THE FOUR BLOODMOONS:
Revelation or Speculation?
IS THE THEORY BIBLICAL IF THE VERSES ARE IN THE BIBLE?
As a rule, INcontext Ministries focuses on mainstream
news reports relevant to today’s mission field, as well
as searching for verifiable information relating to
hoax/satire emails or messages circulating Christian
networks. In general, church-based prophecies fall
outside these parameters, as much is based on
subjective speculations that are often impossible to
verify.
However, during the past few months, there have been
many questions regarding the FOUR BLOOD MOONS,
referred to in the Bible as a sign of the ‘end times’ (Joel
2:301, Acts2:202and also Revelation 6:123.
The hype within Christian circles surrounding this topic began to mount after the 2013 publication of John
Hagee’s book: “Four Blood Moons: Something is About to Change”. Hagee – founder and senior pastor of
Cornerstone Church in Texas – started his blood moon teachings after Mark Biltz of El Shaddai Ministries challenged
Hagee to study ‘the sun, moon, and stars as a source of prophetic revelation’. While other authors have also written
on the topic, Hagee’s book continues to be the best selling.

IMPORTANT NOTE
Firstly, the INcontext team does not question John Hagee’s sincerity or his leadership as pastor of Cornerstone
Church, nor do we question his relationship with Christ. This article is focused on the circulating theories about the
FOUR BLOOD MOONS and their relevance to the global Body of Christ.
Secondly, we do not deny the reality of natural revelation as used by God (for example, the star at the time of Jesus’
birth), but any natural revelation must not take priority over God’s written revelation (the Scriptures).
Thirdly, while we do not share the same focus as Pastor Hagee, we share his sense of urgency. We do believe that
time is running out for the Church and that we live in critical times. Our sense of urgency however, is not based on
speculation but on factual events such as the global increase in extremism, the establishment of the Islamic State’s
Caliphate, the nuclear deal between Iran and the West, the increase of persecution and other key global
developments. There is an increase of “wars, nations rising against nations, earthquakes and famines” (Mark 13),
and while these events have occurred throughout history, Scripture clearly points to these events happening
simultaneously in high intensity, as is currently the case. Times are indeed critical, but Biblically we should refrain
from putting a timeframe to the Lord’s return4.

1. THE BLOOD MOONS PROPHESY
In his book, Hagee writes that during the years 1493-94, 1949-50 and 1967-68, a series of ‘tetrads’ (four consecutive
total lunar eclipses, or ‘blood moons’) occurred, all coinciding with the Jewish festivals of Passover and Sukkot (the
1Joel

2:30-31 “I will display warnings in the heavens, and on the earth blood, fire, and columns of smoke. The sun will be given over to darkness, and the moon
to blood, before the coming of the great and terrifying Day of the LORD.”
2Acts 2:20 “The sun will become dark, and the moon turn to blood, before the coming of the great and glorious Day of the Lord.”
3Revelation 6:12 “Then I saw the lamb open the sixth seal. There was a powerful earthquake. The sun turned as black as sackcloth made of hair, and the full
moon turned as red as blood.”
4 Matthew 24:36 "No one knows when that day or hour will come—not the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father”.

Feast of Tabernacles). Close to the time of each of the tetrads, momentous events occurred in connection with the
Jewish people: in 1492, the Jews were expelled from Spain; in 1948, the modern state of Israel was founded; and in
June 1967, the Six Day War was fought, resulting in Israel winning back Jerusalem for the first time in 2,500 years.
The Bloodmoon Prophecy is a hypothesis that the ongoing tetrad (2014-15), coinciding with Jewish holidays, is a
prophetic sign of something significant that is about the happen to the nation of Israel (preceding the end times).
In 2014, two lunar eclipses took place (15 April and 8 October). The third of the tetrad occurred on 4 April 2015, and
the remaining one will occur on 28 September this year. This tetrad is one of eight to have occurred during the 21st
century. Hagee also connects the solar eclipse of 20 March 2015, in the middle of the sequence, as a being a
significant astronomical event.

