Events that shaped the world in 2015

23 January 2015
“…the biggest threat facing the Western world is not the rise of radical Islam, but rather the rise of “apocalyptic Islam.”
JOEL ROSENBURG, journalist and Middle East expert at an International Media Conference in the US on 24 February 2015
On Friday 23 January, Saudi King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz died at a believed age of 90. Abdullah had ruled since 2005, and his
half-brother (Salman) assumed the leadership after his death.
The significance of King Abdullah’s death has to do with Islamic ‘end times’ prophecy. Central to Shia Islamic belief is the
prophecy that the 12th Imam (or the ‘al-Mahdi’) will one day return to earth in order to ‘restore the world to Islam’. This
mythical figure is believed to have been born in the mid-9th century and then later to have disappeared. According to
prophecies, the 12th Imam’s appearance will be preceded by a time of an apocalypse after which he will rule over the world for
seven years that will signify the ‘end times’.
The trigger to some of these prophesies is the death of King Abdullah. An Islamic hadith believed to report Muhammad’s
discussion about when the 12th Imam would return prophesies that “... a man who is carrying the name of an animal ascends
to the throne, after which a man named Abdullah comes to the power… whoever informs me of his death, I will inform him of
the rise [of the al-Mahdi]… after Abdullah passes away, [there will be a temporary government for several months].”
The reason why Shia Muslims believe that this King Abdullah was the one mentioned in the prophecy relates to the previous
Saudi ruler, King Fahd. The name “Fahd” means “cheetah” or “panther”, which is an animal name. The death of Abdullah was
therefore seen as the fulfilment of this prophecy, and is considered to be a major trigger that will set critical events in motion.
Shia Muslim leaders draw much of their inspiration from these prophetic beliefs, and with significant military forces and
nuclear weapons at their disposal, any commitment to see these apocalyptic prophesies fulfilled would affect global
developments in massive ways.
In order for the Body of Christ to be strategic in a rapidly changing world, we need to be aware of what is happening in the
minds of those intent on advancing an opposing global future.

TWO ROWS BY THE SEA
Two rows of men walked the shore of the sea,
On a day when the world’s tears would run free,
One a row of assassins, who thought they did right,
The other of innocents, true sons of the light,
One holding knives in hands held high,
The other with hands empty, defenceless and tied,
One row of slits to conceal glaring-dead eyes,
The other with living eyes raised to the skies,
One row stood steady, pall-bearers of death,
The other knelt ready, welcoming heaven’s breath,
One row spewed wretched, contemptible threats,
The other spread God-given peace and rest.
A question…
Who fears the other?
The row in orange, watching paradise open?
Or the row in black, with minds evil and broken?

15 February 2015
On Sunday 15 February, a video sent out on YouTube showed the beheadings of a group of 21 Coptic Egyptian Christians
who had been seized by Islamic State (IS) extremists in Libya. The episode signaled a determination to expand the IS
footprint beyond Iraq and Syria. The 21 Christians, who had gone to Libya for work, had been abducted in separate incidents
from Sirte in eastern Libya, which is currently controlled by Islamist groups. The Coptic Church accounts for approximately
10% of the Egyptian population and is the largest body of Christians in the Arab world and Middle East.
The video was entitled “A Message Signed with Blood to the Nation of the Cross” and the narration explained the motivation
for the executions with references to the Quran. There is also a warning to the ‘Crusaders’ – that they (IS) will conquer Rome
(one of the original centres of the Church) and will fight until Islam has been established throughout the world.
After the video had been made public, Egypt's President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi called for a United Nations resolution allowing
international forces to intervene in Libya, and on Monday 16 January, Egyptian jets bombed IS targets. In an interview on a
French radio station, he said that “we will not allow them to cut off the heads of our children". Mr al-Sisi also declared a
seven-day period of mourning, and he visited Pope Tawadros (the head of the Coptic Church) in order to express his
condolences.
Andrea Zaki, president of the Protestant Churches of Egypt, commented on the response in Egypt: “There has been a very
strong response of unity and sympathy... people are describing Copts as Egyptians, first and foremost, and with their blood
they are unifying Egypt.”
Immediately after the release of the video, the Bible Society of Egypt published a tract called Two Rows by the Sea, and over
1.6 million copies were distributed in the local Bible Society’s biggest ever campaign. The tract included verses from the
Bible about the promise of blessing amid suffering, along with a poem that contrasts the attitudes of the row of men in
orange jumpsuits (the prisoners who were beheaded) and the row of black-clad, masked IS executioners (read the poem
above). “Who fears the other?” the poem concludes. “The row in orange, watching paradise open? Or the row in black, with
minds evil and broken?”

