
In the news this past week (18 July 2019): 

 

1. South African army deployed to gang areas in Cape metro 

Recently, it was announced that army personnel from the South African National Defence Force will be 

deployed to certain areas in the Cape Town municipality to assist overwhelmed police in their attempts to 

fight increasing gang violence. This has generated a mixed response, but there is a clear need for drastic 

intervention. Over the weekend starting on Friday the 12th of July, 43 people were murdered across the metro, 

and 25 of those were shootings. The plan is for the SANDF forces to be deployed for three months to 10 

different areas that are particularly affected by violent gangsterism. It was reported that many of these troops 

have acted as peacekeepers in Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

From a Christian perspective, a few Church leaders are asking the question of where the Church is in the midst 

of these developments. While the army may be necessary for an immediate response, their involvement is 

not going to change hearts, as that is something only the Lord can do. There are numerous testimonies of 

gangsters coming to know Christ and turning their lives around, but the Church needs to be in these areas in 

order for the Lord to work through His people. This is certainly more easily said than done, as there are risks 

to personal safety, but the Church in Cape Town cannot wilfully turn a blind eye to these areas where there is 

immense need.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For wisdom for national and local leaders as they address the challenge of gangsterism 

• For the Lord to use believers in gang areas in mighty ways    

• For the Church in Cape Town to be stirred and emboldened to get involved where there is need    

 

 

2. New North Korea constitution calls Kim head of state, seen as step to U.S. peace treaty 

On Thursday the 11th of July, Kim Jong Un was formally named head of state of North Korea and commander-

in-chief of the military in a new constitution. According to analysts, this move focuses on his diplomatic role, 

and is potentially a move towards a more ‘international’ style of rule. Observers said the development was 

possibly aimed at preparing for a peace treaty with the United States. It is also seen as another step away from 

the ‘military-first’ policy that the country has observed for decades. Last year, Mr Kim shifted his focus to the 

economy, launched nuclear talks with the United States and moved to revamp his image as a world leader 

through summits with South Korea, China and Russia. 



From a Christian perspective, developments on the Korean peninsula appear to be continuing in a positive 

direction. Mr Kim’s move towards greater acceptance on the international stage and his shift in focus to the 

economy rather than the military are all encouraging signs in the peace-making process. Many believers in the 

region are therefore cautiously optimistic. There is a clear understanding that a peaceful and lasting resolution 

to the deep divide on the Korean peninsula would be a monumental achievement, possibly even miraculous. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For a continued commitment from North Korean leadership towards a lasting peace    

• For believers in the region to not become complacent, but to persevere in prayer until a lasting 

breakthrough is achieved    

• For North Korean believers to be encouraged as they patiently endure   

 

 

3. In challenge to Beijing, Hong Kong activists attempt to take fight to mainland 

In new developments, Hong Kong’s protesters are wanting to ‘export’ their revolutionary movement to 

mainland China. But China continues its attempts to block news of Hong Kong’s biggest protests in decades 

from filtering through to the mainland. One of the main priorities for the Chinese government is internal 

stability and these protests are therefore seen as a major threat. But protesters have recently launched a new 

strategy of targeting mainland shoppers and tourists who are visiting Hong Kong. On Sunday the 14th of July, 

protesters handed out pamphlets printed in the Chinese characters used on the mainland, and shouted 

slogans in Mandarin, which is mainland China’s most common dialect.  

From a Christian perspective, it could be quite a shake-up if the ongoing protests in Hong Kong do gain 

momentum on the mainland. Any attempts to oppose the government would almost certainly result in a 

further clampdown on the Church, which is already experiencing levels of persecution not seen in many years. 

But a number of Chinese Christian leaders have been expecting escalating persecution and say that it might 

not be a bad thing for the Church, as the Church gains strength through being sifted and purified. They also 

say that challenges force the Church to focus on remaining effective and relevant. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For believers in Hong Kong to keep their focus on the Lord and His will in these turbulent times    

• For Chinese believers on the mainland to respond to the increased persecution in a way that leads to 

growth of the Church 

• For the lives of Chinese believers to be living testimonies to those in their communities 



4. New Kurdish prime minister aims to improve relations with Baghdad 

On Wednesday the 10th of July, Masrour Barzani was sworn in as the new prime minister of Kurdistan, which 

is a semi-autonomous region largely based within northern Iraq. Kurds are the largest people group in the 

world without their own state, and many have long desired independence. But a failed bid for independence 

two years ago, which was led by the new prime minister’s father, pushed Iraq to the brink of civil war. The 

new prime minister has said that he will focus on restoring Kurdistan’s relationship with the Iraqi government 

and will work on fixing the issues that divide them. These issues include oil exports and revenue, security 

matters and territorial disputes. 

From a Christian perspective, Kurdistan became a critical safe haven for Iraqi Christians fleeing the Islamic 

State at the height of the extremist onslaught a few years ago. There are still significant numbers of Christians 

within Kurdistan, and increased unity and stability within the region and in wider Iraq could allow them to 

rebuild again after the years of unrest. One minister in the new Kurdistan government is a Christian, and he 

took his oath of office by swearing on a Bible that had been burned by the Islamic State. He said that this 

symbolised that Christians would remain in the region despite everything they had faced. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the Lord to direct the governments of both Kurdistan and Iraq  

• For the different people groups in Iraq to actively work towards peace, unity and stability 

• For Christians in Kurdistan to be active witnesses within their communities 

 

 

5. Dramatic sporting events remind Christians of need for endurance and commitment 

On Sunday the 14th of July, two sporting events ended in dramatic finishes that kept fans and viewers on the 

edge of their seats. In the Cricket World Cup final in England, the hosts beat New Zealand in a match described 

by analysts as the most thrilling and unbelievable in history, with one calling it “the greatest game ever 

played”. England tied with New Zealand after their respective 50 overs as well as a ‘super-over’, but went on 

to win based on the number of boundaries they had hit. Meanwhile, the Wimbledon men’s final was the 

longest singles final in history, lasting for four hours and 57 minutes. The five-set marathon match ended with 

Novak Djokovic (DJO-ko-vich) eventually triumphing over eight-times-champion Roger Federer. Analysts noted 

that Djokovic’s endurance to accomplish the win was particularly praiseworthy. 

From a Christian perspective, sporting events may seem irrelevant in the midst of everything else happening 

around the world. But the apostle Paul used sporting analogies more than once to convey the kind of discipline, 

endurance and commitment that is necessary in the hearts and lives of Christians. Sports people who compete 



at the top levels go to extremes in order to achieve their goals, and this kind of focus and commitment is 

necessary on a spiritual level for believers who are called to focus on eternal goals. Just as sports people want 

to obtain something greater than the sacrifices they choose to make, Christians have a calling that is worth 

more than all the costs it requires to get there. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For Christians living in countries where faith is easy and comfortable to be reminded of eternal goals 

• For believers around the world to inspire one another towards greater endurance 

• For the perseverance and commitment of believers in closed countries to be a witness to all those 

around them   