2. THE BACKGROUND
It is important to know that this is not the first bloodmoon prophesy and will probably not be the last. Around 2008,
Mark Biltz began predicting that the ‘seven years of the great tribulation’ would begin in the fall of 2008 (from midSeptember), followed by the Second Coming of Jesus in the fall of 2015. When the prediction about the great
tribulation starting in 2008 was not confirmed by events, Blitz pulled his prediction from his website but continued
to teach on the "significance" of the tetrad.
Hagee would later build on Biltz' prediction to and wrote the FOUR BLOOD MOONS, which would become a best
seller, spending more than 150 days in Amazon.com's top 150 by April 2014 and becoming the ninth best selling
paperback in March 2014. By mid-April, Hagee's book had hit No. 4 on the The New York Times best-seller list in the
advice category. Even though Hagee’s teachings were influenced by Britz, they did not proclaim that any specific
‘end times’ event would occur. Instead, he focused on claims that every prior tetrad of the last 500 years coincided
with events in Jewish and Israeli history that started in tragedy but ended in triumph.
It is important to note that some of the most momentous events throughout Jewish history occurred when no
tetrads took place: the Exodus from Egypt, the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple by the Babylonians in 587BC,
the crucifixion of Jesus, the fall of Jerusalem in 70AD and the exile that followed, the last stand of the Jewish rebels
at Masada, or the Holocaust (listed in chronological order).
Furthermore, tetrads occurring during Passover and Sukkot in 162-63AD, 795-96AD, 842-43AD and 860-61AD passed
without anything of significance happening in relation to the Jewish people. It is only during the last 500 years that
significant events pertaining to Jewish history occurred close to lunar tetrads.
It is also important, in this context, to note the ‘track record’ of past prophecies which have proved to be false:
 In October 1973, when the Yom Kippur War broke out, some Christian leaders spoke of the Lord returning by
Christmas of that year.
 In 1974, ‘prophecy experts’ predicted the imminent return of the Lord, based on the bestselling “The Jupiter
Effect” by John Gribbin and Stephen Plageman. One pastor, inspired by the book, terrified his congregation
with graphic descriptions of horrors to be unleashed on the world through the coming alignment of the
planets.
 Another rumour began to spread about a super computer called ‘The Beast’ that occupied a large office
block. ‘The Beast’ was said to contain the personal details of every person in the world, and everyone was
supposedly allocated a number that was a variable of 666.
 Around the same time, Hal Lindsey and Barry Smith (among others) predicted that Jesus would return by
1988, the final year of the generation that saw Israel ‘reborn’. Lindsey wrote a book entitled “The 1980s:
Countdown to Armageddon”, but when nothing happened, those behind the theory pushed the date from
1988 to 1998.
 In 2011, so-called Bible teacher Harold Camping gained notoriety with his widely publicised prediction that
the Rapture would take place on 21 May, which was later rescheduled for 21 October. As a result of the
failed predictions, atheist and sceptic groups ridiculed not only Camping but also the Bible. American
Atheists said that the key issue was that the Bible was ‘mythology’, and TIME Magazine listed Camping's
claim as one its ‘Top 10 Failed Predictions’.

3. THE ASTRONOMICAL RESPONSE
According to Bruce McClure and Deborah Byrd of “Earth & Sky”, the term ‘blood moon’ is not used by astronomers –
the red moons that occur frequently at the spring and autumn equinoxes are known by astronomers as ‘hunter’s
moons’ or ‘harvest moons’.
Additionally, not all lunar eclipses turn red. Instead,
they range in colour from dark brown and red to
bright orange and yellow. The colour depends on
atmospheric conditions at the time: if there is a lot
of dust and ash from a volcanic eruption then the
moon may turn dark brown, but if the atmosphere is
clear, the lunar surface may turn red.
Contrary to what some of the ‘blood moon
alarmists’ are predicting, none of the moons in the
current tetrad will appear ‘over’ Jerusalem or Israel.
According
to
the
NASA
web
site
(http://eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov), the total eclipse of the
moon on 15 April 2014 was visible only in North America and parts of South America, and people were only able to
see the Sukkot eclipse on 8 October 2014 only if they were on a ship in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. In 2015, the
total eclipse of the moon that occurred at Passover was visible only in Australia, New Zealand, Eastern Russia and
Alaska. The only eclipse of the tetrad visible in Israel will be the last in the series, on 28 September 2015, but only for
a few minutes.
McClure and Byrd point out that since the Jewish calendar is lunar, one sixth of all solar eclipses (emphasised by
Hagee as being part of the prophecy about the “sun turning to darkness”) will occur during Passover or Sukkot – this
is not a unique or surprising event. Furthermore, of the 62 tetrads since the first century AD, eight of them have
coincided with both the feasts, so the event is not as unusual as Hagee and Biltz imply.