13 February 2015
On Friday 13 February, Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) released a sobering report more than one year since
authorities in the Zhejiang province began demolishing and removing crosses at hundreds of churches. Another
report in the Washington Post said that government authorities were ordered to remove crosses from more than
4000 churches in the Zhejiang province in 2015. A further report, by China Aid Association, indicates that the
Chinese government’s sentencing of Christians exploded more than 10,000 percent from 2013 (12 sentencings) to
2014 (1,274 sentencings). In a new trend, state-approved churches were targeted as well as house churches, and
even though the campaign may have slowed down since the initial push, it remains among Asia’s most destructive
anti-Christian campaigns of recent times.
Over the past three decades, the Church in China has experienced phenomenal growth. Analysts believes that the
Chinese Church has grown by an average of 10 percent every year since 1980, and that if this trend continues, there
could be 250 million Christians in China by 2030 (the largest Christian population in the world). Paradoxically, the
recent increase in persecution is viewed by local leaders as something positive. Religious freedom could result in the
Chinese becoming institutionalised, increased wealth could lead to corruption, and greater tolerance could lead to
the Church becoming a weaker part of society. A Beijing house church leader summed it up as follows: “If we get full
religious freedom, then the Church is finished.”
Another church leader had this to say: “At this critical moment, we will take on the nation’s revival as our heavy
responsibility, believing we are the nation’s backbone and blessing. Even if we can only cry out our anguish as we
watch the tragic scenes unfold, we must be alert and wise and do all we can to restore the crosses. If one cross is
torn down, tens of thousands will be erected again, in every heart, in every broad street and narrow lane, and in
every home.” And this has been evident: as church crosses have been removed, Christians have begun placing
smaller crosses in the windows of their homes and in their cars. As believers are stirred into defiant boldness, their
impact in society is likely to be exactly what the government is trying to suppress.

2 April 2015
On Thursday 2 April, gunmen stormed the Garissa University College in Kenya, killing 147 people and injuring more than 75
others. The Somali-based militant group Al-Shabaab, an Al-Qaeda offshoot, responsibility for the attack. During the siege, in
which more than 700 students were taken hostage, the gunmen freed Muslims and killed those who identified as Christian.
This attack was the deadliest in Kenya since the 1998 United States embassy bombings, and is the second deadliest overall.
Other significant attacks in Kenya include the Mombasa attacks (in 2002), the Westgate shopping mall attack (in 2013), and
the Nairobi bus bombings, the Gikomba bombings, the Mpeketoni attacks and the Lamu attacks (all in 2014).
Al-Shabaab has long been threatening acts of terror within Kenya’s borders in response to Kenya’s military action against the
extremists in Somalia. In Kenya, security forces have been criticised for ‘heavy-handed’ action against resident Somalis,
which analysts saw as aggravating al-Shabaab even further.

A spokesman for al-Shabaab said after the Garissa attack that the group’s mission was to “kill those who are against the
Shabaab". The group also said that the attack was due to the university being on “Muslim land colonised by non-Muslims”. In
a further statement, al-Shabaab said that "Kenyan cities will run red with blood", vowing that it would "stop at nothing to
avenge the deaths of our Muslim brothers until [the] government ceases its oppression and until all Muslim lands are
liberated from Kenyan occupation". They also warned that the Kenyan public would be targeted in their workplaces,
residences, schools and universities for "condoning [the] government's oppressive policies by failing to speak out against
them".
Before the attack, Garissa was seen as one of the safest places in the region due to the presence of military barracks and
police headquarters. Afterwards, however, many schools in the region closed due to security fears and teachers not
returning to work. Al- Shabaab can therefore be seen as having achieved a level of success in terms of spreading fear and
terror.

The attack also made it clear that Kenya – once seen as part of the ‘buffer zone’ between Africa’s ‘Muslim north’ and
‘Christian south’ – is becoming increasingly unstable, and as this happens, other countries around may experience the same.
Kenya’s susceptibility to extremist Islamic expansion is indicative of a rapidly growing problem for Africa.

