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BELIEF
“Sadly, many around the globe do not enjoy [freedom of worship]… [W]e pray for the strength and
wisdom to achieve a better tomorrow – one where good people of all faiths, Christians and Muslims
and Jewish and Hindu, can follow their hearts and worship according to their conscience.”
- President Donald J. Trump, April 2017, after Palm Sunday attack in Egypt

Freedom of belief – a fundamental human right enshrined in Article 18 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion; this right includes freedom to change your religion or belief, and freedom, either
alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest your religion or belief
in teaching, practice, worship and observance.
Pew Research Centre 2015 report on global restrictions on religions – most recent available
global statistics, measuring laws and policies that limit religious beliefs in a
government-restrictions index, and violence and other intimidation from the public at large
in a social-hostilities index.
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WHO ARE THE VICTIMS?
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Many violations of religious freedom do
not appear to be aimed at religion, e.g.
building permits (to establish/repair
places of worship) or restrictions on
association (constraining the right to
worship). Many restrictions on religious
freedoms are done under the guise of
protecting national security.
Blasphemy laws are an example of
governments using laws as a tool for
restricting religious freedom under the
purported need to protect religions from
defamation.
70+ countries employ blasphemy laws
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C U R R E N T H I G H - P R O F I L E C O U N T R I ES
PAKISTAN

RUSSIA

INDONESIA

“Pakistan's blasphemy laws
persecute the weakest of the weak”

“Under new persecution (Yarovaya
law), faith groups in Russia turn to
Human Rights Court.”

“The blasphemy conviction against
former Jakarta governor Basuki 'Ahok'
Tjahaja Purnama continues to divide the
nation”

E X A M P L E S O F O R G A N I S AT I O N S T H AT E X I S T
TO DEFEND/PROTECT RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
UNFORB

USCIRF

AIDLR

Formed in 1991 to
promote and defend
international
agreements
protecting freedom
of religion or belief
from within the
United Nations
headquarters in New
York City.

Independent, bipartisan US
federal government
commission monitoring the
universal right to freedom of
religion or belief abroad.
Uses international standards
to monitor religious freedom
violations globally, and makes
policy recommendations to
the President, the Secretary of
State, and Congress.

Non-governmental
organisation that
aims to protect,
defend and promote
liberty of thought,
conscience,
conviction and
religion for
everyone,
everywhere.

FOR SA
Non-profit Christian
organisation working
to protect and promote
religious freedom in
South Africa, through
creating awareness
and influencing
government and
society regarding
issues that affect
religious freedom.

