Brutality-driven Spirituality
The top 20 terrorist organisations in the world today
Matthew 10:28
“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”

John 10:10
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

Since 2000, there has been a five-fold increase in the number of people killed by
terrorism. There are currently a total of 58 groups identified by the Intel Center
Database (ICD) with a Group Threat Index (GTI), which would qualify them as a
terrorist or rebel groups.
One clear observation and common thread in an analysis of all the major terror
organisations in the world today is the fact that almost all share an Islamic agenda.
Only two of the top twenty do not maintain a religious agenda.
The tension between most of the Islamic terror groups is the fact they build their
vision on the same ideology, fight a common enemy and yet oppose one another in
interpretation and power struggles. This confirms the reality that Islam, like any
religion or ideology, lends itself to different interpretations, with opposing views.

Why do they do what they do?
Dalia Mogahed (the research director of the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding) writes in an article in The Atlantic: “Even
though it is kind of an obvious point that the groups use Islamic texts to justify their brutality, we need to answer a slightly different
question, which is: If Islam did not exist … would a group like IS exist today and do the same things?”
Mogahed, who formerly led research on Muslims with the polling organisation Gallup, then continues: “My answer to that
hypothetical question is a resounding YES. Extremist groups all over the world commit the same kinds of violence using ‘the local
social currency’ to justify it.” Mogahed suggests that the relationship between Islamic texts and IS’ brutality is actually the reverse
of what both IS and many of its enemies claim: “It’s not IS’ interpretation of Islamic texts that drives its brutality—it’s the
group’s desired brutality driving its interpretation of the texts… We start at the violence we want to conduct, and we
convince ourselves that this is the correct way to interpret the texts.”
The often-repeated saying is true: that not all Muslims are radicals and not all radicals are terrorists. But the fact remains that
most terror organisations are Muslim. The argument that IS and other terror groups might not be “true Muslims” – as many clerics
and Western leaders, including US President Barack Obama, often declare – could well be true, but the fact that Islam provides a
platform for almost every terror group in the world today should be acknowledged and addressed.
Ideologies and theologies can be changed by wars and politics, but according to Mogahed’s theory, terror groups will find new
theologies and ideologies to justify their brutality. The root of brutality therefore lies in the heart of man, who seeks justification
for his bloodlust in a theology or ideology. In terms of this belief, Islam could be replaced by something else, so long as the heart
remains unchanged.

The solution should therefore also be found in the heart of man, and this can be achieved through prayer!
Below is an overview of twenty of these groups who desire brutality and find justification for it in their
beliefs and ideologies. Among them all are individuals whose hearts can be changed.
Key note: It is a futile exercise to try and rank terror groups according to ‘severity’. The groups in this document are listed
according to media exposure and public knowledge. The list is based on terrorist and rebel activities in recent years and up to 8
January 2016, and draws on the Intel Center's Group Threat Index (GTI), which examines the volume of terrorist and rebel alerts,
messaging traffic, videos, photos, incidents and the number killed and injured by a group. However, it is not the only source used.

It is also important to note that names differ substantially from source to source, as does spelling. The Islamic State, for example,
is known as IS, ISIS (the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria), ISIL (the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) and Daesh – a more derogatory
name (now officially adopted by the French government), which is the Arabic acronym for Al Dawla al-Islamyia fil Iraq wa’al Sham
(the group’s former name). Although Daesh does not mean anything as a word in Arabic, it sounds unpleasant, and the group's
supporters object to its use. Daesh also sounds similar to an Arabic verb that means ‘to tread underfoot, trample down, or to crush
something’.

The top 20 key players in the world of terror

1.

Al-Qaeda

From Wikipedia: “Al-Qaeda is a global,
militant, Sunni Islamist organisation
founded by Osama bin Laden, Abdullah
Azzam, and several others, at some
point between August 1988 and late
1989. Its origin is traceable to the Arab
volunteers (Mujahedeen), who fought
against the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan in the 1980s. Al Qaeda
operates as a network; comprising both
a multinational, stateless army and an
Islamist, extremist, Wahhabi [ultraconservative Islamic reformist] jihadist
group. It has been designated
a terrorist group by the United Nations
Security Council, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the European Union, the United States, Russia, India, and various
other countries. Al-Qaeda has carried out many attacks on targets it considers kafir (infidel).
Al-Qaeda has mounted attacks on civilian and military targets in various countries, including the 1998 U.S. embassy bombings,
the September 11 attacks, and the 2002 Bali bombings.
Among the beliefs ascribed to al-Qaeda members is the conviction that a Christian–Jewish alliance is conspiring to destroy
Islam. As Salafist (alternative term to Wahhabi) jihadists, they believe that the killing of non-combatants is religiously sanctioned,
but they ignore any aspect of religious scripture which might be interpreted as forbidding the murder of non-combatants and
internecine fighting. Al-Qaeda also opposes what it regards as man-made laws, and wants to replace them with a strict form of
Sharia law.”
Many of the key terrorist organisations covered in this document are linked to Al-Qaeda in one way or another, and it could thus
be seen as the ‘mother organisation’ of terror.
Al-Qaeda has the following direct affiliates:
 Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb
 Al-Qaeda in Somalia
 Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
 Al-Qaeda in Syria
 Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent







Abdullah Azzam Brigades
Al-Qaeda in the Malay Archipelago
Al-Qaeda Kurdish Battalions
Al-Mourabitoun
Al-Qaeda in Bosnia and Herzegovina

Al-Qaeda's indirect affiliates include the following, many of which have left the organisation and joined the Islamic State (IS):
 Al-Mulathameen Brigade
 Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
 Ansar Dine
 Jaish-e-Mohammed
 Abu Sayyaf
 Jemaah Islamiyah
 Ansar al-Islam
 Lashkar-e-Taiba
 East Turkestan Islamic Movement
 Movement for Oneness and Jihad in West Africa
 Caucasus Emirate
 Moroccan Islamic Combatant Group
 Fatah al-Islam
 Rajah Sulaiman movement
 Islamic Jihad Union

2.

Islamic State (IS)

The Malaysian Insider: “Under the leadership of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, IS controls large
swathes of Iraq and Syria. It is also known as the Islamic State in Syria and the Levant
(ISIL), Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), or the Arabic acronym Daesh, derived from
the group's Arabic name transliteration "ad-Dawlah al-Islāmīyah fil 'Irāq wa ash-Shām".
The group originated in 1999 as Jamaat al-Tawhid wal-Jihad. In 2004 its founder, Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi, pledged an oath to al-Qaeda, then under the leadership of Osama
bin Laden, from his Pakistani hideout.
On 29 June 2014, the group proclaimed itself a worldwide caliphate under the name
"Islamic State", and Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi was named its "caliph" (head of state). As a
caliphate it claims religious, political and military authority over all Muslims worldwide.”
It is estimated by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) that IS has 31,000 fighters (September 2014), but this may actually be more
than 100,000. IS has single-handedly swept across an area of the Middle East roughly the size of United Kingdom.
NationalInterest.org: “A major difference between IS and other Islamist terrorist organizations, competing for fundraising and
recruits, is that the former is succeeding in a task that not even Al Qaeda could accomplish: capturing territory, holding that
territory and declaring an Islamic caliphate in the very heart of the Arab world. And IS’s methods are brutal: rounding up and
executing anyone who shows the slightest resistance to its domination. At least four cases of mass killings by IS terrorists have
been documented, including the execution of 250 Syrian troops in August 2015.”
IS is also regarded as the wealthiest terror organisation in the world, with a crude oil revenue of $1 million per day.

3.

Taliban

The Malaysian Insider: “The Afghan Taliban was founded in 1994 under the
leadership of Mullah Mohammed Omar, who remains its commander and spiritual
leader. The organisation's main goal is to form an Islamic state in Afghanistan.
Founded by Pashtun tribes and supported by Islamic groups [that include] Chechens,
Arabs, Punjabis, Uzbeks and Tajiks, the Taliban group governed Afghanistan from
1996 to 2001. It is known for its horrific guerrilla wars fought in Afghanistan and
Pakistan against NATO forces. However, it only gained diplomatic recognition from
three states: Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.
It was overthrown during United States military action, following the September 11, 2001 attacks. According to the United
Nations, the Taliban and their allies were responsible for 75% of Afghan civilian casualties in 2010, 80% in 2011, and 80% in 2012.”

4.

Hezbollah

BBC News: “Hezbollah - or the Party of God - is a powerful political and military
organisation in Lebanon, made up mainly of Shia Muslims. It emerged with financial
backing from Iran in the early 1980s and began a struggle to drive Israeli troops from
Lebanon. Hostility towards Israel has remained the party's defining platform, since
May 2000, when the last Israeli troops left Lebanon; due in large part to the success
of Hezbollah's military arm, the Islamic Resistance.
Their popularity peaked in the 2000s, but was dealt a massive blow among proWestern Lebanese when they were at the centre of a huge, destructive war with
Israel following the capture of two Israeli soldiers in 2006.
Hezbollah is the strongest member of Lebanon's pro-Syrian opposition bloc which has been pitted against the pro-Western
government, led by Saad Hariri.”

