
In the news this past week (16 May 2019): 

 

1. ANC secures another electoral victory 

Following the national and provincial elections on the 8th of May, South Africa’s electoral commission 

announced that the ANC had once again won the majority vote. Their 57.5 percent victory was, however, their 

worst showing ever at the polls. The Democratic Alliance (or DA) also saw a drop in support, winning 20.77 

percent of the vote. Both the far-left Economic Freedom Fighters (or EFF) and the right-wing Freedom Front 

Plus celebrated an increase in their representation in parliament. President Cyril Ramaphosa now faces the 

challenge of following through on promises to root out corruption and improve overall conditions in the 

country. He also needs to work on overcoming internal divisions in the ANC and rebuilding confidence in the 

ruling party.  

From a Christian perspective, it is important for believers to remember that democratic elections in South 

Africa are still something of a miracle. It is easy enough to get caught up in negativity or focus on the little 

things that went wrong on polling day, but given South Africa’s history, there is still much to celebrate. And 

just as Christians prayed fervently for the country before the 1994 elections, there is now need to pray for Mr 

Ramaphosa as he faces the many challenges that come with leading South Africa.   

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the Lord to guide Mr Ramaphosa as he appoints a new cabinet   

• For South African Christians to focus on the positives in the country, rather than getting bogged down 

by the negative 

• For the South African Church to play a leading role in working for the good of the country 

 

 

2. Church attack in Burkina Faso was third in five weeks 

On Sunday the 12th of May, a group of gunmen attacked a church in northern Burkina Faso, killing six including 

the priest. They then burned the church, as well as other buildings in the town. This was the third attack on 

churches in Burkina Faso in five weeks. The country has a history of tolerance with religious groups living 

together peacefully, but there has been a surge of jihadist violence since 2016. Last year, there were 158 

recorded jihadist attacks. Schools and teachers are also targeted. Burkina Faso is part of the wider Sahel region, 

where a number of countries are battling Islamist insurgencies.  



From a Christian perspective, it is always so much easier to seek revenge rather than speaking forgiveness 

after an attack. In many countries where Christians are targeted, there are some who seek to retaliate. 

Violence against Christians is relatively new to Burkina Faso, so there is much need to pray for the Church at 

this time as they seek the Lord’s guidance for their response to the attacks. Neither passive acceptance nor 

violent revenge will further the Kingdom of God in Burkina Faso and the wider Sahel region, and there is need 

for Christians to actively work for peace and tolerance in their communities.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For courage for Christians in volatile areas in the region 

• For believers to speak peace and forgiveness despite fear, grief and anger 

• For wisdom for leaders in the Church and the Burkina Faso government 

 

 

3. Gunmen attack China-linked luxury hotel in Pakistan 

On Sunday the 12th of May, three gunmen stormed a five-star luxury hotel in the port city of Gwadar in 

Pakistan. Five people were killed, including the attackers, and six were injured. The Balochistan Liberation 

Army, who claimed responsibility for the attack, made it clear that the Zaver Pearl-Continental Hotel was 

targeted because of its connection to Chinese investment in the country. The port of Gwadar is a central focus 

of the multi-billion-dollar project known as the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, which is part of China’s ‘One 

Belt One Road’ economic initiative. This is not the first time that Chinese targets have been attacked in 

Pakistan, and militant activity is a major concern for the viability of the project.  

From a Christian perspective, attacks on Chinese targets in Muslim countries could have an impact on 

missionary activity. For a number of years, the Chinese Church has been making the most of economic and 

development projects as a way of getting Chinese missionaries into countries that are hostile to Christianity. 

Chinese believers go in as businesspeople or workers or language teachers and use those opportunities to 

share the Gospel. If China chooses to withdraw their people from Pakistan and other Muslim countries, 

Chinese missionaries could be caught up in that process, but in the meantime, they continue with their work 

with some added caution. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the protection of Chinese missionaries working in Muslim countries  

• For the Lord to keep the economic doors open for Chinese missionary work 

• For the Lord to thwart the plans of those who intend to cause harm 



 

 

4. Escalation in U.S.-China trade war 

During his campaign, U.S. president Donald Trump focused much attention on his plans to change the way the 

U.S. trades with China. During 2018, tariffs were imposed on billions of dollars’ worth of Chinese products, 

and China responded with a similar move. Now, despite attempts at talks between the two countries, the U.S. 

has more than doubled the tariffs, with China again retaliating. In theory, tariffs on Chinese products would 

make U.S. products cheaper, but both U.S. and international companies are reporting negative effects of last 

year’s tariff escalation. The U.S. and China are the world’s two largest economies and are each other’s biggest 

trading partners, so the conflict has rattled investors and affected the stock markets. The International 

Monetary Fund has warned that intensifying the trade war could weaken the global economy.  

From a Christian perspective, a trade war appears to have nothing to do with the Church. However, when 

economies weaken, jobs are threatened and people’s lives are impacted. There is also a tendency for 

Christians to reduce their giving when there is financial uncertainty, and this, in turn, impacts the work of the 

Church. Both the Church in the U.S. and the Church in China are key role players in the global mission field, 

and it is important for believers on both sides to keep focused on Kingdom matters despite surrounding 

economic uncertainties.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For wisdom for leaders in both the U.S. and Chinese governments 

• For economic changes to not affect the giving of believers in the U.S. and in China 

• For mission work by both countries to increase rather than faltering 

 

 

5. Asia Bibi and her husband arrive in Canada 

Asia Bibi, the Pakistani woman who gained international attention for being imprisoned and sentenced to 

death for blasphemy, has finally arrived in Canada with her husband. Bibi’s sentence was overturned in 

October last year and they have since been in hiding in Pakistan. Angry Islamists threatened her life and she 

was barred from leaving the country until her recent departure. Pakistan’s blasphemy law is infamous for its 

harshness and for being used as a means of persecuting Pakistan’s minority Christians. Bibi and her family are 

expected to live under new identities in Canada and will receive personal protection for the foreseeable future.  



From a Christian perspective, Bibi’s release from prison last year and her recent arrival in Canada have been 

celebrated as an answer to many prayers. For years, Asia Bibi was one of the most well-known faces of 

Christian persecution and there were many working towards her release. At present, there are others in 

Pakistan facing a similar situation, and the prayers of the Body of Christ around the world can do much to 

sustain their faith despite their circumstances. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the continued safety of Asia Bibi and her family 

• For a positive resolution to the cases of other Christians in Pakistan accused of blasphemy 

• For the Pakistani Church to remain steadfast in the face of varying forms of persecution 

 


