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26th UN Climate Change
Conference of the Parties

COP26
31 Oct - 12 Nov 2021
Glasgow, UK

"COP26 will set the trajectory for future gnerations and will be our last,
best chance of making progress towards meeting the 2015 Paris
Agreement goals." (Alok Sharma – President of COP26)

https://sustainability.yale.edu/sites/default/files/resize/images/paris_3obj_
infographic%20%281%29-800x447.png

UNFCCC – United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
COP – Conference of the Parties
biofuel – any fuel taken from living or
recently living organisms
carbon emissions – release of carbon
dioxide into the atmosphere
carbon footprint – total greenhouse gas
emissions caused by an individual person,
organisation, or community
carbon-neutral – a process that does not
increase overall amount of carbon dioxide
in atmosphere because it takes in as much
carbon dioxide as it releases, e.g., burning
of biofuels
climate change – a change in the average
temperature and cycles of weather over a
long period of time
climate justice – approaching climate
crisis from a social justice perspective
developed country – high quality of life,
developed economy and advanced
infrastructure, industrialised
developing country – less industrialised,
lower life expectancy, reduced access to
education, low income compared with
developed countries
extreme weather event – unexpected,
severe, or unseasonal weather, e.g.,
drought, heavy rainfall, or hurricanes
fossil fuel – fuel formed over very long
periods from remains of dead plants and
animals, e.g., coal, oil, and natural gas
global warming – gradual increase in the
temperature of the Earth's atmosphere
greenhouse effect – trapping of energy in
the atmosphere due to greenhouse gases
greenhouse gas emissions – release of
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere,
e.g., carbon dioxide and methane
interdependence – dependence of each
species on other species for food, shelter,
pollination, seed dispersal, etc.
intersecting inequalities – inequality
experienced by those that fall into
multiple disadvantaged groups
IPCC – Inter-governmental Panel on
Climate change
national determined contributions
(NDCs) – commitment from a country to
reduce its carbon emissions by a given
amount
net zero – carbon emissions balanced by
removing carbon dioxide from the air
Paris Agreement – agreement signed in
2015 setting an ambitious plan to tackle
climate change
Road to Zero Strategy – government
strategy that aims for cars and vans to be
zero emission by 2050
renewable resource – energy resource
which can be replenished and will not run
out
sustainable – action that can continue
without resources running out or damage
being caused
Sustainable Development Goals –
seventeen goals that set out all that’s
need to be achieved to protect the planet
and ensure that all people enjoy peace
and prosperity
zero-emission – process that does not
release greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere

COP26 IN THE NUMBERS

"Secure global net zero and keep
1.5 degrees within reach." 

COP26's stated mitigation goal

TERMS & ACRONYMS

200 +
30,000
$100BN/YEAR
50%+

estimated number of delegates

Asia's share of emissions

countries represented

target of developed nations' contributions

PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT 2015

How the 184 Paris Agreement signatories' greenhouse
gas-reduction commitments rank based on their ability
to actually reduce global emissions by 50% by 2030

“The estimated reductions [submitted
by the parties] fall far short of what is
required, demonstrating the need for

Parties to further strengthen their
mitigation commitments under the

Paris Agreement.”
UNFCC NDC Synthesis Report

https://api.time.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/ghg-reduction-
commitments.png?w=800&quality=85

Source: IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 degrees Celcius
World Resource Institute

GLOBAL TIMELINE TO REACH
NET-ZERO EMISSIONS

No climate pledge
Insufficient
Partially insufficient
Partially sufficient
Sufficient

Accelerate the transition
from coal to clean power

COP26 will also advocate for three paths toward mitigation

1 2 3Protect and restore nature for
the benefit of people and climate

Accelerate the transition
to zero emission vehicles

“Since first pledging to constrain their
greenhouse gas emissions in 1992, the
developed nations of Western Europe,

North America, Oceania, and Japan have
not reduced their aggregate emissions.”

LDC COP26 Report

“It is widely recognised that climate change and
biodiversity loss cannot be solved in isolation, and
that they are not solely environmental issues but

development, economic, social, security, equity and
moral issues as well.” Alasdair Reid, Ellie Wood - An

Introduction to the UN Conference of the Parties

PRAISE & THANKSGIVING
for the Lord’s incredible gift of creation
and the sensitivity of His handiwork

REPENTANCE
that we have forsaken or shown
indifference to the mandate of caring
for the environment
for our selfish consumption of
resources meant for all
for the impacts of our choices on the
poorest and most vulnerable on our
planet

REQUEST
For deeper understanding to care
deeply and more effectively for this
creation that future generations may
also experience its splendour
For mercy for those suffering the
effects of climate change and for our
actions to demonstrate justice to those
affected
For a greater spirit of unity and
concern for our environment that we
may live as responsible stewards
protecting and respecting this gift of
creation
For creative solutions to end the
exploitation of the earth's resources
For the imagination to balance
technology and creation
For wisdom for the world’s decision
makers
For wealthy nations to make amends
for harm done or their spirit of
indifference
For just solutions to protect all of
creation to ensure climate justice

HUMAN BEINGS CANNOT LIVE APART
FROM THE NATURAL WORLD

WHY FAITH MATTERS AT COP26PAVING THE ROAD TO
COP26 IN PRAYER

(as presented by A Rocha - Christian conservation group)

sharing their learning across borders and traditions;
assessing the capacity of their landholdings to contribute to
NbS; 
wealthy churches setting ambitious targets to continually reduce
carbon emissions; and
become Carbon Neutral as part of global efforts to reach Net
Zero.

UNPRECEDENTED JOINT DECLARATION
OF GLOBAL CHRISTIAN LEADERS

Faith has played an important role in motivating change.
Our Christian belief convinces us that change is possible.

An initiative across the UK
calling on all local churches
to hold a climate-focused
service on any Sunday
before COP26 (November
2021). Over 1,000 churches
have already participated.

Christians recognise
Creation as a gift from God.
It is not ours to exploit, but
to be nurtured and
safeguarded, thus providing
climate and ecological
justice, and hope for the
future.

1. Earthkeeping – sustain our
Lord’s creation
2. Fruitfulness – enjoy don’t
destroy
3. Sabbath – creation needs
rest too
4. Discipleship – be disciples,
disciple others
5. Kingdom Priority –seek first
His Kingdom
6. Contentment – seek true
contentment
7. Praxis – practise what we
believe
8. Conservation – return
creation’s service through
service

8 BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES
FOR CREATION CARE

Creation declares the glory of the Lord (Ps 19:1-6)
– how can we ignore their ‘voices’?

NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS (nbs)

Civil society (including churches) has an important role to
play. Recommendations to churches include:

“Lord Jesus, speak into the storm
of the climate emergency. Save us

from the consequences of our
consumerism and selfish lifestyles.

Silence the storm of denial and
avoidance. Empower us to respond

with boldness, passion and
creativity to care for and restore

Your world.”
Lectio 365

(September 2021)

“Today, we are paying the price [of the climate
emergency]… Tomorrow could be worse… This is a

critical moment. Our children’s future and the future
of our common home depend on it.”

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew: spiritual leader of the Orthodox church
Pope Francis: leader of the Roman Catholic church
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby: leader of the global Anglican communion

“We have a climate crisis because we
have not sought the win-win solutions
God has provided.”
Hugh Ross (Astrophysicist and Christian
apologist).

WEATHERING CLIMATE
CHANGE

His book, Weathering Climate Change,
contains 16 specific proposals that
would simultaneously help restore
climate stability, boost the world
economy, and create healthier and
more beautiful ecosystems
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“He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in
them—He remains faithful forever.” (Ps 146:6)