25 April 2015
On 25 April, a 7.8-magnitude earthquake hit Kathmandu, Nepal. More than 7,000 died and more than 14,000 people injured.
In the Sindhupalchok district, north of Kathmandu, 95% of the houses were destroyed. According to the UN, 600 000 houses
in Nepal were destroyed or damaged and 8 million people were affected by the quake, and at least 2 million were in need of
emergency assistance in the following months.
Foreign aid and rescue teams from all over the world flocked to Nepal after the earthquake struck but encountered many
obstacles in their efforts to reach the areas in need. Landslides and poor weather – as well as offloading challenges,
mountainous terrain, collapsed bridges and damaged roads – hampered aid deliveries aid to isolated districts beyond
Kathmandu.
With a vast majority (more than 80%) of the population following Hinduism, and Christians constituting only an estimated
2% of the population, it is possible that at least 98% of the victims died without having discovered a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ. This emphasises the amount of work the Church still has to do in Nepal and other similar countries.
The wonderful thing, however, is that there is already a well-established Nepalese Church and, despite the devastation of
the earthquake, believers did everything they could to share the love and compassion of Christ with their neighbours. A
pastor in Kathmandu, with whom INcontext is partnered, wrote the following: “All the glory to God. We are fine right now
and today I and my volunteers provided nine tankers of drinking water as well as bottled water for the rescue teams. It really
is amazing how God is working in Nepal.”
Any human tragedy presents an open door to the hearts of people seeking comfort, and there were further reports of how
local minority Christians offering aid and support were welcomed into non-Christians homes where previously they had been
shunned. This provided new opportunities for the sharing of the Gospel.
The global Church can learn from its family in Nepal that when natural disasters like earthquakes strike, a huge difference
can be made if the focus is not on asking God why something happened but instead on asking Him how He wants to use His
people to glorify His Name. May we be encouraged to do what we can to support the Nepalese Church while they are being
Jesus’ hands and feet in a place that desperately needs it.

15 May 2015
On 15 May, the Islamic State group (also known as ISIS, ISIL or Daesh) seized control of Ramadi, the capital of Iraq’s largest
province. Less than a week later, on 21 May, it took control of Palmyra, a World Heritage site. The Telegraph reported that
these advances “inflicted the bloodiest year the country has endured for almost a decade”. In June 2015, the US State
Department issued its annual terrorism report and declared that IS is becoming a greater threat than al-Qaeda.
On 1 July, Ryan Mauro, (a US national security analyst) expressed the following concerns: "IS is only a fraction of what it
could potentially become. If we don't act quickly, this is still going to grow – and what we're looking at today is going to look
like the good old days compared to the future.” This warning should not be taken lightly: despite an international fightback
this year, IS managed to cling to key territories across Iraq and expanded their hold in neighbouring Syria – they now control
an area larger than the UK. They are also the richest terrorist organisation in the world: the revenue obtained from oil sales
alone is estimated to be between 3-5 million US$ a day.

Today’s Islamic State grew out of Al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI), which was established in 2004. In 2006, the group changed its name
to the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI). In 2010, after the leaders of ISI are killed in a join US-Iraqi operation, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
was appointed as leader of the group. In 2013, al-Baghdadi announced a further name change (to Islamic State in Iraq and
the Levant, or ISIL/ISIS), and in February 2014, the group’s ties with al-Qaeda were renounced.
June 2014 was the turning point for the group – ISIS seized control of the key Iraqi cities of Mosul and Tikrit and more than a
million Iraqis were displaced after fleeing their homes. On June 29, ISIS officially changed their name to Islamic State and
declared the establishment of a caliphate (a cross-border Islamic ‘empire’). Al-Baghdadi adopted the name of Caliph Ibrahim
and assumed the position of ‘global leader’ for the world’s 1.5 billion Muslims, to the outrage of many.
In the following months, IS expended its control over more Iraqi cities and Syrian territory, as well as Syria’s largest oilfields.
Meanwhile, many Western and Arab countries joined the US-led coalition in the fightback against IS.
Beyond Iraqi and Syrian borders, a number of Islamic extremist groups (including al-Shabaab and Boko Haram) have pledged
their allegiance to IS. And in 2015, terror attacks carried out by extremists claiming an affiliation to IS indicated that the
group’s ‘global reach’ may be further than expected.

16 May 2015
On Saturday 16 May, an Egyptian
court pronounced the death
sentences on ousted president
Mohammed Morsi over a mass
prison break in 2011. Morsi is
already serving a 20-year prison
term for ordering the arrest and
torture of protesters while in
power.
This sentence brought the Arab
Spring (that started on 17
December 2010 in Tunisia) to a
‘close’ and saw the circle of political
turmoil completed.

