NATIONS OF INJUSTICE
Analysing 7 reports on human rights abuses and persecution of Christians
Compiled by Mike Burnard
Isaiah 58:6 "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the
yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?”
On 17 January 2018, the Human Rights Watch (HRW) released their 28th
annual review of human rights practices and abuses around the globe.1
The World Report summarises key human rights issues in more than 90
countries and territories worldwide, drawing on events from late 2016
through November 2017.
In his keynote essay, “The Pushback Against the Populist Challenge,” Human
Rights Watch Executive Director Kenneth Roth says one of the main issues in
Human Rights abuses stems from the fact that “a series of politicians around
the globe claimed to speak for ‘the people’ but built followings by demonising
unpopular minorities, attacking human rights principles, and fuelling distrust
of democratic institutions.”
Roth then refers to a number of the world’s democracies, including the United
States and the United Kingdom, who have been less willing than before to
promote human rights abroad. Sadly, and probably erroneously, Roth then
hails China and Russia as two nations who have sought to fill that leadership
void by advancing a gay-rights agenda.
Even though the HRW 2018 World Report is of immense value and one of the most reliable and well researched
documents available relating to the global position of human right abuses, it is, unfortunately, like most lists, subject
to ‘DEFINITIONS’ and ‘PARTIALITY’.
For the HRW, the definition of “human rights” is found in a more liberal, humanistic context than a faith-based,
religious context, and probably justifiably so considering their audience. Their definitions on their website include
children’s and women’s rights, business and human rights, health and disability rights, international justice, terrorism
and counterterrorism, refugees and displaced people, and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people’s rights.
Religious rights are considered but not prioritised, and it reflects in the fact that China and Russia get special mention
as two nations that excelled in their efforts to secure human rights despite both having atrocious records when it
comes to religious liberty and persecution of Christians.
The Human Rights Watch report is not, however, the only list that appears annually, and is also not the only one that
has its own set of definitions by which they operate. The World Watch List by Open Doors also appears in January
and is highly acclaimed and valued in Christian circles as the most authoritative document on global persecution of
Christians. Their list is vastly different to that of the HRW, and when one considers the variety of lists out there, one
quickly discovers that the most dangerous country for a Christian to be in (Afghanistan, according to the US
government) is not necessarily the most dangerous country in which to be a Christian (North Korea, according to Open
Doors), or the country where Christians suffer the most attacks (Egypt, according to ‘Religion of Peace’) or hostility
(Israel, according to the PEW Foundation). Other lists also appear periodically, and a different nation tops every list.
This begs the question as to which list should be trusted and which definitions should guide one’s response.
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https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/world_report_download/201801world_report_web.pdf

Here follows SEVEN lists, SEVEN definitions and SEVEN different nations that top the lists of injustices and are
responsible for human rights abuses and the persecution of Christians around the world.

US Government list of most dangerous countries for US citizens2
THEIR DEFINITION: Countries are listed in this report based on the diplomatic dispensation of American citizens,
relating to the dangers in travelling abroad.
An American passport is one of the most powerful in the world, offering visa-free admission to up to 158 countries.
But the State Department has warned US citizens that they should be careful when exercising their diplomatic
privilege, urging them to consider crime, disease and terrorism when deciding where to travel.
In the latest document, Afghanistan tops the list of nations that the US State Department advises US citizens to stay
clear of.

1. AFGHANISTAN
After 16 years of a US-intervention war and nearly 2,300 US military casualties, this south-central Asian state now
faces a resurgent Taliban and forces affiliated with the Islamic State militant group (IS). As with most of the other
nine countries that top the list, the US State Department cautions would-be travellers of high levels of crime,
including "a threat of kidnapping for ransom" and "violent extremist activity," such as sudden clashes and
"terrorist attacks”.

Other countries in the top ten are as follows:
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
2

Central African Republic
Iran
Iraq
Libya
Mali
North Korea
Somalia
South Sudan
Syria

http://www.newsweek.com/visit-these-countries-you-will-probably-die-us-government782892?utm_source=email&utm_medium=morning_brief&utm_campaign=newsletter&utm_content=headline&spMailingID=2796616&spUserID=MTI0NzM3M
TM3NTES1&spJobID=950793597&spReportId=OTUwNzkzNTk3S0

Open Doors’ World Watch List3
THEIR DEFINITION: The top 50 countries are listed according to where it’s considered the hardest to be a Christian.
The WWL measures the types of persecution Christians all over the world experience from their government,
community and even their own families. It also considers the restrictions Christians face in their private lives, their
ability to meet and worship with other believers, as well as the physical violence they are subjected to.
Open Doors has been publishing its annual World Watch List for 26 years, and North Korea has topped the list for the
past 16 consecutive years. Saudi Arabia and Somalia are the only two other nations that have topped the list.
In 2018, North Korea once again tops the list.

