen and bold
leadership style in 2018. His declaration of Jerusalem as the
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AGE: 65
PERIOD OF
LEADERSHIP:
1999 to present (as both
Prime Minister and
President)

POTENTIAL LENGTH
OF LEADERSHIP:
May serve until 2024 (if
elected in 2018)

LEVEL OF
EDUCATION :
Law degree at Leningrad
State University
Three honorary
doctorate degrees

DID YOU KNOW?
Passionate about martial
arts (including judo,
taekwondo and karate)

VLADIMIR PUTIN
O

n Sunday 18 March, Russians will go to the polls to elect
the president of Russia, and if everything goes as planned,
Vladimir Putin will win a fourth term, allowing him to stay in
power for another six years. Aside from Joseph Stalin, no one
would have served longer. With Mr Putin at the helm, the nation
has slowly moved towards a unified Russia, the likes of which
have not been seen since the old USSR. However, a full
realisation of the ‘former glory’ would likely lead to a
confrontation with NATO, a war that Mr Putin knows he would
not win at this stage. Thus, he plays the ‘long game’ of stirring
Russian nationalism in Eastern Europe. His tactics worked in
Crimea and East Ukraine, and analysts fear he will attempt the
same with the Baltic States; with an approval rating of up to
80%, he is riding the ‘Russian Bear’ in style.
Hosting the FIFA World Cup tournament, one of the mostwatched sporting events in the world, is a big foreign policy
‘victory’ for the Putin-led government, and is being used to
persuade the people that Russia’s greatness is being reborn on
the world stage – all thanks to Mr Putin. Football is huge in
Russia, but for those who see Mr Putin as a 21st century tsar, he
needs to prove his power by means of military victories on a
global stage, such as Crimea. Even Russia’s intervention on the
side of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad could be presented as a

By Andrew Richards

victory, especially in light of the Soviet Union’s defeat by the
United States in Afghanistan in the 80s.
Even though it’s almost certain that Mr Putin will win the
election, the future of Russia is set to change dramatically over
the next six years as the constitution will prevent him from
running again after this election. A succession plan is needed if
Mr Putin’s legacy is to continue, and if succession fails, there is
the possibility of civil unrest that could dissolve into violence.
With more than half the population currently under the age of
forty, and growing, a more Western-inclined Russian
population (with the youth drawn to the freedoms of the West)
is set to test the Kremlin over the next six years. After his reelection, Mr Putin will most certainly attempt to increase his
visibility on the world stage.

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
Under Mr Putin’s reign, there has been an increase in
restrictions on non-Orthodox Christians in Russia, which has
not gone unnoticed by the international community. With
churches being closed and believers imprisoned, the Russia of
tomorrow is looking more and more like the Soviet State of
yesteryear, and that could prove to be Mr Putin’s downfall. He
will have a hard time securing foreign policy victories in the
future, while severely repressing believers in his own nation.
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AGE: 64
PERIOD OF
LEADERSHIP:
President since 2012

POTENTIAL LENGTH
OF LEADERSHIP:
President until 2022

LEVEL OF
EDUCATION :
Chemical engineering
degree at Tsinghua
University
Marxist philosophy and
ideological postgraduate
education

DID YOU KNOW?
Father was China's
deputy prime minister
and early ally of Mao
Zedong

XI JINPING
C

hina is moving towards the centre stage of the world,
and the man leading it there, with a firm hand, is Xi
Jinping, the most powerful Chinese leader since Mao
Zedong. Mr Xi is not only leading China in economic terms,
but also geopolitically. In his own words: “China will
resolutely uphold the authority and status of the United
Nations, actively fulfil China's international obligations and
duties, remain firmly committed to China's pledges to tackle
climate change, actively push for the Belt and Road Initiative,
and always be a builder of world peace, contributor of global
development and keeper of international order.”
Over the past five years, a leadership ‘personality cult’ has
formed around Mr Xi – nothing like the ancient emperors
who were known as “sons of heaven”, but close enough for
him to have risen to absolute power, holding the reigns of
the ‘Chinese dragon’, ready to devour the world. The
Spectator stated: “New toys such as the Liaoning, China’s
first aircraft carrier, have been flashed around the Taiwan
Strait, especially during Taiwan’s elections last year.
Elsewhere, China has used a persuasive combination of
economic reward (meaning access to its market), military