UncoverDiscover.com: “Terrorist groups are usually founded by small groups sharing common beliefs. However, in time they grow;
Hezbollah has already gained the allegiance of 41% of Lebanon’s population. It is considered to be the biggest enemy of Sunni
Arab countries and Israel; and is backed up by Iran and Syria, making it one of the most powerful terrorist groups in the world.
Some believe it will be the next al-Qaeda.”

5.

Boko Haram

The Malaysian Insider: “Boko Haram aims to impose a hard-line form of Islamic law in
Nigeria. The group is led by Abubakar Shekau. The name means ‘Western education
is sinful’, and the group forbids Muslims from engaging in any activity related to
Western society. This includes voting in elections, wearing shirts and trousers or
receiving a secular education. After its founding in 2002, Boko Haram's increasing
radicalisation led to a violent uprising in July 2009 in which its leader, Mohammed
Yusuf, was executed.”
NationalInterest.org: “The jihadist group in northeastern Nigeria catapulted to the
world’s attention when a boarding school in the Nigerian border town of Chibok was
raided in the middle of the night. Around 300 Nigerian schoolgirls were taken captive
by Boko Haram militants and threatened with forced marriage and forced conversion.
Boko Haram has razed entire villages to the ground, its inhabitants often killed with bullets to the head or burned alive. The Council
on Foreign Relations estimates that at least 6,742 people have been killed as a result of Boko Haram’s violence since May 2011—
although the murky nature of violence in Nigeria and multiple claims of responsibility guarantee that this is probably a conservative
figure.”
Since mid-2014, the militants have been in control of swathes of territory in and around their home state of Borno, but have not
captured the capital of Borno state, Maiduguri, where the group was originally based. However, last year (2015) they struck across
Nigeria’s borders into neighbouring Chad and Niger. As a result, Nigeria, Chad, Niger and Cameroon have united against Boko
Haram, with the help of a number of Western countries.

6.

Al-Shabaab

Wikipedia: “Harakat al-Shabaab al-Mujahideen (literally, ‘Mujahideen Youth
Movement’ or ‘Movement of Striving Youth’), more commonly known as Al-Shabaab,
is a jihadist terrorist group based in East Africa. In 2012, it pledged allegiance to
the militant Islamist organisation Al-Qaeda. In February of that year, some of the
group's leaders quarrelled with Al-Qaeda over the union, and quickly lost ground. AlShabaab's troop strength was estimated at 7,000 to 9,000 militants in 2014.
While Al-Shabaab has been reduced in power and size since the beginning of
the coordinated operation against it by the Somalian and Kenyan military, the group
has continued its efforts at recruitment and territorial control.
The group maintains training camps in areas near Kismayo in the southern regions of Somalia. One such camp was constructed in
Laanta Bur village near Afgooye, which is also where the former K-50 airport is located. On 11 July 2012, Somali federal troops and
their AMISOM (African Union Mission in Somalia) allies captured the area from the militants.”
The brutality of Al-Shabaab is remembered by the assault in April 2015 when more than 147 people, mostly students, were killed
at a university in Garissa, north-eastern Kenya. It is the deadliest attack yet by Al-Shabaab.

7.

Hamas

StepByStep.com: “[Hamas] stands for Harakat Al-Muqawama Al-Islamia and was formed
as a subgroup of Muslim Brotherhood to liberate Palestine from Israeli occupation.
Created in 1987, this group has been a very effective adversary of Israel, involved in many
armed attacks against Israeli armed forces and civilians.”
UncoverDiscover.com: “The Hamas trademark is its suicide bombers, driven to set
Palestine free from Israel, while supported by Hezbollah in killing innocent Israeli civilians and defense forces.”

8.

Muslim Brotherhood

Even though the Muslim Brotherhood is more of a movement than an organisation it has
been declared a terrorist organisation by a number of Arab countries due to its involvement
in terror attacks and support for other terror organisations. There are also longstanding
accusations that the Muslim Brotherhood worked with foreign terrorist organisations,
including al-Qaeda, against the national security of Egypt.
Wikipedia: “The Society of the Muslim Brothers, shortened to the Muslim Brotherhood, is a
transnational Sunni Islamist organisation founded in Egypt by Islamic scholar and schoolteacher,
Hassan al-Banna in 1928. The organisation gained supporters throughout the Arab world and
influenced other Islamist groups such as Hamas with its ‘model of political activism, combined with Islamic charity work’, and in
2012 sponsored the elected political party in Egypt after the January Revolution in 2011. However, it suffered periodic government
crackdowns for alleged terrorist activities, and as of 2015 is considered a terrorist organisation by the governments
of Bahrain, Egypt, Russia, Syria, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates.
The Brotherhood's stated goal is to instill the Quran and Sunnah [verbal transmission of Muhammad’s teachings] as the ‘sole
reference point for ... ordering the life of the Muslim family, individual, community ... and state’. Its mottos include ‘Believers are
but Brothers’, ‘Islam is the Solution’, and ‘Allah is our objective; the Quran is the Constitution; the Prophet is our leader; jihad is
our way; death for the sake of Allah is our wish’. It is financed by members, who are required to allocate a portion of their income
to the movement, and was for many years financed by Saudi Arabia, with whom it shared some enemies and some points of
doctrine.”