25 January 2011 - THE
REVOLUTION: President
Mubarak (a military ruler) is
arrested and removed from
power after nearly two million
Egyptians protest on Tahrir
Square.

24 June 2012 - THE COUNTER
REVOLUTION: Mr Morsi of the
Muslim Brotherhood is elected
president and Mr al-Sisi is
appointed as the new military
leader.

16 May 2015 - THE
CONCLUSION: Mr Morsi is
sentenced to death, and the
liberator becomes the criminal.

Events happened as follows:

47% of all Christians in the Arab
world live in Egypt and this nation is
strategically positioned as a
‘gateway’ to the region. Stability is
critical for regional growth, and
from a Christian perspective, much
depends on how the Church in
Egypt uses the opportunities in this
“golden hour”.

30 June 2013 - THE COUNTERCOUNTER REVOLUTION: Mr
Morsi is removed from power
by Mr al-Sisi after violent
protests throughout Egypt.

13 January 2015 - THE
CULMINATION: Mr Mubarak,
once considered a criminal, is
released from prison.

26 May 2014 - THE
EVOLUTION: Mr al-Sisi is
elected President, and once
again a military leader takes
control of Egypt. The Muslim
Brotherhood regains its status
as a terrorist organisation.

7 June 2015 & 2 November 2015
2015 saw two elections held in Turkey with two conflicting results. During the first election on Sunday 7 June, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his Justice and Development Party (AKP) dramatically lost their parliamentary majority.
At the same time, a Kurdish party was voted into the Grand National Assembly – a historic first in the evolution of Turkey’s
democracy. Kurds have long been considered enemies of the Turks and ‘second-class citizens’ in Turkey, so their growing
political strength was cause for concern for Mr Erdogan. In the second (snap) election, held on Sunday 1 November, Mr
Erdogan made a surprise comeback and strengthened his grip on the country. The AKP won 312 seats in the 550-seat
parliament, but even with these results, the Kurdish HDP became the third-largest party in terms of MPs (ministers of
parliament).
Mr Erdogan, who served as Turkey’s Prime Minister from 2003 to 2014, founded the AKP in 2001 and led the party to three
general election wins (in 2002, 2007 and 2011). The AKP initially portrayed itself as pro-Western and pro-democracy, and Mr
Erdogan was praised for the various reforms he initiated as part of negotiations for Turkey to join the EU (making him a ‘role
model’ for other Muslim nations). However, others still view the party as pro-Islamist with an obvious Islamic agenda.
In Turkey, the position of president is largely ceremonial and does not come with any real powers, but this is something that
Mr Erdogan has been wanting to change. Although up to 99% of Turks claim to adhere to Islam, Turkey is officially secular
(according to a poll by Gallup Fund, 75% of Turks actually see themselves as irreligious) and the current constitution does not
recognise an official religion. Changing this was one of Mr Erdogan’s primary goals when he attained executive powers.
On the international stage, Turkey has complex diplomatic relations. After demanding regime change in Syria and actively
sponsoring anti-government rebel groups, Turkey lost its allies in Iran, and with its continued support of the Muslim
Brotherhood, Saudi Arabia and other Gulf nations officially sided against Turkey. Yet it remains a key ally to Europe’s NATO
command, hosting one of the largest NATO military forces within the region. After months of watching from the sidelines,
Turkey started a military campaign in Syria in July 2015 – this however, involved two fronts: against IS targets, and also
against Kurdish militias who are fighting IS. Analysts believe that the latter is more of a priority for the Turkish government at
present.
The two different electoral results, and the worsening conflict between the Turks and the Kurds, are evidence that Turkey –
once a Christian stronghold of the ancient world – is in an increasingly fragile state, and due to its position between Europe
and the Muslim world, instability in Turkey could have ripple effects in the region.

14 July 2015

“The greatest danger facing our world is the marriage of militant Islam with nuclear weapons.”
BENJAMIN NETANYAHU - US Congress – 3 March 2015

On Tuesday 14 July, the US and other world powers struck a historic deal with Iran to curb Iranian nuclear programs. The
deal culminated a two-year diplomatic effort in which the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council
(US, Russia, China, Britain and France plus Germany) have attempted to end a twelve-year crisis over Iran's suspicious
nuclear work. The deal, formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, amounts to the most significant
multilateral agreement reached in several decades.