By: Andrew Richards
threat, and diplomatic pressure to manoeuvre its
neighbours and other nations into more convenient,
malleable positions.”
China’s international economic rise paved the way for its
military to follow, opening its first overseas military base in
Africa, and claiming ‘blue water’ navy status by launching its
own aircraft carrier and claiming dominance over the South
China Seas. But it’s not China’s growing military might
that’s changing the future of China – it’s Mr Xi’s ambitious
One Belt, One Road (OBOR) initiative, linking China to all of
Europe and everything in between.

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
Having a train run from China to the UK is no small
achievement, and it hasn’t gone unnoticed by the Church
either: with Chinese foreign development comes Chinese
workers, and with Chinese workers comes Chinese
Christians who are using China’s rise to spread the Gospel.
With Mr Xi’s growing foreign policies, there is the potential
for the Church to grow elsewhere in Asia and the Muslim
world.
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AGE: 34
PERIOD OF
LEADERSHIP:
Supreme Leader - 2011
till present

POTENTIAL
LENGTH OF
LEADERSHIP:
Lifelong

LEVEL OF
EDUCATION :
Physics degree from
Kim Il-sung University,
Officer training at Kim Il
Sung Military University

DID YOU KNOW?
Third youngest son of
his father’s seven
children (four daughters
and three sons).

KIM JONG UN
A

fter a dramatic year of missile testing and a ramping-up of the
rhetoric between the US and North Korea, with some analysts
even speaking of the very real possibility of a catastrophic war,
2018 kicked off on a surprisingly conciliatory note with the first high
-level diplomatic talks between the two Koreas in over two years.
Although much of the 12-hour meeting was devoted to discussions
surrounding the upcoming Winter Olympics in South Korea and the
North’s possible attendance, mention was made of the possibility
of future military discussions. "North Korea's weapons are only
aimed at the United States, not our brethren, China or Russia," said
Ri Son Gwon, head of North Korea's delegation at the meeting. But
retired South Korean Lieutenant-General I.B. Chun told the
Westminster-based think tank Policy Exchange that, while his heart
hoped the talks would lead to peace, every indication was that "we
have a long way to go". Chun went on to warn that Pyongyang's
cyber capabilities should also not be underestimated. Australia,
Britain and the US have all named North Korea as the culprit
behind last year’s global ‘WannaCry’ cyber-attack, which crippled
the British health system and infected 300,000 computers across
the world.
There are no simple answers or solutions to the North Korean
conundrum. What does seem to be apparent in Kim Jong Un’s
behaviour is that he is not a madman, but one who is motivated by
clear, long-term goals that revolve around ensuring regime survival.
Despite military confrontation possibly being closer than ever in

By Donnelly McCleland
2017, many analysts are of the conviction that the North Korean
leader does not seek a war, but does view perpetual
confrontation as a key strategy in maintaining his grip on power.

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
When it comes to North Korea and its leaders, no inducement has
seemed to work. No diplomatic negotiations, nor some of the
harshest sanctions of all time, or threats of military action have
successfully brought about behavioural change in the North’s
leaders. The severe isolation of the nation has continued to
ensure an ill-informed populace, lacking the ability (and, in the
majority of cases, the motivation) to force a change in leadership.
It will possibly take a divine encounter between Kim Jong Un and
his Creator to bring about any lasting change – like King
Nebuchadnezzar in the Bible, who was confronted, night after
night, by a God who sees and knows, who asks questions, who
stirs and challenges. Every night when Nebuchadnezzar closed
his eyes, he was confronted by holiness, truth, and the terror of
the greatness of God. The questions asked were ones he couldn't
answer, precisely because God was asking them. He was driven
to seek answers, and when those he usually turned to were
unable to assist him, it was a Godly man, Daniel, who pointed him
in the right direction. May there be such a ‘Daniel’ should Kim
Jong Un be confronted in a similar manner.
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AGE: 78
PERIOD OF
LEADERSHIP:
Supreme Leader - 1989
till present

