
Just a Minute…  

 
Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” 

Galatians 6:14 “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, 
and I to the world.” 

 

Paul was not only saved but also transformed.  He 
was a sinner with a renewed heart but also a 
follower with a renewed mind.  The world was not 
attracted to him and neither was he attracted to it.  
This is a mindset that all Christians should embrace, 
especially at Easter, when we contemplate the cross 
of Christ.   
 
The challenge of Easter is not only to rejoice in the 
transactional benefits of a crucified and resurrected 
Saviour, but to fully grasp the transformational 
power of what happened on the cross.   
 
For most of us our first introduction to Easter was a 

“transactional” one.  We received the Scripture in 1 Timothy 2:3-6 with great joy as we were told that “God wants all 
people to be saved and that this happens through one mediator, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom 
for all people”.   We entered faith with a deep love for a Saviour who “gave Himself” and “paid the price” to become 
the sacrificial Lamb on our behalf.   
 
But the full meaning of Easter lies far deeper than just a transaction, it calls followers to be transformed into changed 
and mature disciples.  The process of transformation involves moving from loving Christ because He performed a 
transaction on the cross to being transformed into the likeness of the One who performed the transaction.  What God 
desires of His Church, and what needs to be explored over Easter, is for us to be transformed. 
 
Not maturing from transactional believers into transformed followers allows us to ignore Jesus’s lifestyle and 
preaching, because all we really need Jesus for is the last three days or three hours of His life. What we GET from Easter 
is for many far more important than what we BECOME because of Easter.  We convert the MASTER into a MASCOT, or 
some kind of genie that is ready at all times to respond to our needs and our desires.  We pray for rain but fail to see 
how we can be transformed in the midst of a drought.  We pray for corruption to end, but we neglect to be transformed 
into agents of justice that care for the poor and marginalised.  To fully experience Easter will require an understanding 
of the life of Christ and not just an appreciation of the death of Christ.  We need to move beyond salvation into 
transformation. 
 
The definition of a transformational faith is probably best described by Cynthia Breault when she noted: “To be 
transformed is putting on the mind of Christ.  It is not just admiring Jesus but acquiring His consciousness.”   When 
Christians are called to be transformed into the image of Christ in Romans 12:21 and 2 Corinthians 3:182, we are called 
to a process where we transform into the consciousness of Christ.   
 
When followers of Christ are called to BE TRANSFORMED, Scripture uses exactly the same word as in Matthew 17:23  

that describes the transfiguration of Christ.   The Greek word used in all three of these verses is met-am-or-fo-o which 
indicates a metamorphosis or a complete transformation in form and in nature – to be made new on the inside and 
on the outside.  This is what we are taught in Ephesians 4:22-244  where the Church is instructed to “put off your old 

                                                           
1 Romans 12:2  Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  
2 2 Corinthians 3:18  And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which 
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.  
3 Matthew 17:2  There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 
4 Ephesians 4:22-24  You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made 
new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  



self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; and to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on 
the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness”.   
 
This is a transformational faith which does not refer only to “conversion” as a changing or entering of a belief-system 
but “conversion” as the process of changing or causing something to change from one form to another.  Easter can 
only truly be experienced once we move from a “faith conversion” to a “life-style conversion”.  
 
One of the main challenges on the journey of faith, and often one of the most neglected teachings as well, is that we 
confuse salvation with transformation.  Being saved (and even discipled) and being transformed are two completely 
different processes in the life of a believer and should not be confused with one another.  You can experience an Easter 
in your life and be saved, but still not transformed.   
 
Easter takes place once we transform and acquire the consciousness of Christ.  It is meant to be a complete 
metamorphosis.  We should talk differently, think differently, live differently, respond differently and even look 
different.  Scripture uses many different images to express the change that should occur: 

• 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here!”   

• 1 Corinthians 15:49 “And just as we have borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the 
heavenly man.”   

• Ephesians 4:23 “to be made new in the attitude of your minds;”  

• Colossians 3:9-10 “Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put 
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.”  

• Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.”  

• Romans 12:2 “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

• 2 Corinthians 3:18 “And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord's glory, are being transformed into 
his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 

 
Each of these Scriptures, in a different way, emphasises the importance and significance of the change that is expected 
in the life of a believer. Not only growth, but transformation.  Each is as dramatic as it is traumatic and indicates a 
progressive process that is life-sustaining at the least or, if abandoned at any point, life-threatening.  We are talking 
about a transformation that should be visible to others, but its internal effect should be far greater than what others 
can perceive. 
 
Richard Rohr describes it as follows: 
“The price for real transformation is high. It means that we have to change our loyalties from power, success, money, 
ego, and control to the imitation of a Vulnerable God where servanthood, surrender, and simplicity reign.”  
 
This is a difficult concept, but critical in the life of every believer.  We need to be transformed into the image of Christ 
and only then will the world recognise a crucified and resurrected Christ.  This is Easter. 
 

 