Conditions insisted upon by both negotiating parties have resulted in a number of compromises on both sides. From the
Western side, conditions included the following: Iran reducing its enrichment centrifuges; no advanced centrifuge modes
being used for at least 10 years; the Natanz enrichment facility being turned into a physics research centre; no fissile
material (necessary for nuclear reactions) being produced for the next 15 years; and the nuclear power reactor at Arak being
redesigned for other purposes. From the Iranian side, they insisted upon shortening the proposed 10-year nuclear limitation
period; removing all sanctions; no inspections being allowed at any military sites; and no interviews being carried out with
Iran’s nuclear scientists.
Some US politicians oppose the deal, as well as some Iranian hardliners, but Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
been the most vocal critic and has described the deal as disastrous for the world as well as for his own nation. And Mr
Netanyahu’s concerns should not be taken lightly. On 24 September, the commander-in-chief of the Iranian army
expressed his country’s eagerness for a military confrontation with Israel and their readiness to destroy the Jewish state
sooner than the 25-year projection recently set forth by the Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei.
In his book The Age of Deception, Mohamed ElBaradei – Nobel Peace prize laureate and former head of the IAEA – explains
his first-hand experience of dealing with the purposeful concealment and deception by the Iranian government concerning
its nuclear programme. ElBaradei realised that no amount of political negotiations were going to overcome taqqiya – the
inherent Islamic practice of concealing facts that, when revealing them, would result in danger. From this perspective, the
newly-finalised deal could be seen as a victory for Iran, who may be deceiving the West by convincing them that the
development of nuclear weapons is off the cards when, in fact, it may still be a possibility.

31 August 2015
On 31 August, protests outside Ukraine’s parliament turned fatal in the worst outburst of anti-government violence since the
new administration took power in February 2014. The protests were against a vote to give greater powers to regions in East
Ukraine under separatist control. The bill was described by Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko as “a difficult but a logical
step toward peace" and was a condition of a truce signed in February aimed at ending the fighting between Ukrainian
government troops and Russia-backed separatists that has left more than 6,800 dead since April 2014.
Mr Poroshenko finds himself between the proverbial rock and hard place. While his agreeing to greater autonomy in
separatist-held regions is seen by many Ukrainians as a bowing down to Russian pressure, Mr Poroshenko was obligated to
uphold the agreement signed between Ukraine, the Russian Federation, the Donetsk People's Republic (DPR) and the
Lugansk People's Republic (LPR) on 5 September 2014 in an attempt to stop the war in the Donbas region, but to date, no
ceasefire has held.
The protests were also related to continued corruption in the government, which has resulted in slow-paced reforms
affecting ordinary citizens on the ground. Most Ukrainians see the new post-revolution government as no better than the
previous one. Another reason for the anti-government discontent is the Ukrainian Nationalists’ accusations that Mr
Poroshenko is leaving their soldiers to be slaughtered by Russian forces, and that if rebels gain more autonomy, their soldiers
who died fighting to secure contested territory sacrificed their lives in vain.
INcontext’s worker in Ukraine described the bill as “bad deal”, but “better than no deal at all”. He reports that most
Ukrainians see two options for the future: either all-out war with the separatists, or cutting regions like Donbas off from
Ukraine completely. Both options are likely to have catastrophic consequences. According to recent reports, large segments
of the Donbas population want to be part of Ukraine, and allowing Donbas to come under complete separatist control would
open these pro-Ukrainian citizens to Russian oppression.
The possibility exists for a presidential overthrow if anti-government movements gain momentum, and any leadership
changes could offer new opportunities for Russia to take advantage of the instability. Beyond politics, however, people
continue to suffer deeply in Ukraine, and this is likely to continue as long as Ukraine remains in this fragile state.

4 September 2015

“It is a year of destiny for human kind”

KLAUS SCHWAB, founder and chairman of the World Economic Forum in January 2015
On Friday 4 September, the body of a three-year-old Syrian boy, Aylan Kurdi, washed up on the shores of Turkey after he and
his family attempted to flee war-torn Syria. As the European Union struggled to determine how to cope with the hundreds of
thousands of refugees streaming into the continent, the image of the toddler's body came to represent the plight facing the
thousands fleeing war in the Middle East. While it was too late for those such as Aylan who died before reaching their
destinations, his death marked a turning point in public opinion in the Western world and many began campaigning for their
governments to do more. And the photo made it clear that putting a ‘face’ on a tragedy can be a powerful means of
expediting action on a critical issue.

