NOTE: Providing a balanced, factual and fair Biblical understanding of key global events remains a core value of INcontext
Ministries. INcontext did not support either candidate in the recent US elections, but observed the media bias in favour of Hillary
Clinton and against Donald Trump. This created an unbalanced view of the two candidates. In response, we offer the following
facts to be considered.

P RESIDENT D ONALD T RUMP
7 things the media did not tell us

Tomorrow (20 January 2017), in Washington, Mr Donald Trump will be inaugurated as the 45th president of the United
States of America.
For the past 19 months, since Mr Trump announced his plans to run as a Republican candidate for the presidency, the
media has persistently and relentlessly focused on Mr Trump’s ‘flawed character’ and on the countless reasons why
he should NOT lead the nation. Seldom before has a chosen leader been so set up to fail before taking office. New
websites were set up to express dislike that sometimes bordered on hatred. On one particular site,
“trumpinoneword”1, more than half a million people submitted more than 22,000 one-word descriptions of Mr Trump
– the top submissions included mostly negative descriptions: “bombastic”, “rude”, “racist”, “arrogant”,
“embarrassing”, “joke” and many more.
At the brink of a new leadership era, it is important to consider some factors that the media omitted from their
reporting. These factors do not make Mr Trump a better person or negate his real flaws, but contribute to the bigger
picture that has, in many ways, been manipulated to shape perspectives along certain lines.

1. GOD APPOINTS LEADERS, WHETHER OR NOT WE LIKE IT
Christians must be under no illusion: mainstream media will never provide the Biblical perspectives needed to obtain
the bigger spiritual picture. Daniel 2:20-21 is very clear that it is God who "changes times and seasons; [who] deposes
kings and raises up others”.
God always appoints leaders for Kingdom purposes and they are raised up for seasons, not for terms. God often uses
vessels who seem unfit to lead from a human perspective but who will address the issues of the time. When David
was appointed king, the Lord reminded Samuel that “the LORD does not look at the things people look at… people look
at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart" (1 Samuel 16:7). God knows Mr Trump’s heart, and what
He intends to do through him.
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Yes, Mr Trump is flawed and presents himself and his convictions with extreme arrogance. Yes, there is no doubt that
Mr Trump does not reflect the image of a Christ-like servant (Isaiah 42:12), but God is working out His plans for a
certain season, and the Church should find peace in this. In a time when the world is confronted with death, war,
terrorism, fear and hopelessness, a new leader could set a new course for the US.
It is a season for renewed efforts in creating platforms for the Gospel to cross borders and reach hearts. The US is still
the greatest ‘exporter’ of the Gospel, sending out as many missionaries as the next seven nations combined, and the
previous administration’s quest for ‘enlightenment’ and liberalism in the US was placing this mission force in jeopardy.
The policies of Mr Trump, whether or not we like him, might play a role in turning this around.

2. NOT EVERYONE IS NEGATIVE
The impression given by the broader media, especially TV news channels like CNN,
is that most people in the US are against Mr Trump and are deeply disillusioned by
his electoral victory – that the election was deeply divisive, and that the ‘United
States’ is on a path to becoming the ‘Divided States’. But there is a bigger picture:
while there is indeed great division in the US, there are also many people who are
becoming more and more positive about what the future holds.
A new national survey among Christian conservatives, conducted by the American
Culture and Faith Institute (ACFI), polled perspectives on Mr Trump’s early
personnel choices for Cabinet. The survey also examined views on Mr Trump’s
prospects for being a successful president, and the changes in people’s hopes for
the future. According to the results, Christian conservatives or ‘SAGE Cons’ (the
Spiritually Active Governance Engaged Conservative Christian voters tracked by ACFI) were supporting Mr Trump in
unprecedented numbers by the end of the campaign (despite shunning him in the early stages of the primaries) and
have hope for the Republican winner.
In March 2016, after Mr Trump became the Republican frontrunner, 10% of SAGE Cons felt he would do an excellent
job if elected, while 30% believed he would do a good job. By July, those figures had risen to 19% and 42% respectively.
The latest survey, conducted a month after the elections, found that 34% expect Mr Trump to do an excellent job and
57% expect him to do a good job. When the two positive answers in the survey scale (excellent and good) are
combined, the percentage of SAGE Cons with those responses jumped from 40% in March to 91% in December.

