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Remembering the

"GREAT WAR"

100 years since the end of
World War I
1914 - 1918

MILITARY CASUALTIES

ALLIES

ALLIES
5.7 million

Great Britain
Canada
United States
Australia
New Zealand
Russia
France
Greece
India
Italy
Serbia
South Africa

12.8 million
CENTRAL
POWERS
4.02 million
8.42 million

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES

CENTRAL
POWERS

vs

Germany
Bulgaria
Austria-Hungary
Ottoman Empire (Turkey)

IMPACTING

800+ million people
in 70 nations

ESTIMATED COST OF WWI ($186 billion)
$1 bn $1 .6 bn

8,865,650

Germany
$24 bn

MILITARY FIRSTS IN WWI
Trench warfare

$38 bn

$22 bn

Tanks, trucks & submarines
Wireless communication (telegraph)

Great Britain
United States

$23 bn

Airships and planes

Russia

$35 bn

France
Belgium
Canada

Machine guns & long range artillery
Chemical warfare

DID YOU KNOW?
70%

22 August 1914

was the deadliest day in
France’s military history

27,000 soldiers were killed

In 50 months of war
10 billion letters &
parcels were delivered

of injuries/fatalities

were due to artillery gun fire

The first blood bank was established in 1917
- blood could be kept on ice for up to 28 days

Plastic surgery was invented
It took only two days for a letter from
Britain to reach the front in France

by surgeon Harold Gillies who pioneered
early techniques of facial reconstruction

The Christmas Truce of 1914
Nearly five months in and with 1 million lives lost, the 'Great War' was
bogged down in intractable trench warfare, with no end in sight...

...and then a miracle happened.
On Christmas Eve 1914, German soldiers placed candlelit Christmas
trees on trench parapets, and began to sing "Stille Nacht" (Silent Night).
Allied soldiers cheered, and responded with the English version.

On Christmas Day,
in sporadic pockets along the 500-mile Western Front,
unarmed German and Allied soldiers tentatively emerged
from the trenches and cautiously crossed no-man’s-land
to wish each other "Merry Christmas". They played
soccer, exchanged gifts and swapped stories.

At 8:30 am on 26 December, war resumed.
The guns would not fall silent again till 11 am on 11.11.1918.
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