4. THE BIBLICAL QUESTION
In January 2014, Mike Moore (General Secretary of Christian Witness to Israel at the time) wrote a lengthy article
dismissing the claims of Biltz and Hagee. Moore believed that no significance can be drawn from the lunar eclipses
and provided the following in-depth exposition:
“As we try to get our heads round the prophecies of the moon turning to blood it is crucial to bear in mind that the
language of the discourse in Matthew 24 is symbolic. If that sounds like theological liberalism, remember that even
the most die-hard literalists interpret the terminology of the moon turning to blood and the sun being turned to
sackcloth and the stars falling from heaven metaphorically. No one actually believes the moon will literally turn to
blood, or that the sun will literally turn into sackcloth or that stars will literally fall from the sky.
It is said with monotonous frequency that the prophetic scriptures should be read with the Bible in one hand and a
daily newspaper in the other but it is worth asking how the Bible understands its own terminology. Each of the
synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) record the Lord’s teaching on the Mount of Olives in significantly
different ways. John, who records more of the Lord’s discourses than the other three, interestingly records no Olivet
discourse. Instead, the events foretold by Jesus on the Mount of Olives, appear in a greatly expanded form in the
book of Revelation.
It is interesting to compare Luke’s account of the Lord’s teaching on the Mount of Olives with those of Matthew and
Mark. Where the first two record the Hebraic symbolism in the words of Jesus, Luke interprets the colourful imagery
for his readers. Where Matthew and Mark speak of Daniel’s ‘abomination of desolation’ (Mt 24:15; Mk 13:14), Luke
21:20 interprets Jesus’ apocalyptic terminology: ‘But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that
its desolation is near’.

In Luke 21, the writer explains the references of Jesus to the sun, moon and stars for those who might be confused
about biblical symbolism: ‘For there will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people. And they will fall by
the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled’ (Lk 21:23-24).
Taking Matthew, Mark and Luke together, the sun failing to give its light, the moon turning to blood and the stars
falling from heaven dramatically and powerfully foretell the fall of Jerusalem. The fate of Jerusalem, ironically, will be
that of Israel’s archetypical ancient foe Babylon.
Jewish readers familiar with the apocalyptic language of the fall of Babylon in Isaiah 13:10 (‘For the stars of heaven
and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon
shall not cause her light to shine’) would hardly be likely to interpret Jesus’ words in Matthew 24:29 and Mark 13:2425 as a prediction of astronomical phenomena.
Few will argue that we are in the ‘last days’. But when Peter addressed the crowds in Jerusalem on the day of
Pentecost, he stated that the fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy of all God’s people prophesying was proof that the ‘last
days’ had arrived. By the time John wrote his first letter over thirty years later, it was the ‘last hour’ (1 John 2:18).
One of the great New Testament scholars of the twentieth century, F. F. Bruce, wrote in his commentary on Acts: ‘The
Last Days began with Christ’s appearance on earth and will be consummated by His reappearance; they are the days
during which the age to come overlays the present age. Hence the assurance with which Peter could quote the
prophet’s words and declare ‘This is it.’’
Bruce specifically refers to Acts 2:19-21: ‘I will show wonders in the heaven above and in the earth below... the sun
will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood.’ He writes, ‘The wonders and signs to be revealed in the world of
nature may have more relevance in their immediate setting than is sometimes realised. More particularly, little more
than seven weeks earlier the people of Jerusalem had indeed seen the darkening of the sun, during the early
afternoon of Good Friday, and later that same afternoon the full moon may well have risen blood red in the sky in
consequence of that preternatural gloom. These phenomena are now interpreted as harbingers of the day of the Lord
– a day of judgement, to be sure, but more immediately the day of God’s salvation to all who invoked His name.’ (F. F.
Bruce, The Book of Acts, pp.61-62).
It is deeply disconcerting that Mark Biltz should encourage John Hagee and others to study the sun, moon and
stars as a ‘source of prophetic revelation’. Biltz and Hagee quote Genesis 1:14 as a their authority for looking to the
heavens as a source of revelation: ‘Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years’, but the ancient Targum of Jonathan took this to
mean that the celestial bodies were to be taken as guides for feasts, months, years and cycles (i.e. the calendar).
The ancient Jewish sages did not see the heavenly bodies as a source of prophetic understanding, and God warned
His people in Jeremiah 10v2: ‘Do not learn the way of the Gentiles; do not be dismayed at the signs of heaven, for the
Gentiles are dismayed at them’.”
(SOURCE: http://fromthetopcom.blogspot.com/2014/01/blood-moon-rising_20.html, slightly edited)

