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MENA REGION

M(iddle) E(ast) and N(orth) A(frica)

MENA (or the Greater Middle East) region

stretches from Morocco to Iran (20-23

countries, though sometimes as many as 44

are included) 

Four early Church centres were

based in the MENA region:

Alexandria, Antioch, Constantinople

and Jerusalem

MENA REGION - FAST FACTS
INCLUDES: Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iran,

Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Malta,

Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia,

United Arab Emirates, Palestine, and Yemen

(Ethiopia and Sudan are sometimes included)
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DID YOU

KNOW?

Hinduism, Buddhism,

folk/traditional

religions, other

religions and atheism

each make up less than

1% of the region’s

religious affiliations.

YOUTH

of the population

is  under 25 years60%

22 yearsMedian age of  

 
(one of the most youthful

regions in the world)

51%
of unemployed

are youth

100-
200 AD

Christian beliefs spread via missionaries from

Jerusalem: among the Jews of Alexandria,

along the Egyptian Coast, and among the Greek

community.

Persecution of Christians ceased when

Constantine declared Christianity the official

religion of the Roman Empire. Different forms

of Christian belief emerged and diverse groups

of worshippers began to congregate.

Christianity began in

the Middle East. From

Jerusalem, it spread

rapidly in all

directions: south into

Egypt and North Africa,

east into Syria, north

into Asia Minor, and

west into Cyprus,

Greece, Italy and

Southern Europe.

TODAY: 21-30 million

Christians live in the Arab

world (5-8% of the total

population).

Christianity spread west and was taken across

North Africa, reaching modern-

day Morocco where it was embraced by

the Berber people.

150 AD

312 AD

Ethiopian King Ezana made Christianity the

kingdom's official religion.400 AD

700 AD

Christianity retreated under the advance of

Islam. It remained strong in the Ethiopian

Empire and in pockets in North Africa (Morocco,

Algeria).

In most Muslim-majority

nations in the MENA

region, Christianity is

the largest minority

group.

In 2010, Christians in the Middle East made up just 5% of the total population

— down from 10% in 1900.

Researchers cited violence and

growing religious intolerance as

reasons for this massive decline.https://www.huffpost.com/entry/chart-christianity-middle-east_n_5378582

HOWEVER, since the 1960s, there has been a substantial

increase in known conversions from Islam to Christianity.

Most of these conversions have been to forms of evangelical

or Pentecostal Christianity, but also to Catholic and

Orthodox Christianity.

1,004,800+
This is the estimated number of

'Believers in Christ from a Muslim

Background' (also called MBBs -

Muslim Background Believers) in

the MENA region.

4contributing factors

Massive increase in prayer
for the  Muslim world

Increase in Christian
outreach

Impact of radio, TV,
internet and social media

Social and political turmoil
in the  Muslim world

https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/mena

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/middle-east-and-north-africa-mena.asp 

 https://www.imb.org/2016/09/04/fast-facts-north-africa-middle-east/

https://jmeca.org.uk/christianity-middle-east/history-christianity-middle-east-north-africa

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/8chapter1.shtml

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/chart-christianity-middle-east_n_5378582

https://www.academia.edu/16338087/Believers_in_Christ_from_a_Muslim_Background_A_Global_CensusS
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