3. A CHRISTIAN FOOTPRINT IN CONGRESS
The spiritual significance of a leader who promotes conservative values, and of the group of people who will surround
him in decision making, is naturally omitted from mainstream media reports. But the fact that 91% of the new US
Congress (sworn in on 3 January 2017) describe themselves as Christian has definite spiritual implications.
For decades, the proportion of American adults who identify as Christian has been declining, but according to a new
analysis by the Pew Research Centre, the Christian percentage of today’s Congress is similar to that of the early 1960s
(95% of Congress was Christian in 1961-62, the earliest years for which comparable data is available).
Of the 293 Republicans elected to serve in the new Congress, all but two identify as Christian (Lee Zeldin of New York
and David Kustoff of Tennessee are both Jewish). While the Democrat group in Congress is more religiously diverse
(there are 28 Jews, three Buddhists, three Hindus, two Muslims, one Unitarian Universalist and one ‘religiously
unaffiliated), the overwhelming majority (80%) is also Christian.
This is an extremely significant point for Christians to consider: that the synergy between the US president and the
Congress is likely to guarantee favourable (though not automatic) platforms for spreading the Gospel. This picture
would have looked very different with Democrat Hillary Clinton at the helm.

2

Isaiah 42:1 "Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on Him, and He will bring
justice to the nations.”

4. A CONSERVATIVE FINGERPRINT IN CABINET
Once Mr Trump’s Cabinet nominees have been confirmed by the US Senate and have taken the oath of office, they
will take over from Barack Obama’s leadership team. While the ‘Christian fingerprint’ in this nominated Cabinet is of
little concern to (or is criticised by) secular media, it has given hope to many believers who are seeking change.
According to the Wall Street Journal, it is “nearly impossible to identify a clear ideological bent” in Mr Trump’s
nominations for the incoming Cabinet. However, many other media houses have been making much of the
conservative make-up of the potential team, described by many as “the most conservative ever”. Politico and CNN
described the potential Cabinet as “a conservative dream team”, while the Los Angeles Times called it "one of the most
consistently conservative domestic policy teams in modern history". US political website The Hill made an interesting
comment – that the “unorthodox team” would probably not have been chosen by more ‘establishment’ Republican
politicians like John McCain or Mitt Romney.
The Christian Post highlighted five devout Christians who will most likely hold
top positions in Mr Trump's administration:
a)
Vice President-elect Mike Pence, Mr Trump’s running mate, has
been very vocal about his Christian faith, regularly introducing himself as “a
Christian, a conservative and a Republican, in that order”.
b)
Philanthropist Betsy DeVos, chosen by Mr Trump to lead the
Department of Education, has strong links with the Christian Reformed
community in Michigan and has made it her goal to transform the country's
education system with a faith-based approach.
c) Alabama senator Jeff Sessions, who was the first senator to express support for Mr Trump's candidacy and
who is nominated for the position of Attorney General, has served as a Sunday school teacher and in other
leadership roles at the Ashland Place United Methodist church.
d) Retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson (who also sought the Republican nomination), is positioned to lead the
Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Seventh-Day Adventist previously called for a change in
the US tax system based on Biblical teachings about tithing.
e) Former Texas governor Rick Perry, who has been nominated to head up the Department of Energy, grew up
with Baptist and Methodist influences and has been vocal in his state's strong stance on religious freedom.
A conservative president, together with a conservative Congress and a like-minded Cabinet, could be a catalyst in the
leading ‘Christian nation’ shifting back towards more conservative Christian values (in contrast to the rapidly growing
liberalism and secularism of the past few decades).

5. A MORE CONSERVATIVE HEARTBEAT IN THE SUPREME COURT
Wikipedia says the following about the US Supreme Court:
“The Supreme Court of the United States is the highest federal
court in the United States… [and] has ultimate (and
largely discretionary) appellate jurisdiction over all federal courts
and over state court cases involving issues of federal law,
plus original jurisdiction over a small range of cases. In the legal
system of the United States, the Supreme Court is the final
interpreter of federal constitutional law, although it may only act
within the context of a case in which it has jurisdiction.

