
a worsening global crisis

- Tom Albinson, founder and president of International Association for Refugees (IAFR)

Forced
Displacement -

INcontext International: INfographics
Issue 122: 9 July 2020

“Governments are starting to look away from the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights they signed and honoured. And that is a very

dangerous development.”

Latest figures
Number of forcibly displaced people reached new
high

79.5 MILLION
forcibly displaced people worldwide at the
end of 2019

Number of forcibly displaced people
worldwide by year*
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* Internally displaced, refugees and asylum seekers.
Source: UNHCR

* Data includes UNHCR refugees and Venezuelans displaced abroad
Source: UNHCR, 18 June 2020 
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every day
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Resettled to 26 countries
(in 2019)
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(in 2019)

1%
of the world's population
is displaced

80%
of the world's displaced
people are in countries or
territories affected by acute
food insecurity and
malnutrition

40%
of the world's displaced
people are children

85%
hosted in developing
countries

73%
hosted in neighbouring
countries

68%
came form just 5
countries
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Understanding the terms
Refugee

Asylum seeker

Internally
displaced person

(IDP)

Stateless person

a person who flees to a foreign country or power to
escape danger or persecution

persons or groups of persons who have been forced or
obliged to flee their homes to avoid the effects of armed
conflict, violence, violations of human rights or
natural/human-made disasters, but have not crossed an
internationally recognised border.

an individual seeking international protection, whose
claim has not yet been finalised or submitted. Not every
asylum seeker will ultimately be recognised as a refugee,
but every refugee is initially an asylum seeker.
‘Prima facie’ refugees - groups of asylum seekers, where
individual interviews have not been conducted.

a person who is not considered as a national by any
State. Statelessness is often the result of problems with
nationality laws.
Asylum-seekers, refugees, IDPs and migrants may also be
stateless. Sateless persons may have never crossed
borders and find themselves in their "own country",
without rights.

A decade of displacement
Major crises (predominantly new and renewed conflicts; political and climate-
driven factors) contributed to the massive displacement over the past decade.

World hotspots
Syria
South Sudan
Ukraine
Myanmar
Venezuela
Burkina Faso
Mali
Niger
Nigeria
Afghanistan
Libya
Iraq
Somalia
CAR
Ethiopia
DRC
Yemen

Asylum application registered
(11% by UNHCR)

16.2 million

Over the past decade...
AT LEAST

PEOPLE FORCIBLY DISPLACED
100 MILLION

ONLY A FRACTION OF THE
MILLIONS DISPLACED FOUND A

SOLUTION

Asylum application registered
by unaccompanied and sperated children

400,000

Asylum-seekers granted international
protection (67% recognised under

the 1951 Refugee Convention)

5 million

People newly recognised as
refugees outside the asylum process
(Prima facie, temporary protection)

15 million

New internal displacements
(Source: IDMC)

79 million

Refugees returned to their
country of origin

3.9 million

Refugees resettled by states
(70% with UNHCR's assistance)

1.1 million

Refugees naturalised in their
country of asylum

322,400

Refugees whose status ended
as a result of cessation

128,600

Internally displaced persons
returning to their place of residence

(Source: UNHCR)

31 million

STATELESS PERSONS OBTAINING

OR CONFIRMING NATIONALITY

754,500
“The solution really is for the world to agree to truly
share the burden of caring for refugees and for the

world to say, we are going to increase the number of
people that are resettled, we are going to increase
the number of people we can integrate. That is a

long-term strategy.”
- Tom Albinson (IAFR)

Get informed –
refugee realities

Inform others

Get informed –
biblical

perspective

Pray

educate your congregations concerning forced
displacement in the world today - there are many
useful resources, incl. International Association for
Refugees, and The #Refugees Digest

it is important for Christ-followers to see the pattern of
God at work in the midst of forced displacement in
Scripture, so that they anticipate Him at work in today’s
refugee crises.

be intentional about integrating this into your teaching -
for example, observing World Refugee Sunday let's the
world’s refugees know that the Church hasn’t forgotten
them.

encourage your communities to pray on behalf of the
world’s forcibly displaced; & Pray for opportunities to
love refugees, immigrants and migrants in your
community.

What the Church can do...

Help overcome
challenges that
refugees face

the forcibly displaced have many practical needs that the
local church can assist with, there are also deep personal
needs which faith and community can meet.

https://www.unhcr.org/
https://emergency.unhcr.org/
https://www.amnesty.org.au/
https://www.unhcr.org/ph/figures-at-a-glance
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/refugee
https://evangelicalfocus.com/life-tech/6705/forced-displacement-is-in-the-bible-but-very-few-christians-have-
understood-what-that-means-for-how-we-treat-people
https://www.refugeehighway.net/what-the-church-can-do.html
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