By the end of 2014, there were more 60 million individuals that were forcibly displaced around the world. In 2015, Syrians
became the largest population under UNHCR mandate, with 23% of all international refugees originating from Syria. 2015
figures show an exponential growth in people being displaced: more than 218,000 crossed the Mediterranean in October
alone to reach Europe (more than the total number of people who travelled the same route in 2014), and more than 600,000
people crossed the Mediterranean in 2015 (compared to 216,000 in 2014). “This is beyond anything that could have been
expected,” a spokesperson for the UNHCR said.
Germany has received nearly one in two of all asylum applications made by Syrians in EU member states this year. Comparing
the January to October period, asylum applications in Germany in 2015 were up by 130% from 2014.
The global immigration crisis is significant for two reasons. Firstly, the majority of immigrants seeking refuge are Muslim,
resulting in fears of ‘Islamisation’ within countries that receive them. According to those on the conservative right,
immigrants threaten Western and European society, and opponents cite the expansion of Islam in majority-Christian nations
as proof that the immigration of non-Christians results in a loss of Western culture and religion. An added fear is that terrorist
organisations like the Islamic State may be embedding fighters in Europe under the guise of asylum seekers.
Secondly, the record high number of Muslims entering Europe brings about a shift in Christian missions – while fewer
European missionaries are going to the Muslim world, more Muslims are coming to the ‘Christian’ West, creating new local
opportunities for the Western Church. From a Kingdom perspective, the refugee crisis can be seen as a unique opportunity
for the Church in receiving nations to reach the ‘ends of the earth’ from within home borders.

September 2015

Ironically, one of the spiritual ‘tipping points’ for 2015 was the failure of seven prophecies to materialise. September 2015
was prophesied as being one of the most significant months in Christian history, and was believed to include the following
events:
The Rapture – Some believed that the rapture would take place at the end of the shemitah year (the Sabbath year) on 13
September, which coincided with Rosh Hashana (the Jewish New Year) in 2015.
Financial Collapse – Others believed that the end of the shemitah year on 13 September would usher in a widespread
financial meltdown, as a God-sent punishment for disobedient nations.
Martial Law – The US domestic military exercise ended in September and many conspiracy theorists prophesied that martial
law would be implemented in the US, which would allow President Obama to stay in office beyond his two terms.
The Blood Moons – Probably the prophecy was the “four blood moons” theory – to do with the lunar eclipse tetrad of 20142015 that ended on 28 September. This has been associated with everything from the ‘Great Tribulation’ and the rapture to
"something big" for Israel.
Asteroid Impact – An asteroid was supposed to hit earth on 24 September on the Jewish Day of Atonement.
CERN (LHC) – There was also speculation that the world would end as a result of the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), which was
supposed to "open the abyss" in September 2015.
Pope Francis announcing the New World Order: The Pope’s visit to the US, and his address to the United Nations on 25
September, was supposed to coincide with the announcement of the ‘New World Order’.
The fact that none of the seven predictions came to pass stems from the fact that none were truly Biblically prophetic and
this raised critical questions: How does the Church discern between what is true and what is false? Are unfulfilled
prophecies due to bad judgement or bad character? What about the consequences for followers of false prophets?
A Christian response to failed prophesies should involve accountability, repentance and forgiveness.The authors of the false
prophecies should own up for leading people astray and should be accountable for speaking falsely in the name of Jesus. The
book entitled “THE FOUR BLOOD MOONS” was a New York Times’ best-seller and generated millions of dollars in revenue.
There should also be a serious attempt to repent and refrain from seeking excuses and making future predictions. To falsely
prophesy that the Pope is the anti-Christ who will announce a New World Order creates enormous suspicion among fellow
believers, taking prophecy into a level of ungodly slander. And for those who followed the predictions religiously, there
should be forgiveness as well as a warning. Bible readers ought to know better – Jesus said quite plainly that "no man
knows" when the day of His return will be.
Humans cannot know exactly what will happen on what date, for global events are out of human control. It is a time to not
only discern between good and evil, but also between good and better, and better and best. It is a time for virtuous and
wise believers to reflect Biblical attitudes and implement Godly principles. The failure of these prophecies to materialise may
serve as a wake-up call to Christians (especially in the West) to focus on what is true and necessary.

