
In the news this past week (6 March 2019): 

 

1. Ramaphosa in Zimbabwe to chair bi-national commission 

South Africa’s president, Cyril Ramaphosa was in Zimbabwe for a Bi-National Commission meeting between 

the two neighbouring countries. The commission was first signed in April 2015 and there are 45 agreements 

between the two countries. They enjoy strong trade ties, with South African investors having a heavy presence 

in Zimbabwe. South Africa is Zimbabwe’s biggest trade partner, with South African banks also playing a key 

role in supporting productive sector companies in Zimbabwe. There have been concerns, however, that 

Zimbabwe is not protecting investments and calls are growing for the Zimbabwean President Emmerson 

Mnangagwa to ensure policy certainty to attract fresh funding and secure current investments. 

From a Christian perspective, Mr Ramaphosa is demonstrating South Africa’s support for its neighbour in their 

time of need. He continues to build on the relationship, while also offering Zimbabweans hope during a 

critically challenging time. Mr Ramaphosa has also lent his voice on the international front to encourage 

investment in Zimbabwe.      

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the leaders of both countries as they discuss practical ways to assist Zimbabwe    

• For a breakthrough in Zimbabwe’s crippling economic situation   

• For the South African Church to offer the support and encouragement that the Zimbabwean Church 

needs at this time 

 

 

2. Fear-mongering videos doing the rounds on South African social media 

There is currently a video doing the rounds on South African social media containing unsubstantiated reports 

that the African National Congress is preparing for war.  The YouTube Channel, Loving Life, with its 

spokesperson, Scott Balson, warns the South African public to stock up with supplies as the nation is potentially 

facing a state of emergency. The video is a classic example of fear mongering tactics, to promote an agenda, 

which, in the lead-up to an election, aims to exploit and abuse the vulnerability of voters.  Videos of this nature 

rely heavily on unsubstantiated information based on assumptions that inevitably lead to conclusions and 

viewers are then encouraged to fill in the blanks, that predict the worst possible outcome.   

From a Christian perspective, the phrase “do not fear” or “do not be afraid” appears at least 130 times in the 

Bible. This is a character trait that God prioritises for His followers. The reason is obvious – from a position of 



fear there can never be healing, trust, reconciliation, peace or prosperity. Fear paralyses and causes 

disobedience. One sure obstacle to reconciliation for a broken nation is if Christians continue to forward these 

kinds of messages. 

Pray with us for the following: 

• For believers to be discerning about the messages they receive and forward to others 

• For Christians to fulfil their Godly calling of being ambassadors of reconciliation  

• For believers not to give in to a spirit of fear 

 

 

3. Leader of official Chinese Protestants claims West is using Christianity to subvert government 

Xu Xiaohong, president of the National Commission of the Three Self Patriotic Movement, speaking at the 

Political Consultative Conference, said that Western forces are trying to use Christianity to influence China’s 

society and even subvert the government. He went on to caution Chinese Christians to follow a Chinese model 

of the religion. China’s constitution guarantees religious freedom, but since President Xi Jinping took office six 

years ago, the government has tightened restrictions on religions seen as a challenge to the authority of the 

ruling Communist Party. The government has cracked down on both Protestant and Catholic underground 

churches, as well as Muslims.  

From a Christian perspective, it is disappointing to have such a senior representative of the official ‘Church’ of 

China being so vocal in his support of the Chinese government’s efforts to force Christians to conform to a 

government-sanctioned form of religion. It brings to mind the Lord’s words in Mark 13 when He speaks of a 

time when “Brother will betray brother…” Chinese believers who meet in churches outside those registered 

and accepted by the government are facing mounting pressure. Authorities regularly make use of advanced 

facial-recognition technology to track and trace their movements.  

Pray with us for the following: 

• For the continued growth and strengthening of the Chinese Church 

• For protection for believers who meet in secret 

• For those in prison for their faith 

 

 

 



4. Brazil launches high-risk expedition to protect isolated tribe 

Brazil’s agency for indigenous peoples has sent off a rare and high-risk expedition, hoping to contact an 

isolated group in the Amazon. The main goal would be to reunite the group which became scattered after 

contact with fishermen from outside the region who they view as a threat to their community and livelihood. 

The agency would also like to ensure that the group avoid bloodshed with a neighbouring rival group with 

whom they have had violent encounters in the past. These uncontacted people groups are situated in the far 

west of Brazil near the border with Peru - a region larger than Austria and home to the world’s highest 

concentration of uncontacted tribes. Brazilian law states that contact with isolated tribes can be used only as 

a last resort to preserve their lives. 

From a Christian perspective, we are again reminded that there remain people who have not yet been reached 

with the Gospel. But there is also the ethical challenge attached to such efforts. These uncontacted tribes are 

protected due to their vulnerability to disease and the risk outsiders pose to them. Earlier this year Brazilian 

authorities investigated a missionary for coming into contact with such a tribe.   

Pray with us for the following: 

• For a successful expedition, so that conflict is avoided  

• For missionaries to be wise in the way they reach such uncontacted tribes 

• For the Lord to work in the hearts of these uncontacted tribes in preparation to receive the Gospel 

 

 

5. Hundreds surrender with Islamic State near defeat 

Islamic State faced imminent defeat in its final enclave on the 12th of March, as hundreds of jihadist fighters 

and their families surrendered, and the U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces said the battle was as good as 

over. The besieged enclave of Baghouz is the last shred of territory held by the jihadists who have been 

systematically driven out from the roughly one third of Iraq and Syria which was the full extent of their self-

declared caliphate, about four years. 

From a Christian perspective, the Islamic State displayed the brutal face of Islam to such an extent that it drove 

many to question and ultimately leave their faith. One Middle Eastern Christian made the comment that the 

Islamic State was such an effective evangelistic tool that the Church didn’t need to, they simply received and 

baptised these eager converts. With this unconventional evangelism tool now almost defeated, the Church in 

the Middle East needs to be equipped and supported to continue the task of reaching the many seekers with 

the Gospel.  



Pray with us for the following: 

• For the many people who have been brutalised by these extremists, that they might find healing and 

redemption through Christ  

• For the Church in the Middle East as they face the huge task of discipling and equipping many new 

believers 

• For many displaced Middle East Christians to return to their homes and for their communities to be 

re-established  

 


