
Science, Technology and Innovation

Infrastructure
development

a term used to describe the technical cooperation, exchange of
resources, supporting local capabilities, institutes, expertise
and human capital, in contribution of national development
policies, of the Global South (developing countries).

Guiding principles

12 September -
commemorative day

Addressing challenges collectively – poverty eradication,
climate change, food security, social protection and
public health

SOUTH-SOUTH
COOPERATION
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Triangular cooperation
collaboration in which traditional donor
countries and multilateral organisations
facilitate South-South initiatives through
the provision of funding, training,
management and technological systems as
well as other forms of support.

Members

primarily located in the
Southern Hemisphere,
including Asia (with the
exception of Japan, Hong
Kong, Macau, Singapore,
South Korea and Taiwan),
Central America, South
America, Mexico, Africa,
and the Middle-East
(with the exception
of Israel).

national sovereignty

national ownership 

independence 

equality

non-conditionality

mutual benefit

non-interference in domestic affairs

Did you know?

Key areas of cooperation

The countries of the South
have contributed to more than
HALF of the world’s growth in
recent years.

Intra-south trade is higher than
ever, accounting for more than a
QUARTER of all world trade.

The outflows of foreign direct
investment from the South
represent a THIRD of the
global flows.

Over 140 policy dialogues and more than 175 programmes and capacity-building
activities were convened by 27 United Nations entities to support the unabated growth

of South-South and triangular cooperation.  [2019 assessment]
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Key events towards cooperation

FIRST PERIOD
(1945-1978)

Bandung Conference 
(1955) – milestone in conception of South-
South Cooperation (SSC)
Arab League & Colombo Plan – laid plan for
SSC
Beginning of partnerships between
developing nations promoted by Non-Aligned
Movement & Group of 77

Buenos Aires Plan of Action (1978) – 
boosted progress towards solidification of the
commission.
The origin of the ‘South Commission’ within ‘Non-
Alignment Movement’ due to failure of NIEO (New
International Economic Order) – several meetings
led to recommendations for south countries.
Beginning of 80s – expression ‘South-South
Cooperation’ became common

2000 onwards – 
participation in G5 (later G8)
2008 – HLF (High Level Forum) III held in Accra
2009 – UNDP special unit for South-South
Cooperation
2009 – International symposium on Triangular
cooperation organised by EU and Brazil

2009 – Nairobi Conference – 
commemorated 30th anniversary of ‘Buenos Aires
Plan of Action’
Economic crisis of 2008 experienced differently by
developed and developing nations.
2013 – Economic Commission for Latin American
and the Caribbean (ECLAC) formed important
framework for SSC

SECOND PERIOD
(1978-2000)

THIRD PERIOD
(2000-2009)

FOURTH PERIOD
(2009-2013)

“The past decades have demonstrated the power of South-South cooperation to advance sustainable
development. Partnerships among countries of the south has carved a path of progress in the
developing world, with more children getting an education, child and maternal mortality rates “cut by
nearly half,” and sharp reductions in extreme poverty. However, despite progress, developments are
not fast enough to meet out 2030 goals, 2.4 billion people, the majority living in the South, do not
have adequate sanitation, while some 840 million are without electricity, and 885 million lack access
to clean water.” (UN Secretary-General António Guterres)

Christianity in the global South

Back to Jerusalem
effort of Chinese Christians to reach
all Buddhists, Hindus, and Muslims
who reside along the Silk Road

Filipino Sending Council
sends Filipino missionaries abroad

Examples of missionary movements flowing out of the Global South

Christians by continent (2020)

Northern America
268 million

Latin America
612 million

Africa
667 million Oceania

28 million

Asia
379 million

Europe
565 million

North/South distribution

1900

2020

82% 18%

33% 67%

Global North

Global South

% of all Christians in:

Population of Christians in Global South by Region

Region
Global South
Africa
Asia
Latin America
Oceania
Total World Population

Annual rate
of change
+1.82
+2.81 
+1.50 
+1.14 
+0.63
+1.19

mid-2021
1,712,851,000
684,931,000
382,829,000
617,295,000
27,796,000

7,875,465,000

2025
1,833,045,000

760,781,000
406,689,000
636,854,000

28,721,000
8,185,614,000

2050
2,633,755,000
1,324,601,000

571,364,000
703,255,000
34,536,000

9,771,823,000

Largest missionary sending and receiving countries (2020)

Country
United States
Brazil
South Korea
Philippines
Nigeria
China
United Kingdom
India
Germany
France

Sent
135,000
40,000
35,000
25,000
20,000
15,000
14,000
10,000
10,000
10,000

Received
38,000
25,000
20,000
15,000
15,000
12,000
10,000
10,000
10,000
1,0000

Ranking
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Ranking
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Country
United States
Russia
Brazil
DR Congo
South Africa
United Kingdom
Germany
France
Italy
Argentina

This is the first time, however, that the world has seen so many missionaries from Asia, Africa,
and Latin America crossing national borders, including going to the homelands of the

missionaries who first brought them the gospel. In 2015, 9 of the top 20 sending countries—
including Brazil, the Philippines, China, India, Nigeria, and South Africa—were in the majority

world (also referred to as the developing world), with a total of 101,000 international
missionaries. These missionaries come in all forms—tentmakers and donor-supported,

organisation affiliated and free agents, evangelists and church planters and incarnational
ministers—but they each bring unique strengths and a vibrant faith.

— Dorcas Cheng-Tozun (Christianity Today)
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