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He is risen!   
الَمسیح قام!

Pesach
Passover

the journey of

JESUS
to the cross, and beyond

- the triumphal entry into Jerusalem
Matthew 21:4-9

Matthew 21:12-17

Cleanses the temple

- Christ responds with many parables
- first and greatest command given

Matthew 21:23-26; Matthew 22-25

Authority questioned

- washed His disciples' feet
John 13:1-17

- introduced the sacraments
(body and blood)

Matthew 26:26-29

Last Supper

- Jesus prayed and
was betrayed

Matthew 26:36-56

Garden of Gethsemane

Matthew 27:32-56

Jesus' crucifixion

Matthew 28:1-10

Jesus' resurrection

Palm Sunday

Although a highly significant annual observance in the Christian faith, many traditions associated
with Easter date back to pre-Christian, pagan times, while others are simply cultural expressions of

deeply-held Christian beliefs.

Ostereierbaum - Easter Egg Trees
Trees are decorated with embellished easter eggs called
Ostereierbaum or Easter Egg Trees -  also a custom in
Austria, Hungary, Poland, Ukraine, Moravia and the
Czech Republic.

BERMUDA

On Good Friday, the shores and skies of Horseshoe
Bay Beach are filled with kaleidoscopic colours -  the
Bermuda Kite Festival - it is said that the kites are a
celebration of the ascent of Christ. Bermudians also
enjoy fish cakes over Easter.

Kite flying

CATHOLIC - LATIN
Stations of the Cross and Passion Plays

From the 14th C, the Catholic Church discovered
drama  and ritual were effective tools for teaching the
gospel to those who were illiterate. The Church developed
practices, e.g.  the Stations of the Cross and the Passion
Play, to tell the story of Jesus Christ's crucifixion and
resurrection in accessible and compelling ways.

ORTHODOX

Orthodox Christians (Europe, Africa and the Middle
East) celebrate later - different calendars - 2 May 2021
Easter greeting: "Christ  is Risen!"
Response: "Truly; He is Risen!"
Easter preparations -  self-examination and fasting   -
continues through Holy Week. 
Easter day is celebrated with great joy and feasting.

Traditions and customs of
EASTER

around the world

Fast and feast

Did you know?
EGGS - pre-date Christianity - symbolises new life/fertility; came to
be used by Christians to symbolise Christ's new birth in resurrection
HOT CROSS BUNS - myths and legends abound - traditionally eaten
during Lent, especially in the week leading up to Easter. Possibly a
12th C monk was the first person to mark the bun with a cross.

GERMANY

THEIR FAITH
IN JESUS

at Easter time
NIGERIA

Easter Sunday, 8 April 2012 in Kaduna
(near All Nations Christian Assemblies Church
and the ECWA Good News Church), at least
38 killed.  
Easter 2019,  Nassarawa (Palm Sunday),
Benue (Good Friday), Gombe (Easter Sunday), 
more than 40 killed

PAKISTAN 
27 March 2016 (Easter Sunday) Gulshan-e-
lqbal Park - targeted Christians celebrating
Easter, 75 killed and over 340 injured
[Pakistan military reportedly foiled another
major Easter attack the following year]

SRI LANKA 
21 April 2019 (Easter Sunday), three
churches, and three hotels targeted. 267
killed and over 500 injured. 

EGYPT 
9 April 2017 (Palm Sunday) twin attacks in
Tanta and Alexandria. At least 45 killed, and
over 126 injured.

INDONESIA
28 March 2021 (Palm Sunday), Makassar,
Catholic Cathedral targeted during mass, 20
people injured.

In rememberance of those killed for 

“When we hear of such tragedy as happened last Sunday, it is
very easy for us to feel hatred. But forgiveness is a sign of

God. Our hearts are bleeding, our tears are not stopping, but
still we forgive, we carry our cross, in dignity and in peace.”

- Bishop Thomas (after Egypt attack)

“How great is this amount of forgiveness you have?”
- Egyptian TV anchor after witnessing Christian forgiveness in wake of the attack
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