The Court normally consists of the Chief Justice of the United States and eight associate justices [nine in total] who are
nominated by the president and confirmed by the Senate. Once appointed, justices have life tenure unless they resign,
retire, or are removed after impeachment (though no justice has ever been removed).
In modern discourse, the justices are often categorised as having conservative, moderate, or liberal philosophies of
law and of judicial interpretation. Each justice has one vote, and while many cases are decided unanimously, the
highest profile cases [e.g. gender equality, abortion] often expose ideological beliefs that track with those philosophical
or political categories.”
Jon Huntsman Jr. and Joe Lieberman of Real Clear Politics wrote in February 2016 about how the sudden death of
Justice Antonin Scalia left a “personal, intellectual and ideological vacuum” in the Supreme Court, and how the vacant
seat created a critical balance due to the remaining justices – four known to be “generally conservative” and four “on
the more progressive end of the spectrum”. In this context, whoever is appointed to replace Scalia will sway the court
in either direction, thereby impacting critical future legal decisions and trends.
Chris Geidner, writing for BuzzFeed News, explains how Mr Trump’s election has significant repercussions for the
Supreme Court:
“President Obama’s nomination of Judge Merrick Garland to fill Scalia’s seat would have shifted the court significantly,
[as he may have become] the ideological centre of the court. Garland — a well-regarded, well-liked DC lawyer with a
long history in the nation’s capital — appeared, in many ways, to be [a Democratic] institutionalist with views largely
in alignment with his party.
A liberal court was on its way… Then Election Day happened, and everything changed again.
Trump will come into office with an opportunity to immediately send a strong message about the legacy he wants to
leave, and may begin the process of changing the direction of the Supreme Court with the choice of Justice Antonin
Scalia’s replacement. Trump hasn’t settled on a pick yet — but has said that he is still working off his list of 21 possible
nominees that he laid out during the campaign.
Most of the names on the list are conservatives backed by the Federalist Society and/or the Heritage Foundation —
people who would take the court back to being a conservative-leaning court, with Justice Anthony Kennedy as the
decisive vote in ideologically divided cases. Trump did say at one point that he has narrowed his list down to three or
four possible nominees, although his incoming chief of staff, Reince Priebus, also said Trump would not begin
interviewing candidates until around the inauguration.”
Thus, for the first time in many years, there is likely to be a further alignment: a Christian Congress, a conservative
Cabinet and a conservative-leaning Supreme Court. The media will not see much positive in this, but Kingdom
considerations shape perspectives that differ from the secular.

6. A NEW HOPE IN THE MIDDLE EAST
An INcontext team was travelling in Egypt during the time of the
US elections, and had the opportunity to ask Bishop John (not his
real name) about how Mr Trump’s victory could affect the Church
in the Middle East. Bishop John is a high-ranking leader within the
Coptic Church, which accounts for nearly half of all the believers
in the Arab world.
Bishop John’s opinion mattered – it reflected the sentiments of
many who will be affected by the new administration but who had
no say in the electoral process, and the fears of minority Christians
in the Middle East who have a personal understanding of the
joking truth that “if America sneezes, the world catches a cold”.
These considerations were never a priority in the secular media, but the new president could greatly impact the future
of Christianity in the Middle East.