5. THE MISSION QUESTION
A further Biblical point that Hagee and followers fail to mention concerning the second coming of Christ is found in
Matthew 24v14: “And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world as a testimony to all
nations, and then the end will come."
Of this Scripture, Matthew Henry writes the following:
“That which seems chiefly intended here is that the end of the world shall be then, and not till then, when the gospel
has done its work in the world. The gospel shall be preached, and that work carried on, when you are dead; so that all
nations, first or last, shall have either the enjoyment, or the refusal, of the gospel; and then cometh the end, when
the kingdom shall be delivered up to God the Father; when the mystery of God shall be finished, the mystical body
completed, and the nations either converted and saved, or convicted and silenced, by the gospel; then shall the end
come, of which He had said before (Matthew 24:6, Matthew 24:7), not yet, not till those intermediate counsels be

fulfilled. The world shall stand as long as any of God's chosen ones remain uncalled; but, when they are all gathered
in, it will be set on fire immediately.”
The reality is that more than 40% of the world is still unreached with the Gospel. Either will Christ and His words be
manipulated by the celestial bodies, or the sky will obey His timeframe. To point to the moons and disregard the
words of Christ borders on paganism, even though intentions may be good and noble.
According to the Joshua Project, there are 16,137 people groups by country (counting every group once for each
country), 9,700 people groups across countries (counting every group once) and approximately 7,280,092,000
people in the world.
Of these, unreached people include 6,534 people groups by country, 3,968 people groups across countries
and approximately 3,065,165,000 people. Therefore 40.5 % of the people groups in the world are considered

‘Unreached’.

CONCLUSION
Finally, we should not disregard the warning of the Lord to His followers: "No one knows when that day or hour will
come—not the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (Matthew 24:36). Matthew Henry comments on
this verse as follows:
“No man knows it; not the wisest by their sagacity, not the best by any divine discovery. We all know that there shall
be such a day; but none knows when it shall be, no, not the angels; though their capacities for knowledge are great,
and their opportunities of knowing this advantageous (they dwell at the fountain-head of light), and though they are
to be employed in the solemnity of that day, yet they are not told when it shall be: none knows but my Father only.
This is one of those secret things which belong to the Lord our God.”
INcontext’s position on the matter reflects that of Mike Morris:
“The bottom line of John Hagee’s Four Blood Moons is that Jesus is coming; with that much we all agree. It will
happen! But is it necessary to sensationalise fairly common events such as lunar eclipses in order to press home that
truth? John Hagee’s reluctance to specify the kind of changes we should look for will be his ministry-saver. In the next
three or four years, tetrad enthusiasts will follow the news intently for announcements of ‘changes’ relating to Israel.
And find them they will, for when is Israel ever out of the news! It might be a peace deal with the Palestinians; it
might be a worsening of the situation between Israel and its neighbours; it might be a breakdown in relations
between Israel and the US or a strengthening of ties with a post-Obama administration; Israel might strike at Iran or
Iran might step up its nuclear enrichment programme.”
INcontext is a ‘non-prophet’ ministry. We constantly watch what is happening in the world and interpret global
events from a Biblical perspective, but this is done in order to engage the Christian community with mission needs
and opportunities around the world, making the most of however much time is left for us on earth, but staying away
from prophetic interpretations and speculations.
Fortunately, the BLOOD MOONS prophesy has an ‘expiry date’, and should reveal within the next month whether it
was REVELATION or SPECULATION. If indeed Hagee and others had Biblical insight into the significance of the tetrad,
we will all rejoice as our longing to be with our Saviour will finally be satisfied. If nothing changes, we can all see this
as a period of grace allowing us more time to work tirelessly in gathering more souls for the Kingdom of heaven.
Whatever the case might be, let us continue to focus on the Kingdom and our role in the midst of global events
unfolding before us.
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