1. NORTH KOREA
"North Korea remains the most dangerous place in the world to be a Christian with an estimated 70,000 Christians
believed to be in prison camps. Last year, North Korea saw a further increase in the threat to Christians – the
North Korean regime has been monitoring the border with China closely and raiding safe houses where Christian
converts have sought refuge."

Other countries in the top ten are as follows:
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
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Afghanistan
Somalia
Sudan
Pakistan
Eritrea
Libya
Iraq
Yemen
Iran

https://www.opendoors.org.za/christian-persecution/world-watch-list-2017-trends/

The Pew Foundation List on government restrictions4
THEIR DEFINITION: Countries are listed according to their government’s high level of restrictions on religion.
The list compared the government restriction index from 2013 to 2014 and was updated in 2016.
According to this list, China has the highest levels of government restrictions on religion.

1. CHINA
The Chinese Communist government has recently published a new set of regulations governing religion.
These have been widely met with fear of the possibility that they may herald a further harsh
clampdown on religious activity in China, in particular by Christian groups. These new regulations
governing religion are a further example of the way China’s ‘controlocracy’, as Stein Ringen terms it, has
been asserting its grip over every aspect of Chinese society since Xi Jinping’s rise to power.

Other countries in the top ten are as follows:
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
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Egypt
Uzbekistan
Turkey
Indonesia
Iran
Syria
Saudi Arabia
Kazakhstan
Laos

http://www.pewforum.org/2016/06/23/number-of-countries-with-very-high-restrictions-and-hostilities-went-down-in-2014/

The Pew Foundation List on religious hostility5
The Pew Foundation also lists the countries with high levels of social hostilities regarding religion.
THEIR DEFINITION: Countries with high levels of social hostility, based on religion, make it onto this list.
Israel tops this particular list.

1. ISRAEL
Even though Israel does not feature on any list of Christian persecution, the fact that Israel is a Jewish
state and a democracy places it in a unique position. These two factors often conflict and can result in
restrictions on freedom of religious expression, as with conversions and evangelism. The PEW
foundation placed Israel at the top of this list of intolerance.

Other countries in the top ten are as follows:
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
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Iraq
Syria
Yemen
Pakistan
Sri Lanka
India
Afghanistan
Lebanon
Palestine territories

http://www.pewforum.org/2016/06/23/number-of-countries-with-very-high-restrictions-and-hostilities-went-down-in-2014/

The Global Peace Index6
THEIR DEFINITION: Countries are listed from ‘least to most peaceful’, covering over 163 states and 99.7% of
the world’s population.
Syria currently tops the list of nations considered by the GPI as ‘Most Dangerous and Unsafe to live in 20172018’.

1. SYRIA
Syria is ranked as the least peaceful country out 163 listed in the recent GPI report, making it the
most dangerous country in the world. Government forces, rebels and the Islamic State (IS) carry out
random attacks targeting civilians, including continuous assaults with bombs, shells and other missiles
against one another and residential areas. Civilians are often without food, medical care and other basic
necessities. The UN estimates that the conflict has resulted in the deaths of 250,000 people, forced 7.6
million people to become internally displaced and led 4.6 million people to flee their country by the end
of 2017.

Other countries in the top ten are as follows:
2. Afghanistan
3. Iraq
4. South Sudan
5. Yemen
6. Somalia
7. Libya
8. Central African Republic
9. Sudan
10. Ukraine
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http://www.top10richest.com/top-10-most-dangerous-countries-in-the-world-2017-2018/

The ‘Religion of Peace’ list of Islamic attacks7
THEIR DEFINITION: Countries are listed based on Islamic terror attacks around the globe during 2017. Every
attack was clearly documented, and the list reflects nations where the threat of Islamic terrorism is at high
levels. The list does not include Islamic warfare or fatalities due to Islamic military intervention. It only reports
attacks on mosques, churches, civilians, police and individuals from a religious perspective.
In the list, Iraq ranked first for 2017.

1. IRAQ
Iraq suffered the most terrorist attacks – 580. 6,446 people were killed and a further 3,367 were injured
in sporadic acts of terror.