POTENTIAL
LENGTH OF
LEADERSHIP:
Lifelong

LEVEL OF
EDUCATION :
Began studying Quran
at 4 years old
Basic and Advanced
Seminary studies at
hawza of Mashhad

DID YOU KNOW?
Became a cleric at the
age of eleven

ALI HOSEINI-KHAMENEI
E

ver since Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was appointed Iran’s
Supreme Leader in 1989, there has been a power struggle in
Iran between two groups: moderates and reformists on one side
(liberals who want to open Iran’s political system and make Iran a
‘normal’, non-revolutionary state), and those who want to keep
Iran in a permanent revolutionary state, preserving its theocracy
and opposing rapprochement with the West, on the other. Recent
developments, however, indicate that 2018 could be a critical year
for the Ayatollah (who is also said to have terminal cancer).
In December 2017, street protests broke out in smaller, provincial
Iranian towns, rapidly spreading to the capital, Tehran, and
ultimately to more than 80 cities nationwide. They apparently
began over economic concerns, but later broadened into a general
critique of Iran’s clerical establishment. Officially, 21 people died
and 1,000 were arrested, although a parliament member from
Tehran, Mahmoud Sadeghi, said that as many as 3,700 protesters
were arrested. The uprisings have since died down, following a
crackdown and the imposition of severe restrictions on social
media. Mr Khamenei has lashed out at Iran’s ‘enemies’ in the
West, admitting that the recent protests had hurt Iran’s
establishment, and threatened the United States, in particular,
with revenge.
On 8 January 2018, as the protests were dying down, a video of
the Ayatollah’s election in 1989 was leaked. The footage of the
secret session reveals that Mr Khamenei was only given a
caretaker role as Supreme Leader for a one-year period. He is also
shown saying he was not qualified for the position and that his

By Donnelly McCleland
selection was unconstitutional. The video not only raises questions
about Mr Khamenei's rise to the most powerful seat in the country,
but also his current leadership.

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
While the protests in Iran garnered much publicity across the globe,
many have struggled to put a finger on the causes thereof –
whether they are rooted in pure economics, political rivalry or a
combination of factors. An aspect that most of the secular media
has overlooked, however, is the growing number of Christian
conversions in this Muslim-majority nation. A high profile Islamic
seminary official, Ayatollah Alavi Boroujerdi, has reportedly stated:
"Accurate reports indicate that the youth are becoming Christians
in Qom [one of the most Islamic cities in Iran] and attending house
churches." Iranian converts, Christian leaders and missiologists are
all saying the same thing: “Iranian Muslims are converting to
Christianity at an unprecedented pace.” This reported growth is
happening despite tremendous persecution and opposition from
the government.
The outcome of the protests remains to be seen. Will they lead to
more freedoms, or to even worse repressions? And as the number
of conversions continues to rise, will the government target
churches even more fiercely, or will those who have tasted life as
children of God through Jesus Christ act as leaven in Iranian
society, inspiring more people to seek freedom from their
authoritarian overlords?
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AGE: 32
PERIOD OF
LEADERSHIP:
Crown Prince - 2017 till
present
Also three Ministerial
positions

POTENTIAL
LENGTH OF
LEADERSHIP:
When king = lifelong

LEVEL OF
EDUCATION :
Law degree from King
Saud University

DID YOU KNOW?
Bought a £452 million
yacht from a Russian
tycoon while holidaying
in France