9.

Jabhat al-Nusrah

The Malaysian Insider: “The Al-Nusra Front or The Front for the Defence of the Syrian People is sometimes known as al-Qaeda in
Syria. It announced its existence with a video posted online in 2012, and aims to replace the regime of President Bashar al-Assad
with an Islamic state. Although the group is affiliated with al-Qaeda, al-Nusra does not emphasize Western targets or global jihad,
focusing instead on the “near enemy” of the Syrian state.”

10.

Al-Houthi Rebels

CriticalThreats.org: “The al-Houthi movement in Yemen traces its roots back to a political and paramilitary group called the
Believing Youth established in the mid-1990s by Hussein Badr al Din al Houthi. The Believing Youth was aligned with the progovernment al Huqq party and sought to revive Zaydism, a Shiite sect whose tenets include the belief that only descendants of
the Prophet Mohammad can be legitimate Muslim rulers. After Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh aligned himself with the US
in 2001, Hussein al Houthi increasingly spoke out against the state, and the group held mass anti-government and anti-American
demonstrations. The government issued a reward for the capture of Hussein and security forces killed him in September 2004
during an attempt to arrest him. His death ignited an uprising by his followers, who became known as the al Houthis.
The al-Houthi movement draws its supporters from the Zaydi Shiite population in northern Yemen and is primarily active in Sa'ada
and Amran provinces and is currently led by Houthi leader Abdulmalek al-Houthi.”

The Houthis participated in the 2011 Yemeni revolution. In 2014–15, Houthis took over the government in Sana'a, which led to
the fall of the Saudi Arabian-backed government of Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi. Houthis and their allies have gained control of a
significant part of Yemen's territory and are currently resisting the Saudi Arabian-led intervention in Yemen.

11. Tehrik-i Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
UncoverDiscover.com: “The Pakistani Taliban group, less known as Tehriki-Taliban, Pakistan is a terrorist group founded in December 2007 by a
Pakistani militant, Baitullah Mehsud.”
The Malaysian Insider: “[In December 2014], the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan
stormed the Army Public School in Pakistan's north-western city of
Peshawar, slaughtering 148 people, including 132 children, in the country's
deadliest terror attack.
It is a loose coalition of militant groups operating from the semiautonomous tribal zones in north-west Pakistan near the Afghan border.
Its present leader is Maulana Fazlullah. Among the [TTP's] stated objectives are resistance against the Pakistani state, enforcement
of their interpretation of Sharia and a plan to unite against NATO-led forces in Afghanistan. The TTP is not directly affiliated with
the Afghan Taliban movement led by Mullah Omar; both groups differ in their histories, strategic goals and interests, despite the
fact that they are both predominantly Pashtun.”

12.

Lashkar-e-Taiba

The Malaysian Insider: “Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) was founded in 1990 in Afghanistan. With its headquarters near Lahore in the Punjab
province of Pakistan, the group operates several training camps in Pakistan-administered Kashmir.
[This] Pakistani militant group is responsible for the 2001 Indian parliament and the 2008 Mumbai attacks which killed 166 people.
Since [these] attacks, it has used another organisation, the Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) as a front organisation, reports say. The JuD
claims it is a humanitarian charity, and continues to operate openly in Pakistan.”

13.

Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) and splinter groups

The Malaysian Insider: “The Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) is an al-Qaeda branch in Southeast
Asia, and is responsible for the 2002 Bali bombing that killed 202 people. It is based
in Indonesia, and was formed in the early 1990s with the aim of establishing a
caliphate in the region. Most of its key figures, including spiritual head, Abu Bakar
Bashir and Bali bomb-maker, Umar Patek have been captured.
JI is a transnational organisation with cells in Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia and the
Philippines. In addition to al-Qaeda, the group is also thought to have links to the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front in the Philippines.”

14.