Other countries in the top ten are as follows:
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Afghanistan – 295 attacks and 2,282 people killed
Nigeria – 189 attacks and 1,206 people killed
Pakistan – 171 attacks and 695 people killed
Syria – 137 attacks and 1,392 people killed
Somalia – 110 attacks and 1,214 people killed
India – 82 attacks and 140 people killed
Egypt – 81 attacks and 680 people killed
Thailand – 41 attacks and 62 people killed
Kenya – 39 attacks and 125 people killed

There are two points to note according to this report. Firstly, the country in Europe that received the most
Muslim refugees was not the country that suffered the most attacks. Germany only features 27th on the list
with six attacks, even though they received the most refugees in Europe. The US and the UK – that limited
the influx of refugees – had more attacks, as did France.
18. France – 13 attacks and 6 people killed
24. England – 9 attacks and 36 people killed
26. USA – 8 attacks and 19 people killed
27. Germany – 6 attacks and 3 people killed
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https://thereligionofpeace.com/attacks/attacks.aspx?Yr=2017

Secondly, and more importantly, most of the attacks were not aimed at Christians, but at fellow Muslims.
Here is a list of countries where Christians were specifically targeted in attacks:

1. EGYPT
There were 23 attacks on churches and Christians in Egypt in 2017, mostly perpetrated by the Islamic
State (IS). 112 people were killed in these attacks. There were 81 attacks in Egypt in total, but most were
either aimed at the police and military, or mosques based in the Sinai.

Other countries in the top ten are as follows:
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Nigeria – 19 attacks
Pakistan – 11 attacks
Kenya – 8 attacks
Germany – 3 attacks
Syria – 3 attacks
CAR – 2 attacks
Sudan – 2 attacks
Burkina Faso – 1 attack
Ethiopia – 1 attack

The fact that most of the attacks (96.2%) were aimed at fellow Muslims and most of the fatalities (97.3%)
were Muslim is also a stark reminder that more Muslims suffer under Islam than Christians (and people of all
other religions combined). It is therefore callous to only highlight the suffering of Christians while the
overwhelming abuse of dignity and justice is focused on the majority of the people.

IN SUMMARY
If we combine the seven lists above according to ranking, position and definition, then the top 10 nations of
hostility, danger, violence, injustice and human rights abuses are as follows:
1
2

Afghanistan
Iraq

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Syria
Pakistan
Egypt
Somalia
Nigeria
Central African Republic
Yemen
Iran

CONCLUSION
From a Christian perspective, there is a key principle that is often overlooked when addressing the issue of human
rights abuses and persecution. As Christians, we frequently respond to persecution as the only mark of an ‘authentic’
Christian life and believe that the Lord favours those believers who have endured suffering for His name’s sake. But
this theology has turned God’s character into a teaching that focuses on the consequences of faithfulness more than
the principle of faithfulness and has placed the character of God as an exclusive Christian understanding.
According to Scripture, God’s concern is not persecution per se, but injustice.
• Psalm 89:14 “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; love and faithfulness go before You.”
• Proverbs 21:3 “To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.”
• Amos 5:21-24 "I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies. Even though you bring Me
burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have
no regard for them. Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. But let justice
roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!”
• Jeremiah 9:24 “’…but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD,
who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,’ declares the LORD.”
• Psalm 97:2 “Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.”
There is no doubt that the Lord honours those who face injustice for His name’s sake8, but because God is a God of
love, His pursuit of justice extends far beyond the Christian community. God is bigger than just Christianity. He cares
not only about injustice against those who follow Him, but injustice against all, in every community and as a principle
for all humanity.
As Christians, we should therefore be concerned about injustice against any group of people, regardless of race,
culture, religion or orientation. Of course, we feel closely attached to those whom we affectionately call “brothers and
sisters in Christ” and we have a Godly mandate to strengthen and support them. But as part of our Christian witness,
we also need to place ourselves in the shoes of those who are different to us.
A case in point are the Rohinya refugees. In September 2017, more than 400,000 Rohingya refugees fled to Bangladesh
due to violence in Myanmar. The Rohingya crisis has left at least 1,000 dead, including children and infants. Dozens
drowned when their overloaded boats capsized in rough waters. The Royinga people group is the largest persecuted
minority in the world, and also one of the ‘least reached’ people groups in the world (100% Muslim and no known
Christians). The scenes of hopelessness and fear among refugees seeking shelter with no resources, no covering and
no food are heart-breaking.
However, during the hopelessness of the situation, very few churches and Christians spoke up for the persecuted
group, forgotten by most of the Western world.
The challenge is therefore to understand the definition, the nature and also the locations of injustice and to become
God’s instruments of justice, regardless of the origin or the reason for injustice.
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Mat 5:11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.
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