MOHAMMED BIN SALMAN
“I

will return Saudi Arabia to moderate Islam”. This potentially
faith-changing declaration echoed around the world as
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman pledged to destroy
extremism and return the kingdom of Saudi Arabia to “moderate
Islam”. “We are … open to the world and all religions... we won’t
waste (another) 30 years combating extremist thoughts, we will
destroy them now and immediately,” he said.
Prince Mohammed was appointed Crown Prince in June 2017, in a
nation that is closely associated with radical Islam. He immediately
assumed the positions of Chief of the Royal Court, Minister of
State, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defence – all at
the age of 32, the youngest minister of defence in the world.
Despite his age, Prince Mohammed has made his presence felt in
the Islamic community. He is recognised by the 2018 Muslim 500 (a
profile of the world’s 500 most influential Muslims) as the 13th most
powerful Islamic leader and the 7th most powerful political leader.
He has a PhD in International Law and is fluent in Arabic, English
and French. He is also one of the youngest billionaires in the world
with an estimated net worth of more than $10 billion.
There is no doubt that Prince Mohammed represents a new face of
Islam, and his reforms will challenge the conservative views of
religious clerics in Saudi Arabia. In his future role as king, which
could span for decades, he would immediately become custodian
of the two Holy Mosques, controller of the world’s largest oil
reserves, head of the world’s largest Da’wa (Islamic ‘missionary’)
network and head of a nine-state coalition in the region.

By Mike Burnard
In November 2017, Prince Mohammed initiated the detention of 11
princes and four ministers under the cover of corruption charges.
He is also central to the reforms that have resulted in the breaking
of an alliance between hard-line clerics. The reforms have tackled
societal taboos head-on, such as the recently withdrawn ban on
women driving, and scaled-back guardianship laws that restrict
women’s roles.

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
The scale and scope of the recent reforms has been unprecedented
in the country’s modern history and concerns remain that a deeply
conservative base will oppose what is effectively a “theological
revolution”. In the context of global terrorism, radical Islam,
Muslim refugees, the great schism between Sunni and Shia Islam
and a dramatic implosion of the Islamic faith, Prince Mohammed
could be compared to Christian reformer Martin Luther in the 16th
century who was the catalyst of the Protestant Reformation.
Luther triggered a movement that reformulated certain basic
tenets of Christian belief, and in the same way, Prince Mohammed
could become one of the most influential figures in the history of
Islam.
2018 will be a definitive year, not only for Saudi Arabia, but for the
process of reformation within Islam and the clash of theologies.
Prince Mohammed will be a key role-player.
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AGE: 40
PERIOD OF
LEADERSHIP:
President since 2017

POTENTIAL
LENGTH OF
LEADERSHIP:
Will face re-election in
2022

LEVEL OF
EDUCATION :
Philosophy degree at
Paris Nanterre
University
Masters degree in
Public Affairs

DID YOU KNOW?
Married to Brigitte
Macron, his former
high school teacher

EMMANUEL MACRON
A

long with German Chancellor Angela Merkel, French
President Emmanuel Macron is one of the key players in
shaping a new future for Europe – Mr Macron even more so,
since Mrs Merkel has been tied up in lengthy coalition
negotiations to form a new government in Germany. Mr
Macron burst onto the political scene, almost out of nowhere,
very much like US President Donald Trump, shocking the
political elite by acting quickly and boldly. This was seen when
Mr Macron presented the Chinese Premier, Xi Jinping, with a
racehorse during a recent visit to China. According to Mr
Macron, the eight-year-old gelding from France’s presidential
cavalry corps represented “an unprecedented diplomatic
gesture”, and his counterpart agreed. Chinese experts say that
Mr Macron’s gift was a reference to the ‘Qianlima’ or
“thousand-mile horse”, suggesting that Mr Macron was
signalling his desire for a long-lasting relationship with Beijing.
Mr Macron also started his China tour in Xi’an, the ancient Silk
Road hub, that according to the Chinese delegation meant
that Macron was backing the One Belt, One Road initiative.
But what does a visit to China and the gift of a horse tell us
about Mr Macron’s plans for Europe? In 2017, he lobbied the
European Council to move away from a Europe of nations
towards a single nation of Europe. Mr Macron is championing

By Andrew Richards

an EU with its own finance minister, own budget, own
economic governance, a harmonised tax system, and its own
army and border police force. Put simply, Mr Macron wants a
unified Europe, strong enough to engage China and the rest
of the world. And he’s willing to give away a prized horse to
prove it.