30 September 2015
On 30 September, after the Syrian government made a formal request for assistance, Russia began its military intervention
in Syria. This happened at a time when the US was admitting that their efforts in the region have not produced the results
they had hoped.
In the bigger picture, the ‘failure’ of the US military campaign against the Islamic State needs to be understood within the
context of ill-equipped and poorly trained troops. When IS began its violent campaign in 2014, Iraqi forces swiftly fled,
deserted or switched sides, and as a result, IS gained control of many weapons and vehicles (as well as some anti- aircraft
missiles) that the US had provided to the Iraqi military in the past. But Russian president Vladimir Putin is ignoring America’s
best efforts and appears to be strategically placing Russia at the forefront of the international fight against IS.
During Mr Putin’s address to the 70th United Nations general assembly earlier in September, he stated that “similar to the
anti-Hitler coalition”, Russia’s bold presence in Syria “could unite a broad range of forces that are resolutely resisting those
who, just like the Nazis, sow evil and hatred of humankind.” Historically, Russia has adopted a ‘forward strategy’ of military
conquest aimed at gaining more territory, but now, for the first time, Russia is helping the government of a country it does
not intend to conquer. Russia is unquestionably playing a political game that will ultimately benefit itself and strengthen its
global position, but for the time being, it is being welcomed by many as a possible force for good against IS.
For years, the Western fight against terrorism in the Middle East has served as a pretext to get troops into the region,
thereby exerting influence over economies and natural resources. If Russia is indeed ‘copying’ US foreign policy to gain
influence over the region, the question of whether Russia will suffer the same fate must be asked. Will Russia’s support for
the Syrian government drag them into a decade-long war (like the US in Afghanistan and Iraq), adding further pressure to an
already-strained Russian economy, or will Russia be able to make a lasting difference? If Russia is truly able to change the
tide in the Middle East, undoing much of what the US has worked for over the past few decades, the US will have much
reason to fear the Russian military machine.

On a spiritual level, the situation gives rise to the possibility of a Protestant-Orthodox clash – not on a physical level, but in
terms of competing theology. In the Muslim world, Protestant Christianity (believed by many Muslims to be represented by
the ‘godless’ images produced by Hollywood) will now be measured against the Orthodox ‘Russian bear’ stepping in to assist
the region.

4 November 2015
On 4 November, fears about a third Israeli ‘intifada’ intensified after a police officer was killed and 14 people injured in a car
attack, the second such incident in two weeks amid continued rioting in Jerusalem's holiest places. A member of the
Palestinian militant group Hamas rammed a truck into a crowded station, hitting several cars and injuring passengers and
pedestrians on the street. He then got out of the car and attacked a group of civilians and police officers on the side of the
road with a metal bar before he was shot and killed.
Dozens of Palestinians and Israelis have died in the recent violence, which was in part triggered by Palestinians' anger over
what they see as increased Jewish encroachment on Jerusalem's al-Aqsa mosque compound.
Some have suggested that the current violence signifies the start of a third intifada, or uprising, by the Palestinians. The word
“intifada” means “insurrection” or “shaking”, and implies a violent attempt to take control of a government. In recent years,
the word has been associated with two Palestinian uprisings against Israel and intensified violence between the two nations.
While the First Intifada was rooted in anger about the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, the Second Intifada was
focused on the al-Aqsa Mosque (it became known as the ‘al-Aqsa Intifada’). This started in September 2000 when Ariel
Sharon made a visit to the Temple Mount, which was seen by Palestinians as being highly provocative; tensions then
escalated between Palestinian demonstrators and the Israeli army. Both sides caused high numbers of casualties among
civilians as well as combatants: the combined death toll was estimated to be about 3,000 Palestinians and 1,000 Israelis, as
well as 64 foreigners.
There are, however, a number of differences between this latest spate of violence and the two intifadas. Firstly, the current
violence did not start as a coordinated attempt by Palestinian authorities to attack Israel – rather, the growing mass
movement began with a number of isolated attacks launched by ‘lone wolves’ expressing a deep sense of despair. Secondly,
the Palestinian leadership is not (at present) as publically involved in the attacks as they were in 2000. A third difference is the
high level and intensity of anger displayed by Palestinian youth – the present attacks are more an expression of hopelessness
and frustration (with regard to their future and their leadership) than an orchestrated wave of attacks like it was in 2000.
Listening to the arguments of those who defend the Palestinian cause and those who justify the Israeli response suggests that
a solution for the continued violence is not likely to be found soon from either side. As for the global Christian community, no
good will come from choosing sides or joining the ‘blame game’ – this would add to the division and not do anything to end
the violence. Regardless of convictions and personal opinions, the Church is called to be a voice of peace and to “pray for the
peace of Jerusalem” – not victory, but peace.