Bishop John’s smiling response was as follows: “I am not an American so I cannot speak as an American, but as a
Middle Eastern Christian I am happy. We are happy that Trump won. Not because he is a good person, but because
Clinton lost.” He then went on to explain the complex relationship between President Obama, Hillary Clinton and the
Muslim Brotherhood, and how these connections have impacted (and could further jeopardise) believers in Egypt and
the wider Middle East.
One of the primary concerns about Ms Clinton had to do with one of her closest advisors, Huma Abedin. Ms Abedin,
who served as deputy chief of staff for the former Secretary of State and then went on to play a leading role in her
campaign, has controversial family ties to the Muslim Brotherhood that caused many to speculate about what was
shaping Ms Clinton’s policies.
A 2016 INcontext article3 outlined what was known about Ms Abedin’s family links: “Born in the US to Indian and
Pakistani Muslim parents, Ms Abedin spent much of her childhood in Saudi Arabia before returning to the US for
university. Abdullah Omar Nasseef, the man who ‘set up’ Ms Abedin’s parents in Saudi Arabia (and who backed her
father’s establishment of the Institute of Muslim Minority Affairs and the Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs), is
believed to have had ties to Al-Qaeda and the Muslim Brotherhood (considered by many to be a terrorist organisation).
Ms Abedin’s brother, Hassan Abedin, reportedly held a fellowship for several years under the supervision of Sheikh
Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a Muslim Brotherhood spiritual leader and international liaison. Additionally, Ms Abedin’s mother
is reported to have played an active and leading role within the Brotherhood.”
While Ms Abedin was never accused of having personal extremist leanings, her family connections to the Muslim
Brotherhood (whose supporters have actively opposed Christians and attacked churches in Egypt in recent years)
caused fears about how her opinions could have shaped Ms Clinton’s approach to the Middle East.
Bishop John was not alone in his assessment that Ms Clinton’s victory would have posed a far greater risk to Christians
in the Middle East than Mr Trump’s.

7. UNREPORTED VOICES OF THE SO-CALLED ‘DISCRIMINATED’
Around the time of the November elections, Asra Q. Nomani (a former Wall Street Journal reporter and a co-founder
of the Muslim Reform Movement) wrote an op-ed piece published in the Washington Post, entitled “I’m a Muslim, a
woman and an immigrant. I voted for Trump” 4. Extracts from her article include the following:
“I – a 51-year-old, a Muslim, an immigrant woman ‘of colour’ — am one of [the] silent voters for Donald Trump. And
I’m not a ‘bigot’, ‘racist’, ‘chauvinist’ or ‘white supremacist’, as Trump voters are being called, nor part of some
‘whitelash’…
As a liberal Muslim who has experienced, first-hand, Islamic extremism in this world, I have been opposed to the
decision by President Obama and the Democratic Party to tap dance around the ‘Islam’ in Islamic State...
The revelations of multimillion-dollar donations to the Clinton Foundation from Qatar and Saudi Arabia killed my
support for Clinton…
Days before the election, a journalist from India emailed me, asking: What are your thoughts being a Muslim in
‘Trump’s America’? I wrote that as a child of India, arriving in the United States at the age of four in the summer of
1969, I have absolutely no fears about being a Muslim in a ‘Trump America’. The checks and balances in America and
our rich history of social justice and civil rights will never allow the fear-mongering that has been attached to candidate
Trump’s rhetoric to come to fruition.
What worried me the most were my concerns about the influence of theocratic Muslim dictatorships, including Qatar
and Saudi Arabia, in a Hillary Clinton America. These dictatorships are no shining examples of progressive society with
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their failure to offer fundamental human rights and pathways to citizenship to immigrants from India, refugees from
Syria and the entire class of de facto slaves that live in those dictatorships.
We have to stand up with moral courage against not just hate against Muslims, but hate by Muslims, so that everyone
can live with ‘sukhun’, or peace of mind…”

CONCLUSION
Love him or hate him, the fact is that Donald Trump will soon be the new president of the United States.
In no way should Christians be looking to Mr Trump to be the new ‘saviour’ of the nation – God is and always will be
Sovereign and the source of all hope and salvation, and we pray that Mr Trump will fully recognise this in order to find
wisdom and guidance. But Christians should also refrain from joining the masses and shaming or ridiculing Mr Trump
– Jesus told His followers to not call anyone “fool” or “idiot” (see Matthew 5:22 “… anyone who says to a brother or
sister, 'Raca' [‘empty-headed’], is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the
fire of hell”).
“Raca” (which also means “worthless one”) and “fool” are destructive words spoken with spite, scorn, pride and
hatred. Speaking these words over our leaders breaks down when we should be speaking life. Let us respond to the
words of Timothy as we contemplate the new season of leadership for the United States:
“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people – for kings
and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”
1 Timothy 2:1-2
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