Abu Sayyaf

The Malaysian Insider: “Abu Sayyaf, a criminal gang that operates in Sulu, Philippines, is responsible for frequent kidnappings-forransom along Sabah's coast and adjacent waters.
Set up in 1991 with seed money from al-Qaeda, the group based in the islands of Basilan and Jolo, has been blamed for terror
attacks in the Philippines, including bombings and kidnappings of Christians and foreigners. The group has long had links with alQaeda and recently pledged allegiance to IS.”

15.

Kurdistan Worker’s Party

UncoverDiscover.com: “The Kurdistan Worker’s Party, also known as PKK, was founded in 1978 in Turkey. Its main goal is to
establish the independence of the Kurdistan province and its recognition as a state. The PKK is active not only in Turkey, but also
in Iraq, Syria and Iran, making it an international threat and being categorised as a deadly international group.”

16.

Armed Islamic Group of Algeria (GIA)

UncoverDiscover.com: “The GIA, also known as the Armed Islamic Group of
Algeria was founded in July 1992, after the military government of Algeria
decided to take a controversial decision to block the political way of the Islamic
Salvation Front, a mainstream Islamic party. This group was founded for the
purpose of overthrowing the Algerian government and creating an Islamic State
in Algeria.
The main terrorist attack that put them on the anti-terrorism radar was their
hijacking of Air France Flight 8969. They demonstrate their power by killing
innocent people through bomb attacks, kidnapping [and rape]. Their ideology is
that ‘political pluralism is equivalent to sedition’.”

17.

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps-Quds Force

NationalInterest.com: “The covert, external operations wing of the elite Revolutionary Guard is not designated a foreign terrorist
organisation by the United States government, but this highly-secretive branch of the Islamic Republic of Iran is nonetheless
incredibly effective at what it does: connect with, maintain and support terrorist groups in the region that will enhance Iran’s
regional posture and keep its enemies off balance. And that is why the Quds Force is so dangerous.
Led by its mysterious commander, Qassem Suleimani (dubbed ‘The Shadow Commander’ by the New Yorker’s Dexter Filkins), the
Quds Force is one of the most valuable assets that Iran possesses in its mission to expand its presence in the Arab Middle East and
create the kind of leverage that allows Tehran to dictate the terms of the region’s ongoing conflicts.
Lebanese Hezbollah, Kataib Hezbollah, Asaib Ahl al-Haq, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad and Syria’s Bashar al-Assad are all
beholden to the Iranians in one way or another, thanks in large part to the money, arms shipments and battlefield advice that the
Quds Force provides. In October 2007, the US Treasury Department designated the IRGC-QF as a ‘specially designated global
terrorist entity’ for its support to a variety of terrorist organizations, including, but not limited to, a yearly donation to Hezbollah
of $100-200 million.
The role of the IRGC-QF has only grown in importance. President Bashar al-Assad and his overstretched and tired Syrian army have
the Quds Force to thank for pulling his regime away from the brink of implosion. It’s difficult to believe that Lebanese Hezbollah
was not pushed by the Quds Force to deploy inside of Syria on behalf of the Assad regime, and it’s equally unlikely that Syria could
have established a pro-government militia so effectively on its own. Behind it all, Qassem Suleimani is pulling the strings. As a
former CIA operative told the New Yorker, ‘Suleimani is the single most powerful operative in the Middle East today, and no one’s
ever heard of him.’”

18.

Aden-Abyan Islamic Army

UncoverDiscover.com: “The Aden-Abyan Islamic Army was founded in Yemen, in July 1992. Its main objective is to contend against
secularism in Yemen and other Arab countries. The terrorist act that placed them in the spotlight was the kidnapping 16 foreign
tourists in Abyan. The Yemen security forces tried to rescue all the prisoners but four of them died during the rescue operation.”

The only two organisations mentioned in this list that are not driven by an Islamic agenda but that are considered
by major sources to be ‘terrorists’ are the following:

19. FARC
UncoverDiscover.com: “Forças Armadas Revolucionárias da Colômbia – FARC – is a
Marxist-Leninist group considered the main source of illegal drug trade in the
world… they make it, they sell it [and] destroy lives though addiction.
It has over 12,000 members and uncounted supporters, even if public [sentiment
is] against them throughout Colombia.
[T]hey consider themselves a modern version of Robin Hood, by extorting money
from international companies and wealthy people in order to make it better for the
poor, or so they say. Still, threats and kidnapping is not a solution, because
casualties appear and they are usually innocent people.”

20. Shiv Sena
StepByStep.com: “This Hindu group was founded in 1966 by Hinduhrudaysamrat
Shri Balasaheb Thackeray. They are critical of Indian Muslims and are believed to
be involved in a terror plot against Muslims, both in India and across the border
into Pakistan.”
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