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
There are two possible strategic outcomes of Mr Macron’s
“united Europe”. Firstly, it would present an almost
impregnable barrier to Russia, forcing Russian President
Vladimir Putin to move his interests elsewhere, perhaps away
from Ukraine and focused more on Russia’s role in the
Middle East. The downside of this would be a greater Russian
presence in the Middle East, which could endanger the lives
of Middle Eastern Christians. Secondly, Mr Macron is rapidly
surpassing Mrs Merkel to become Europe’s geopolitical
leader, and if his “single nation of Europe” dreams become a
reality, a new era of European supremacy would be able to
challenge not only China’s economy but also the US military.
A strong Europe could potentially see a comeback of the
‘golden age’ of missions on the back of European expansion.
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AGE: 68
PERIOD OF
LEADERSHIP:
Prime Minister from
2009 till present (also
1996-99)

POTENTIAL
LENGTH OF
LEADERSHIP:
Possibly till 2019

LEVEL OF
EDUCATION :
Master of Science at
MIT in the USA

DID YOU KNOW?
Was part of the elite
commando unit,
Sayeret Matkal, that
saved a plane full of
hostages in 1972

BENJAMIN NETANYAHU
B

enjamin Netanyahu is the first Israeli prime minister born in
Israel after the establishment of the state. He has been
elected prime minister of Israel four times, matching the record of
the founding prime minister, David Ben-Gurion. If he survives for
another full term, he will become Israel’s longest-serving prime
minister in 2018. His chances of seeing out the full term took quite
a knock in 2017 with a slew of corruption allegations, not only
against him, but also members of his family and some associates.
Mr Netanyahu, who is currently in India to meet with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, is also set to meet with Russian President
Vladimir Putin and US President Donald Trump in the coming
weeks. Referring to all the planned meetings, Mr Netanyahu said
that “in the coming weeks I will meet with the leaders of three of
the four strongest countries in the world.” This is a testament to
Israel’s diplomatic stature and strength, he said, which flows from
the country’s economic and military strength. Despite such
engagement on the world stage, however, Mr Netanyahu still finds
himself dealing daily with political issues and scandals swirling
around him and his family.
One often gets the sense that, whether one loves or hates him, Mr
Netanyahu tends to get a raw deal, and that for some reason, he is
held to a different (and, in some ways, impossible) standard. But it
is difficult to argue with his success. Under his watch, Israel’s
macroeconomic numbers have been excellent, while he has
maintained a fairly measured and careful security policy that has
kept things relatively quiet.

By Donnelly McCleland

One of the tremendous challenges facing Mr Netanyahu this year,
besides his own political survival, will be bridging the deepening
political divide in Israel. He will also, most certainly, continue to
express his concern over the Iranian nuclear deal. He is convinced
that a nuclear Iran is an existential threat to Israel, and one can
expect that he will consistently act accordingly, to counter this
threat.

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
Christianity is one of the recognised religions in Israel and is
practised by an estimated 169,000 Israeli citizens (about 2% of
population, mostly Arab). In Israel, the practice of religion is free. In
Mr Netanyahu’s 2017 Christmas greeting, he said: “I'm very proud
to be the prime minister of Israel, a country that says, 'Merry
Christmas' first to its Christian citizens and to our Christian friends
around the world. I'm proud that Israel is the country in which
Christians not only survive, but they thrive." He also went on to
promise Christians around the world that he would be their guide
next Christmas and give them a tour of the country's holy sites.
Later in December, he slammed the Tehran regime for its
treatment of Iranian Christians. Referring to Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif’s Twitter Christmas greeting, he
noted, “Saying ‘Merry Christmas’ while jailing Christians in your
own country is the height of hypocrisy.” He concluded with: “Say a
prayer for our Christian brothers and sisters who are suffering at
the hands of this cruel Iranian regime. We stand with you, brothers
and sisters – the world stands with you.”
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AGE: 63
PERIOD OF
LEADERSHIP:
President from 2014 till
present

POTENTIAL LENGTH
OF LEADERSHIP:
Until 2022 (if re-elected in
2018)

LEVEL OF
EDUCATION :
Military graduate—
Egyptian Military
Academy and abroad

DID YOU KNOW?
After taking office—
demonstrated
commitment to
rebuilding the Egyptian
economy by donating half
his salary and personal

