
In the news this past week (9 May 2019): 

 

1. Time Magazine highlights inequalities in South Africa 

Time Magazine’s latest cover features a photograph taken in Johannesburg, with a wealthy suburb and an 

informal settlement next to each other on either side of a road. The feature article looks at the economic 

inequalities in South Africa, 25 years after the first democratic election. In 2018, the World Bank said that 

South Africa was the world’s most unequal society, with half the population living on less than 5 dollars a day. 

It also reported that in 2015, the top 10 percent of the population owned 70 percent of the nation’s assets. 

President Cyril Ramaphosa has acknowledged South Africa’s economic inequalities, saying that “the structure 

of the economy is unreformed and untransformed”. There is a new black middle class developing slowly, but 

these are entrenched issues that are taking a long time to change. 

From a Christian perspective, it is good for privileged South Africans to be reminded of how much there is still 

to be done for the good of the nation. Many of South Africa’s Christians find themselves among the top 10 

percent of the population, and there is a Biblical responsibility to work towards reducing inequality and 

injustice. For many, this will require a choice to sacrifice and to move out of a comfort zone, but the South 

African Church needs to be at the forefront of restoring hope to the millions who are still struggling.   

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the electoral results to pave the way for significant economic change   

• For corruption to be rooted out among those who shape South Africa’s economy 

• For South African Christians to be actively involved in reducing economic inequality 

 

 

2. Flare-up of fighting between Israel and Hamas 

After two days of intense fighting, a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas came into effect on Monday. This 

brought an end to rocket fire and shelling that had resulted in the deaths of 23 Palestinians and 4 Israelis, 

making it the bloodiest fighting between the two sides since 2014. In Israel, schools had been closed and many 

Israelis took refuge in bomb shelters. Since the Palestinian militant group Hamas took control of the Gaza Strip 

in 2007, there have been 3 wars and numerous smaller battles. This latest round of violence reportedly started 

with a flare-up during a protest on Friday against the Israeli blockade of Gaza. 

From a Christian perspective, it would seem that Israel and Palestine are locked into a cyclical pattern of 

aggression and ceasefires. For many Christians, support for Israel is unquestionable and unwavering, but for 



Kingdom-minded Christians, a response to the ongoing violence in the region needs to go further than that. 

The Bible tells us to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, and prayer might be the only hope of peace and salvation 

that could break the cycle, but prayer needs to be focused on Palestine too, and the millions there who do not 

know Jesus as Lord.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the ceasefire between Israel and Hamas to hold 

• For the Gospel to bring saving transformation on both sides 

• For the Lord to guide the prayers of His people for Israel and Palestine 

 

 

3. U.S. deploys carriers and bombers to Middle East in response to ‘Iranian threat’ 

According to U.S. National Security Advisor John Bolton, the U.S. will be deploying carriers and bombers to the 

Middle East region in response to the Iranian threat. It is not unusual for the U.S. to have carriers in the Middle 

East, but Bolton made clear that this move was specifically related to heightened tensions with Iran. He said 

that the decision was intended to send a “clear and unmistakeable message” of U.S. resolve. He also said that 

while the U.S. is not seeking war, they are prepared to respond. In April, the U.S. officially blacklisted Iran’s 

elite Revolutionary Guards Corps and designated the group as a foreign terrorist organisation. Not long after, 

Iran said that it considered all U.S. military personnel in the Middle East to be terrorists.   

From a Christian perspective, tensions between Iran and the U.S. are nothing new. However, escalating conflict 

between the two powers will make it more difficult for Christians, especially foreigners, to work in the region. 

If U.S. military forces are declared to be terrorists, other foreigners could also face targeting. It is therefore 

very necessary to ask the Lord to keep the doors open for missions in the region as long as possible.   

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the tensions between Iran and the U.S. to not escalate into war 

• For much wisdom for Christians in leading roles in their respective nations at this time 

• For the Lord to keep open the doors for missions in the Middle East 

 

 

 

 



4. U.N. gains access to vulnerable aid supplies for Yemen 

On Sunday the 5th of May, U.N. officials gained access to grain stores at risk of rotting in the port city of 

Hodeidah (hoo-DAY-dih). They are now trying to process the grain so that it gets to the population at risk of 

starvation. According to the World Food Programme, the 51,000 tonnes of wheat have been in Hodeidah for 

8 months. The war in Yemen has been ongoing for more than 4 years, between Saudi-backed government 

forces and Iran-backed rebels. Hodeidah is a key entry point for most humanitarian aid for Yemen and was in 

a state of conflict until December last year. Millions of Yemenis are at risk of starvation as a result of the war.  

From a Christian perspective, breakthroughs in aid programmes are always a cause for celebration. It is easy 

to get caught up in the ‘blame game’ of figuring out who is responsible for the food supplies not getting to the 

people, but it is more necessary at this time to focus efforts on making sure the grain is rescued before it all 

goes to waste. Many Christians work in humanitarian projects as a way of expressing Christ’s love in tangible 

ways, and the Church can pray that believing aid workers in Yemen will have the chance to share about Jesus 

as the Bread of Life.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the food supplies to reach those in need 

• For the war in Yemen to be ended 

• For Christian aid workers in the country to have opportunity to share about their faith 

 

 

5. Muslims around the world observe Ramadan 

On the night of Monday the 6th of May, the new moon was sighted which marked the start of the Islamic 

month of Ramadan. Muslims around the world are fasting from food and drink between sunrise and sunset 

for 30 days, which is one of the foundational practices of Islam. Ramadan is also a time of increased spiritual 

focus in order to gain a greater awareness of God. For Islamic extremists, this can sometimes be a period of 

increased violence. But it can also be a time of Muslims having dreams or visions of Jesus, which can lead them 

to a saving faith. 

From a Christian perspective, Ramadan is a prime opportunity for reaching out to Muslim friends, colleagues 

and neighbours. Much focus is placed on the social aspect of the evening meal that breaks the fast, and 

Muslims are often willing to share this meal with non-Muslims. There is also more of an openness for spiritual 

discussions. Many mission and prayer organisations use this time to focus prayer efforts on the Muslim world.  

Pray with us for the following: 



• For Muslims who are seeking more of God to encounter Jesus Christ 

• For Christians to actively reach out to Muslims in their community during this time 

• For any violent plans of Muslim extremists to be thwarted 

 