13 November 2015
On 13 November, terrorists launched a series of coordinated attacks on different venues in Paris: a concert hall, a sports
stadium, and a number of cafés and restaurants. 130 people were killed and more than 360 were injured. The Islamic State
(IS) claimed responsibility for the attacks, supposedly in retaliation for French airstrikes on IS targets in Iraq and Syria. They
also promised that more such attacks could be expected in Western nations.
Earlier in the year (January 2015), other attacks were launched in Paris, and 17 people were killed – the primary target was
the office of satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo. Just as with the January attacks, the more devastating November attacks
drew an international outpouring of shock, horror, grief, condemnation and support.
There are a three key reasons why the 13 November attacks were so shocking. Firstly, Paris is the world’s top tourist
destination, and at least 25 foreigners were killed. Secondly, random civilians were targeted in multiple public locations
instead of a single specific target, which made the attacks especially terrifying. And thirdly, the Paris attacks signify a definite
shift in IS strategy. Other IS-related attacks in the Western world have mostly been carried out by ‘lone wolves’ supporting
and inspired by the Islamic State, but this attack appears to be the first actively planned by IS extremists from within Iraq and
Syria, and is the first confirmation of fears that EU citizens who fought with IS in Iraq and Syria could return home with jihadi
missions. The attacks were complex and coordinated, and the fact that an estimated 5,000 EU citizens (approximately 1,200
from France alone) are fighting alongside IS will now be an even greater concern.
The Paris attacks are unquestionably going to mark a turning point in the Europe’s approach to IS. The US is also facing
critical decisions, especially as an IS video released after the Paris attacks warned that Washington would be targeted in the
same way. Similar threats have been made before, but domestic security and surveillance of suspected ‘sleeper agents’ is
likely to be stepped up in the coming days and months.
Not surprisingly, hundreds of thousands of refugees in the EU are also fearing for their future, and US politicians have
announced their intentions to deny refugees access to their states. Much of this has to do with a Syrian passport found near
the body of one of the Paris attackers, indicating that he had passed through the EU in recent months. While evidence exists
that the passport was faked, it is likely to still impact critical decisions about refugees from the Middle East. For the growing
anti-Islamisation movement in Europe, the attacks were like fuel on a fire. This sector of the European community cannot be
ignored and will prove to play a major role in Western society in the near future.
If Western leaders continue to promote secularism and ignore the changing political and religious tides, similar attacks may
become the ‘order of the day’. Religious issues cannot be addressed with military and political solutions, so the decisions by
Western leaders in the coming months will prove to be critical.

“To clasp the hands in prayer is the beginning of an uprising against the disorder of the
world.”
Karl Barth
The vision of INcontext Ministries is to report news that impacts the Kingdom of God and calls for
a response.

For many reading this report (and for those of us writing it), the question after reading is often “So
what can we do?” Most effective mission initiatives take time to set up, and for many of us, going to
serve in a conflict zone, or assisting with the refugee influx in Europe, or meeting with key global
leaders is not possible.
Therefore we PRAY. This is not a ‘nice to have’, less important alternative to going—it is an utterly
essential, critically powerful and desperately needed means of actively engaging with the spiritual
battles around the world today, and no effort in this regard is too big or too small.
We therefore focus our prayers related to this report on the following key areas:

> For global leaders, that God would work in their hearts and guide every aspect of their
decision making, whether or not they realise that He is the one doing so
> For Christians to be a voice of comfort and healing for all those suffering from violence or
mourning the loss of loved ones
> For the Church in countries where Christians are in the minority to grow in strength,
courage, endurance, boldness and witness, and for believers to be a visible reflection of the
glory of God
> For the Western Church to be stirred up for increased sacrificial involvement in places
where there is great need, to support suffering members of the Body of Christ, and to actively
engage with the mission field that the refugee crisis is bringing to their doorstep
> For mission endeavours around the globe—that God would protect Christian workers,
provide for their needs, multiply the fruit of their labours and use them as light, salt and a
voice of Truth
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