ABDEL FATAH AL-SISI

F

ormer Field Marshal Abdel Fattah al-Sisi was sworn into office
as president of Egypt on 8 June 2014, and then faced the uphill
battle of saving a politically and economically battered Egypt with a
weak infrastructure, plummeting currency, and violent insurgency
and unrest in Sinai.
Since then, Egypt has enjoyed excellent international relations with
members of the Arab League, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and the
United States. He was the first world leader to call Donald Trump
to congratulate him on his election as president.
Quite
significantly, Mr Sisi has also publicly supported the Assad regime in
Syria as well as the people of Israel. In September 2017, he
promised the Israeli people “Egypt’s unwavering support”.
During 2018, Mr Sisi’s support for Israel could be a determining
factor in the Arab world, and his relationship with Mr Trump could
prove to be equally important. Egypt remains one the most
strategic nations in the world, and is generally known as the ‘brain
of Islam’, with some of the most influential mosques and
universities based in Cairo.
Most of Mr Sisi’s attention in 2018 will, however, be focused
domestically. Firstly, Egypt will hold a presidential election in late
March and he is widely expected to run. Secondly, he will also spend
much of his time figuring out how to deal with the new surge of
attacks from the Islamic State (IS) in the Sinai. During 2017, 680
Egyptians were killed in 81 terror attacks. There is no doubt that
2018 will see more casualties, and the response from Mr Sisi could
be indicative of what to expect, not just for Egypt but for the whole
region.

assets to Egypt

By Mike Burnard

But Mr Sisi’s reach will stretch beyond his political capacity in 2018.
He has a strong voice, like Prince Mohammed of Saudi Arabia,
calling Muslim leaders to modernise Islam. In a speech delivered at
Al-Azhar mosque, he called Islamic teachers to combat extremist
ideology, saying: "We need to revolutionise our religion." He also
called for "religious discourse that is in keeping with its times". In a
dramatic fashion, he accused Al-Azhar's Grand Imam Ahmed ElTayeb and other clerics of failing to develop Egypt's religious
discourse.

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
With 47% of all Christians in the region (the 22 nations of the Arab
world) living in Egypt, it remains a key nation from a Christian
perspective. Whatever happens in Egypt will spiral into the Arab
world and will influence Muslims globally.
During his reign as president, Mr Sisi was the first Egyptian
president ever to attend a Coptic Christmas service. In his brief
speech, he said that both of Egypt's Muslims and Christians were
celebrating the occasion, asserting that they are "one entity" in the
world's eyes.
In November 2017, in another first for an Egyptian president, he
met a delegation of evangelical leaders from the US at the
presidential palace in Cairo to talk about a series of issues,
including the persecution of Egyptian Christians by Islamic
extremists.
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AGE: 63
PERIOD OF
LEADERSHIP:
2003 to present (as both
Prime Minister and
President)

POTENTIAL LENGTH
OF LEADERSHIP:
May rule until 2029

LEVEL OF EDUCATION :
Business Administration
studies at the Aksaray
School
40 honorary doctorate
degrees

DID YOU KNOW?
In 1999, sentenced to 10
months in jail for
“inciting religious hatred”
by reading Islamic poem

RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN
By Andrew Richards

F

rom surviving a military coup in 2016 to winning an
historic referendum in 2017, Turkish President Erdogan
has proven to dictatorial leaders everywhere that it’s still
possible to gain absolute power in an age where popular
revolutions oust despots. With respect to Turkey’s own
region (more Middle Eastern than European), Mr Erdogan
has steered the country into a unique position by waiting
out the wars in Syria and Iraq. Now that the Islamic State
has been defeated, and warring factions in Syria have
weakened, Mr Erdogan is able to deal some decisive blows
in the region. His New Year’s message implied just that:
“Turkey will not be able to secure its future without
resolving problems in its region. This leads us to pursue a
more active, bold and if necessary more risky foreign policy.
Our recent experiences have shown us that one cannot be
involved in [negotiations] without being [active] in the
field.”

FROM A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
The European Union (EU) has, in no uncertain terms, told
Mr Erdogan that Turkey’s bid to become an EU member is,
for now, out of the question. In 2016, a deal was reached
between the EU and Turkey to help stem the flow of
refugees and migrants to Europe, with the idea that the EU

may fast-track Turkey’s application. However, with Mr
Erdogan’s new aggressive foreign policy – with a possible
increase in military involvement in Syria, Iraq and even Iran
– there is a very real danger that countless more refugee
could go streaming towards Europe. The threat of such a
tremendous influx could ‘blackmail’ the EU into giving
Turkey the EU membership they desire. Alternatively,
millions of refugees could change the face of Europe in less
than two decades. That could potentially mean a Muslim
Europe, or the opportunity for the conversion of millions of
Muslims to Christianity if the European Church recognises
the opportunity instead of viewing it as a threat.

“But God told Samuel, ‘Looks aren’t
everything. Don’t be impressed with his
looks and stature. I’ve already eliminated
him. God judges persons differently than
humans do. Men and women look at the
face; God looks into the heart’.”
- 1 Samuel 16:7 (The Message)

INcontext International│ www.incontextinternational.org │ P11

CONCLUSION
Not all are called to lead, and not all who lead, should. But Daniel
2:21 says, “He changes times and seasons; He removes kings and
sets up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to
those who have understanding.” This verse in Scripture clearly
demonstrates that the Lord is intimately involved in the
governance of our world; He did not simply set it in motion, just
to step back and leave us to our own devices. But, at the same
time, He does not say that we have no role to play in those who
govern us; we are called to pray for our leaders, as well as to be
respectful and obedient. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 includes an amazing
blessing: “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings
and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful
and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.” We do see
examples of countries in the world that are led well, and whose
citizens enjoy quiet and peaceful lives. Many such nations are the
envy of those who live under repressive or corrupt regimes. A

DAY ONE
Donald Trump

• That he will be open to
the counsel of Godly
advisors

• That he will be a willing
tool in God’s hands

DAY TWO
Vladimir Putin

• That he will encounter
the living Christ

• That he will exercise
Godly restraint in
dealing with opposition

number of these nations are the ‘dream destination’ of refugees
and migrants who set out on perilous journeys in their quest for
peace, stability and the opportunity to live a quiet life.
We also see examples in the Bible where the Lord blessed His
children, even though they lived under a repressive and violent
regime, as with the Israelites during their time of slavery in
Egypt. There may have been many times when they felt
forsaken, but He did not forget them. He had a plan. The Lord
also used kings who did not serve or follow Him, to further His
plans, as with Cyrus.
The leaders included in this special edition all carry tremendous
responsibilities. Most probably do not know God as Saviour or
Lord. But all have been created in God’s image, all are precious
to Him. Below is a 10-day prayer calendar with a few prayer
points for each leader. Join us in taking up our mantle of
responsibility and let us pray for them.

DAY THREE

DAY FOUR

DAY FIVE

Abdel Al-Sisi

Benjamin Netanyahu

Ali Khamenei

• That he will continue to • That he will be able to
boldly fight extremism

• That he will protect and
extend the rights of all
Egyptian citizens

focus on Israel’s
important issues

• That the Lord will lead
him in Godly wisdom

• That he will be a ‘voice’
like Gamaliel in the
Bible—allowing for
continued Church
growth in Iran

• That the Lord will reach
him in his frailty

DAY SIX

DAY SEVEN

DAY EIGHT

DAY NINE

DAY TEN

Prince Mohammed

Kim Jong Un

Emmanuel Macron

Xi Jinping

Recep Erdogan

• That his reforms will
lead to greater
opportunities for the
Gospel

• That he will have a
personal encounter
with the Lord

• That he will shift his

• That he will be blessed

focus to economic
growth

with Godly wisdom,
beyond his years

• That he will encounter
Jesus, in dreams and
visions

• That he will be a
blessing to Europe
during these
challenging times

• That his economic
policies will uplift
receiving communities

• That believers in his
‘inner circle’ will offer
Godly wisdom

• That the fear he has of
his enemies will drive
him closer to the Lord

• That ‘dormant seeds’ of
the Gospel would come
to life in Turkey
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